Briefing 23/30

June 2023

Local Authority Treescapes Fund and Urban Tree Challenge Fund

To: All Chief Executives, Senior Policy Officers Main Contacts and APSE Contacts in England.
For information for all Chief Executives, Senior Policy Officers Main Contacts and APSE
Contacts in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland

Key issues

e The Urban Tree Challenge Fund UTCF and the Local Authority Treescapes Fund LATF
are open for new applications.

e Due to the time to deal with applications and award funding, if you want to plant trees in
2023/24 your application needs to be submitted no later than 23:59 on 30 June 2023

e The briefing note provides Updates to the Local Authority Treescapes Fund Manual
including the extension of the Biosecure Procurement Requirement

Section One

The Urban Tree Challenge Fund UTCF and the Local Authority Treescapes Fund LATF are open
for new applications.

Due to the time to deal with applications and award funding, if you want to plant trees in 2023/24
your application needs to be submitted no later than 23:59 on 30 June 2023

e Funding can only be guaranteed up to two years for applications received on or before 30
June 2023. Applications received after that date will be considered for the planting season
24/25.

e LATF applications take up to 4 months to be assessed & communicate your outcome. It will
take a further 2 months to process and send the offer of funding, grant determination
letter and MoU. Therefore, any applicants should factor in these lead times in their planting
plan. Applicants are encouraged to apply as early as possible to maximise the time
available for planting.

Section Two


https://www.gov.uk/guidance/urban-tree-challenge-fund
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/local-authority-treescapes-fund
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/urban-tree-challenge-fund
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/local-authority-treescapes-fund

Updates to the Local Authority Treescapes Fund Manual
Updates to the LATF Grant Manual have been published, these include:

e Updates to LATF eligibility requirements: Although the land planted on with LATF doesn’t
need to satisfy BPS eligibility criteria, if applicants applying to LATF wish to plant on BPS
claim sites that are already within the Basic Payment Scheme they must check details
around eligibility under the BPS scheme rules. For all other eligibility requirements please
check the Grant Manual.

e Updates to LATF guidance on Miyawaki planting and third parties.

Biosecure Procurement Requirement extended to include three additional tree planting
funds:

In line with the GB Plant Biosecurity Strategy, the Biosecure Procurement Requirement Pilot has
been extended to include three additional Government tree-planting funds to address risks to our
biosecurity.

From the 1 July 2023 this trial will be extended to the:

e Local Authority Treescapes Fund (LATF)
e Urban Tree Challenge Fund (UTCF)
e HS2 Woodland Fund (HS2 WF)

e New applicants to these funds from 1** July, such as local authorities, must commit to
sourcing their trees from suppliers who are either accredited under the Plant Healthy
Certification Scheme or who have passed a Ready to Plant assessment, as provided by Fera
Science Ltd for their order, to ensure they are disease and pest free to minimise future
threats of invasive species and tree loss.

e For more information visit Biosecure Procurement Requirement Pilot for plants and trees -
GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

Section Three

The Local Authority Treescapes Fund is the key government offer for local authorities (LAs) to
restore tree cover in non-woodland areas which may have been impacted by issues such as
disease, habitat degradation or ageing tree stock. The fund is focused on planting and natural
colonisation of trees in areas outside of woodlands, including parklands, riparian zones, urban
areas, beside roads and footpaths as well as trees in hedgerows and field boundaries (not
hedgerows themselves). LATF-funded trees can be small or large, and in urban or rural settings.
Planting of standards in urban or peri urban areas must be direct replacements of trees lost to
threats such as pests and diseases.

Local authorities are encouraged to work with schools, other organisations, grass root
organisations, community groups, NGOs and private individuals to deliver tree planting.


https://www.gov.uk/guidance/local-authority-treescapes-fund
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/urban-tree-challenge-fund
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/hs2-woodland-fund
https://planthealthy.org.uk/resource-topics/sector-guidance-documents
https://planthealthy.org.uk/resource-topics/sector-guidance-documents
https://readytoplant.fera.co.uk/
https://readytoplant.fera.co.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/biosecure-procurement-requirement-pilot-for-plants-and-trees
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/biosecure-procurement-requirement-pilot-for-plants-and-trees

The LATF is now open all year and is inviting bids from £50,000 to £300,000, through competitive
bidding.

The Fund aims to improve landscape connectivity outside woodland, increase natural colonisation
where appropriate and provide benefits to ecosystems and society, such as carbon absorption,
flood protection and support for biodiversity.

The fund is part of the Government’s Nature for Climate Fund and will directly contribute to
achieving our ambitious tree planting targets to restore habitats in England.

Section Four

Who is eligible for Local Authority Treescapes Fund?

