Briefing 13/43 October 2013

Guidance on vehicle checks

To: all contacts

Key issues

VOSA good practice guidance

Prompt to re-visit vehicle check and health and safety policies and procedures
Practical infogram issue for drivers and those responsible for maintaining vehicles

Context

The Vehicle and Operator Services Agency has produced an infogram to highlight the main points to be
covered as part of a daily vehicle checking regime. The guide contains an instructional diagram of the daily
routine checks which must be completed by LGV drivers or operators before they use their vehicles. They are
carried out as part of an overall maintenance programme which helps maintain driver and operator road
safety standards.

All public service providers will have this type of regime established but this guide serves as a useful prompt
to review the elements within existing procedures. It is on an A4 sheet and is appropriate for laminating and
keeping with the van as a reminder for drivers.

Health and Safety for drivers and passengers remains a key topic for all those delivering public services and it
is good practice to review procedures on a regular basis, to re-visit training for those with responsibility for
vehicles as well as considering issues such as procedures for drink and drug driving, lone working, reversing
procedures and reporting of accidents.

These checks also help to highlight problems with vehicles making sure they are addressed prior to
becoming a major issue. They also help to prolong the life of the vehicles and retain their value for resale so
have an impact upon the financial viability of the fleet.

The link can be found here

Phil Brennan
Principal Advisor


https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/van-drivers-daily-walkaround-check

Nan walkaround checklist

You should always monitor the vehicle you are driving as part of your daily routine and report any suspected problems or defects.

LIGHTS

Check that:

= all ights and Indicators work corectly
b all lenses are present, clean and are the comect colour
» stop lamps come on when the service brake Is applied
and go out when released
= marker lights are present and work
»  all dashboard warning Iamps work cofmectly Including:
[~ ABS
arbags (SRS)
EPS

full DEAM NEADIAME WG |3mp
parking brake waming lamp

Check that:

»  foot/ service brake Works comectly and dogs not have

any excessive travel

» hand | parking brake WOrks correctly and does not
have any excessive travel

BODYWORK AND DOORS

LOAD

Check that:

L3
1 3
1 3

all doors shut propery and are secure when closed
there are no sharp edges or damage
no body panels are loose or In danger of falling off

HORMN AND STEERING I

Check that:

» horn control Is easlly accessible from driver's seat
»  NOIM WOTKS Whnen s control s operated

»  sleering Nas no excessive play

-

WASHERS AND WIPERS

Check that:

F  Wipers move continually wnen switched on

= wiper blades are not so deterioratad that they don't clear
tne windscreen efectively when used with washers

» washers point at the windscreen and are operational
»  washer fluid is topped up

MIRRORS AND GLASS

Check that:
» &l mirmors hat should be there ara propesty aligned
and secure

»  your view of the road in all directions Isnt
obsCured by damaged o discolowred glass or

CHECK FROM

J DRIVER'S SEAT

CHECK UNDER

-

Check that:

B any load Is adequataly secured
B VAN 000rs have an effective 10cking device

TOW BARS AND TAIL LIFTS

¥

BONNET

—
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obstructions such as slickers
SEATS AND SEATBELTS BATTERY
Check that: Check that:

» seals are secure

» sealbelts operale comectly and are free from cuts
and damage

» battery Is held securely In place by the commect means
ana not cables

»  Dattery Is not leaking

{

Check that:

- LOw Dar Is secure and any aller 1s comecty and
securely attached with all electrical connectlons
warking correctly

B tail lift is secure and free from damage, functions.
Ccormectly and the electrics are working corraciy

EXHAUST

TYRES AND WHEELS

Check that:
» exhaust doesn't emil excessive amounts of smoke

FLUIDS, FUEL AND OIL

Check 35 much of your tyres and whneels as you Can see.
There must be:

@ minimum read depth of 1.6mm

sufficient inflation of each tyre

no deep culs In the skdewall

no cond visibie anywhera on the tyre

no missing or Insecure whael-nus

FyYYYY

Falling lo enswre a tyre Is safe and legal can result in
recelving 3 penalty poinis on your licence per tyre.

