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The national charity working together to...

Use science to
influence policy and
support best practice
on trees and the
environment

Fund, plant and care for
trees and hedgerows

WITH TREE WARDENS
& THE COMMUNITY

WITH GOVERNMENT &
ACADEMICS

PRACTICAL SCIENCE &

COMMUNITY ACTION RESEARCH




KN
U .v,,r

-
. A 109!

\\II.E g ¥

S sm—
xﬁhﬁsﬁﬁ“

- AT

”




Trees
Outside
Woodland

3.2% of Britain

Nearly 4.3% of
England

Almost 20% of our
total tree canopy
cover




New planting of woodland and trees in England

2019-20 mWoodland mTrees outside woodland
2020-21
2021-22 |PETINN 304 2,650 hectares
202324 s 0GR 5,567 hectares
202025 11 N I 7,164 hecore
0 1,000 2,000 3,000 4,000 5,000 6,000 7,000 8,000 9,000

[p] = provisional New planting of woodland and trees outside woodland in England (hectares)



Global Average Temperature Change
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Global average temperature change, Ed Hawkins, Climate Lab Book 2019

21 in 16 Years

25 Pest and Disease Outbreaks: 1970to Present
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Forestry Commission, 2023
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The protocol- overview

Module 1: About you and the site
* Organisation name

 Site name

e Site code

* Landuse type

* Planting dates

* Organisation involved

* Peopleinvolved

* Funding source

e Site preparation

* Species planted

* Size of trees planted

* Type of supplier of trees

* Type and size of planting

* Density of planting

* Mulchuse

* Maintenance carried out

* Information about the monitoring

We recommend to complete this
before you go to site.

Module 2: Tree establishment

assessment

 Date of assessment (auto-fills)

* Location of tree (auto-fills)

 Species of tree (pre-populated
list)

* Rate from category 1 (Excellent)
to 4 (Dead/Missing) (defined on
next slide)

* Photographs

* Foreachtree rating 2-4, the app
automatically asks you for
further information (Module 3).

This would be completed on site.

Module 3: Tree inspection

For trees rated 2, 3, or 4, can you
see any potential issues within
these categories:

* Leaf symptoms

e Stem symptoms

* Base

 Mechanical damage

* Environment factors
 Other

The app includes multiple choice
options for specific issues within

these categories.

Report any signs of pest or disease
to TreeAlert.

This would be completed on site.




Rate this tree!

Category 1

Excellent

Tree is growing well and
looks extremely healthy -
vigorous growth with no
signs of pests and diseases.

Category 2
Good

Tree is growing as expected
and showing little or no sign
of pests and diseases.

Category 3
Poor

Tree does not appear to be
growing well; you might see
signs of poor health and/or
pests and diseases
damage.

Category 4
Dead or Missing

Treeis clearly dead oris
missing or removed.




Rate this tree!
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Category 1
Excellent

Tree is growing well and
looks extremely healthy -
vigorous growth with no
signs of pests and diseases.

Category 2
Good

Tree is growing as expected

and showing little or no sign
of pests and diseases.

Category 3
Poor

Tree does not appear to be
growing well; you might see
signs of poor health and/or
pests and diseases
damage.

Category 4

Dead or Missing

Treeis clearly dead oris
missing or removed.




Rate this tree!

Category 1

Excellent

Tree is growing well and
looks extremely healthy -
vigorous growth with no
signs of pests and diseases.

Category 2
Good

Tree is growing as expected
and showing little or no sign
of pests and diseases.

Category 3
Poor

Tree does not appear to be
growing well; you might see
signs of poor health and/or
pests and diseases
damage.

Category 4

Dead or Missing

Tree is clearly dead oris
missing or removed.
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Shared Outcomes Fund: Trees Outside

Woodland

The £4.8m Trees Outside Woodland programme
(in two phases) is developing innovative and
sustainable new ways to increase tree cover, to
address both climate and ecological
emergencies.