Borough, District and City Councils, as well as County Councils, Unitary and Metropolitan Boroughs
may apply individually or in groups. Group applications from multiple local authorities are still
strongly encouraged, as partnership working maximises the shared benefits for each partner.
Group applications must have one lead local authority, which may be from either tier.

There is no limit on how many applications may be received per upper tier local authority area,
and each bid will be scored independently based on your application. There may be only one
application per applicant per year.

Parish councils will not be able to apply individually but will be able to apply as part of a group
application with a District or City Council, as well as County Councils, Unitary and Metropolitan
Boroughs.

Match funding

Fund recipients must provide 20% match funding in the form of money or labour. The funding rate
has been calculated based on paying an 80% contribution towards the standard cost of a given
item and the cost of establishment, such as weeding and watering. Sources of grant funding that
are part of the Nature for Climate Fund, for example the Local Authority Treescape Fund and Trees
Call to Action Fund cannot be used as match funding. Please refer to the Urban Tree Challenge
Fund terms and conditions, for further details on what can be included in match funding.

Anyone can apply for the Urban Tree Challenge Fund (UTCF), if you either have full management
control over the land or signed consent from those with management control over the land for the
duration of the Agreement. Agents are also able to apply on behalf of an organisation or
landowner. Any individual or organisation can submit one application to UTCF in a single financial
year.

Where the applicant does not have full management control over the land in the application (for
example, the applicant is a tenant, trustee, joint owner or representative of a group of adjoining
owners), we will require written permission from all parties with management control over the
land before an agreement can be issued. This should come in the form of countersignatures on the
application form.



Eligible land

Land included in a UTCF application must fall within an urban area. An urban area, as defined for
the purposes of the UTCF, is a built-up area (based on Office of National Statistics data) with a
population of at least 2,000 people, and a buffer of Tkm to account for peri-urban planting. This
can be identified on the Forestry Commission map browser using the ‘UTCF Trees Close to People’
layer located in the Targeting and Scoring list of map layers. You must confirm in your application
that your land falls entirely within this map layer.

e Updates to the LATF Grant Manual have been published, these include:

e Updates to LATF eligibility requirements: Although the land planted on with LATF doesn't
need to satisfy BPS eligibility criteria, if applicants applying to LATF wish to plant on BPS
claim sites that are already within the Basic Payment Scheme they must check details
around eligibility under the BPS scheme rules. For all other eligibility requirements please
check the Grant Manual.

e Updates to LATF guidance on Miyawaki planting and third parties.

APSE Comment

APSE fully supports the carbon sequestration and environmental outcomes which could be
achieved through local authority tree planting schemes. Therefore we would encourage local
authorities to submit bids to the LATF and UTCF to,

‘improve landscape connectivity outside wooland, increase natural colonisation where appropriate
and provide benefits to ecosystems and society, such as carbon absorption, flood protection and
support for biodiversity’.

However, as with all such ventures, local authorities need to ensure that the work they are doing
does not impact adversely on existing habitats and that any tree planting follows the ‘right tree,
right place recommendations and is sustainable in the longer-term.

Wayne Priestley
Principal Advisor for Environmental
www.apse.org.uk



https://www.forestergis.com/Apps/MapBrowser/
http://www.apse.org.uk/

Sign up for APSE membership to enjoy a whole range of benefits.

APSE member authorities have access to a range of membership resources to assist in delivering
council services. This includes our regular advisory groups, specifically designed to bring together
elected members, directors, managers and heads of service, together with trade union
representatives to discuss service specific issues, innovation and new ways of delivering
continuous improvement. The advisory groups are an excellent forum for sharing ideas and
discussing topical service issues with colleagues from other councils throughout the UK.

Advisory groups are a free service included as part of your authority’s membership of APSE and all
end with an informal lunch to facilitate networking with peers in other councils. If you do not
currently receive details about APSE advisory group meetings and would like to be added to our
list of contacts for your service area please email enquiries@apse.org.uk.

Our national advisory groups include:-

Building cleaning

Catering

Cemeteries and crematoria

Environmental Health

Commercialisation network: Local authority trading, charging and income generation
Housing, construction and building maintenance

Parks, horticultural and ground maintenance

Renewables and climate change

Roads, highways and street lighting

Sports and leisure management

Vehicle maintenance and transport

Waste management, refuse collection and street cleansing

Visit www.apse.org.uk for more detail

Association for Public Service Excellence
3rd floor,

Trafford House,

Chester Road, Manchester M32 ORS.
telephone: 0161 772 1810

fax: 0161772 1811

web: www.apse.org.uk

INVESTORS IN PES :PLE NEW MUNICIPALISM

We invest in people Gold

Delivering for local people and local economies


http://www.apse.org.uk/
http://www.apse.org.uk/