Check that:

P brake fluid, engine coolant, engine oil, power
steering fluid, windscreen washer fluid and water
levels are comect

b fuel filler cap is securely fitted

- there are no brake fluid, power steering fiuid and
walter leaks by looking for puddles on the ground
- Il l2aks are detectad race the causa

With the engine on, check:

»  underneath the van for any fuel and ol leaks
looking for puddies on the ground



Nan walkaround checklist

You should always monitor the vehicle you are driving as part of your daily routine and report any suspected problems or defects.

LIGHTS ERAKES BODYWORK AND DOORS LOAD
Check that: Check that: Check that: Check that:
B all ignis and INAICALONS Work comectly B 0L/ Senvice brake WOTKS COECHY and 008S Not Nave - all doors SNut propery and are Secure when closed B any load Is adequately sacured
B alllenses are present, clean and are the comect colour any excessive iravel B Inere are no sharp edges of damage »  van doors have an effective locking device
» stop lamps come on when the service brake Is applled »  hand [ parking brake warks correctty and does not #  no body panels are loose of In danger of falling off
ana go out when released have any excessive travel
B marker Iignis are presant Snd work
»  all dashboard waming [amps work cormeclly Inciuding:
L =
arpags (SRS)
EPS
Tull beam headiamp warning lamp
parking brake waming lamp TOW BARS AND TAIL LIFTS
Check that:
y A B LOW Dar IS SECUra and any tralier IS comectly ana
y 4 Securely attached Wit all electrical connections
CHECK FROM
HORN AND STEERING
1 r4 DRIVER'S SEAT working cormectly
Check thal: »  tail lift is secure and free from damage, funcions
COITECHly and Me Slecirics a18 WOTKING Cormec
»  hom control Is easlly accesslbla rom diiver's seat e a =
»  hom works when its control Is operated
> sleering has no excessive pay
CHECK UNDER
BONNET e
WASHERS AHD WIPERS
Chack tnat: | EXMAUST
> wipers move continually when switched on T
» wiper blades are not so deteriorated that they don't Clear .
the Winoscreen effectvely when Used with wasners b exhaust doesn't emit excessive amounts of smoke
- WasNErs point at ne WINMSCTEen and are operatonal
»  washer fluid is topped up
MIRRORS AND GLASS
‘Check thal:
#  all mirrors that should ba there are properly aligned FLUIDS, FUEL AND QIL
ana secure
TYRES AND WHEELS Check that
> your view of the road In all directions Isn't — brake flid, engi Jant. 2ngine ol
obscured by damaged or discolowed glass of CNeck as mMUCh of YOUr tyres and wheets as you can see. > beake “'ﬁ':"g'.”em . e"g':e;;“nde
There must ba: steering fluid, windscreen washer fluid and water
obsiruCtions SuCh as sckers Toves are comact
» & minimum tread depth of 1.6mm b fuel filer cap is ety
B sufficient inflation of each tyre P there are no brake fiuid, power steering fuid and
»  nodeep culs In the sidewall ‘waler leaks by looking for puddies on the ground
SEATS AND SEATBELTS BATTERY
» N0 cord visibie amywhere on the tyre - I leaks are detected race the cause
Check inal: Check that: » N0 MISSING OF INSeCUre wneel-nuts

» seals are secure

»  sealbells operale correctly and are free from culs
ana aamage

> batlery Is held securely In place by the cormect means
and not cables

> battery Is not leaking

Falling to ensure a byre Is safe and legal can result in
TECEIVING 3 penalty Points on Your ICence er iyre.

With the engine on, check:

B Unaermeatn the van for any fuel and oll leaks
I0OKING for PUGKIES N e grouna