Pilot projects are exploring ways to:
* Plant more trees in towns and cities
* Increase the uptake of tree schemes
* Increase tree planting in the farmed
landscape
« Develop more community tree nurseries

In partnership with:

Mt Kent
Department Cauny
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for Environment kent.govak
Food & Rural Affairs
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Tree Grants

Trees in the Farmed Landscape

il 1"'(‘1*“'-?" ' N S
Of farmers and landowners surveyed: . = i ;f;;”ﬁﬁ”z i
i

85% 94%
said this scheme allowed said the project officer
them to plant the systems helped them achieve the
they wanted. best outcome for their land

77% 82% |
agreed this scheme of participants would
was easier to apply recommend the scheme 78% would plant more trees.

for than others. to other landowners.



Tree Giveaways

Local Authority | Scheme Type Scheme Year | No. of Applicants No. of Trees
Chichester Free 2021/22 104 8,020
Chichester Subsidised 2022/23 48 7,475
Kent Free 2022/23 203 17,910
Norfolk Free 2021/22 121 10,890
Norfolk Subsidised 2022/23 288 31,495
Shropshire Free 2020/21 96 15,100
Shropshire Free 2021/22 121 18,000
Shropshire Free 2022/23 120 21,620
Shropshire Subsidised 2022/23 121 14,140
Total 1,222 144,650
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Tree survival rates were significantly
higher in Miyawaki plots...

..and the cost per surviving tree is far lower.

Miyawaki

TRADITIONAL
O

Cost per planted tree

Comparison
47%

M Cost per surviving tree
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Tree Nursery
Production Species

43 species

67% conifer
33% broadleaves

81 species

® Broadleaves m Conifers
Figure 5: Pie and ring chart representing broadleaves (light green) and conifers (dark
green) as part of the total nursery production. The inner pie chart shows how many trees
have been produced for each group, while the outer ring chart shows the number of
species produced for each group. Broadleaves make up a third of the overall
production, but around two thirds of the number of species produced.

Source: Tree supply report 16 May 2025, Forestry Commission



Local sourcing

Understanding the country’s

The CTN pilot T network of community tree nurseries
Tree Nurseries (CTN)
« 258,000 approx. trees per year PRSI =Ry The project identified a diverse network
e Al £ . ti e e Rosact Hateaay: Loy of more than 80 of these nurseries, often
arge range or species — native Areher, Ol Ftzqersld, Mathew Bursnel volunteer-led groups growing mostly broadleaf

trees to enhance their B
local treescape. .

and mainly broadleaf

« Seed collected within 20 miles ‘ -
, 250,000+ trees are » .
» Arange of production formats erowri ayear Most L
« Multiple social benefits seedis colecled ) y
within 20 miles of -

the nursery. p -



ARE YOUR TREES

Six

Enow what pood health looks.
like in all the wree species you
grow. Early detection of pests.
and disesses can help prevent
problems. from spreading.

Check the trunk. Make sure
the hark is healthy and there
is no peeling, cracking or
aking, swaollsn or sunken
areas, beetle exit holes oF
frass (waste), discolouration
or bleeding sap. Look for rot
and fungi and amything

thar doesn't lnok righe.

Regularly chech all the

trees in and surmounding
your nursery for anything
that looks unusual

HEALTHY?

easy steps to check your trees’ health

Check new and old leaves.
Loak for insect damage,
anch as hides, egps and hite

Take scthon. If & tree doesn't
look: right in the nursery,
speak to the manager. If you
think you've found a pest or
disease in your local area,
report it via TrepAlert: scan
the QR code balow.

o=

Formore information, visit www.observatree.org.uk or

www.forestreseéarch.gov.uk (search for ‘pestsand diseases’)

THE TREE
GROWER'S GUIDE

1
2.
3.
o 4.
ant Bioge,

Boor ;;;::"y 5
b 5 6.
zinner’s guide to 7.
Stoning ©uipment Iw:"]“\‘“:‘:i I”:li;t‘..:([’r‘inﬂ‘ 8
to trees everywhere, so nurseries must take 9.
precautions to prevent the introduction and 10.

spread of harmful organisms, Moor Trees

has a boot cleaning station at the nursery

entrance. Manyvolunteers also have footwear

they only wear at the nursery and leave there.

Good practice for nursery biosecurity
How you can help to protect your nursery from pest and disease threats

Plant Healthy provides a self-

sessment tool that will help you identify what your nursery can do to pre

tree pests and diseases from e ng and spreading. Here’s an example from Salhouse nursery
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Alarger version of this diagram is available on our website: treegrowersguide.org.uk/resources

Treegrowersguide.org.uk

Woodland

Biosecurity basics for CTNs
Small actions that make a big difference

Register with your local APHA plant health inspector
(Call 0300 1000 313 or e-mail: planthealth.info@apha.gov.uk ).

Learn what tree pests and diseases look like.

Inspect your trees regularly for signs of pests or disease.
Know where your trees or tree seed comes from.

Collect tree seed from areas free of pests and diseases.
Keep donated trees in separate areas for a growing season.
Ensure good drainage and airflow between saplings.
Check your compost frequently for any issues.

Clean work stations, tools and equipment regularly.

Make use of wash stations at the entrance to the nursery.

Before you enter or
leave the nursery today
remember to maintain
good biosecurity

Think kit

Always make a clean start before
you enter the nursery,

Please use the boot clean station
to remove soil and sanitise your
shoes before entering and leaving
the nursery.

Think trees
Please do not bring plant material
onto the nursery site unless
agreed beforehand with the

Y

ing doesn't look right
plants feaving the
rsery, please inform staff or

‘ HM Govemment (2) www.gov.uk

@ minkiit £ Thinktransport () Think trees






The Future of Community Tree
Nurseries

“Community Tree Nurseries (CTNs) play a crucialrole in
growing tree species and provenances that may be
unavailable elsewhere, but face financial and regulatory
challenges that limit their expansion”

“Supporting homegrown tree production will
strengthen biosecurity, support sustainable economic
growth and rural livelihoods, and help meet climate
and biodiversity commitments.”

Report recommendations:

18. Provide accessible government funding for CTNs and
small nurseries

19. Commit to sustained funding to support CTN networks.

STRONG ROOTS

Growing British Tree Nurseries

October 2025

Woomm HTA % #|RHS

TRUST National
Trust



Community Tree Nursery
Collaborative

https://fellowshipofthetrees.org/ctnc/



EXPLAINED: IDENTIFYING PATHWAYS FOR PESTS

Plant Healthy provides a self-assessment tool that will help you identify what your nursery can do to prevent tree pests
and diseases from establishing and spreading. Here’s an example from Salhouse nursery.

Host plant species
Containerised
growing on area Field grown beds - seedlings, whips and transplants
Pots and trays
Movement Field grown beds - seedlings, whips and transplants
P s S Growing media - all ingredients -
within and Home nursery g
mhange Salhouse, Norfolk b E
BA
between the Waood and other packaging Farm nursery & g
two sites Salhouse, Norfolk = "E”
U
{appm 1 i and machi E E
2km) apart LALLL Tools, equipment machinery =

Field grown beds - seedlings, whips and transplants

People and vehicles

Waste storage and

Propagation area managemient

Field grown beds - seedlings, whips and transplants
Other

Salhouse CTN management unit

Outputs
from both %4- Se
sites
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A community tree nursery (CTN) is a group
of people who come together to collect
seed, grow trees and then give them away
to be planted locally.

The UK is one of the most nature depleted countries on Earth. Over the coming decades, we will need to
grow and plant tens of millions of trees to increase tree cover, tackle climate change, restore biodiversity
and support people’s wellbeing. To help meet this demand, it's essential that more trees are grown here in
Britain. British-grown trees reduce the risk of introducing pests and diseases from overseas and are
generally better adapted to their local environment.

Growing Together

growingtogether@treecouncil.org.uk



Tree Council and Partners
rants 2025/26

Application Guidance § Appllcatlon Guldancq , Application Guldance {
Branching Out Fund‘xw :

Grants between £250 27£,500
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Department
for Environment
Food & Rural Affairs
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