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1 Executive Summary

The Scottish Government are inviting views and comments on the draft local living and 20 minute
neighbourhood planning guidance, to support the implementation of National Planning
Framework 4 (NPF4). Scottish Government have confirmed the guidance is intended to assist and
support local authorities, communities, and others with an interest in local living and 20-minute
neighbourhoods. The guidance should also be of particular relevance when preparing Local
Development Plans (LDPs), Local Place Plans (LPPs), as well as supporting planning decision
making. The consultation closes on 20 July 2023.

Here is a link to the consultation

Here is a Link to the Draft Guidance document

2 Background

The Scottish Government has released a consultation on local living and 20-minute
neighbourhoods: draft planning guidance. The guidance outlines that “the fourth National
planning Framework (NPF4) sets out a clear commitment to think differently about our places,
putting climate and nature at the forefront, tackling long standing challenges and inequalities, and
leading the transition to stronger, greener, fairer and healthier communities across Scotland”. With

the need to plan, design and deliver places that support local living and 20-minute


https://consult.gov.scot/planning-architecture/draft-local-living-and-20-minute-neighbourhoods/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/local-living-20-minute-neighbourhoods-planning-guidance/

neighbourhoods playing a vital role in order for individuals to be able “meet the majority of their
daily needs within a reasonable distance from home”. With the guidance highlighting that
preferably this should be undertaken by walking, wheeling or cycling or using sustainable
transport options. The guidance looks at the benefits, what local living looks like and the key
considerations as well as the potential ways to support the delivery of local living and 20-minute

neighbourhoods.

The benefits and context for local living and 20-minute neighbourhoods
The benefits highlighted within the guidance include: -

e Climate and the environment

e Health and wellbeing

e Local economy

e Quality of life

What local living looks like — the key considerations of local living and 20-minute

neighbourhoods

The concept of 20-minute neighbourhoods is based around the threshold shown in research of the
time period people are willing to walk to access key facilities and services (around 10 minutes each
way). This is a flexible approach to supporting the needs and aspirations of local communities, and
encouraging them to access their needs locally in healthy and sustainable ways. The Local Living

Framework was developed with 5 overarching categories that include 14 key themes within them.

The Place and Wellbeing Outcomes are: -
¢ Movement - active travel; public transport; traffic and parking
e Spaces - streets and spaces; natural spaces; play and recreation
e Resources - services and support; work and economy; housing and community
e Civic - identity and belonging; feeling safe

e Stewardship - care and maintenance; influence and control

The key considerations for movement are to prioritise sustainable means of transport. This would
include things like strategic cycle routes, improving the interchange between public transport and
active travel, controlling speed and noise and many others. For spaces, key considerations would
include things like improving the quality of the public realm, biodiversity, wayfinding, the variety

and quality of play and recreation spaces, etc. For resources this would include access to public


https://www.improvementservice.org.uk/products-and-services/consultancy-and-support/planning-for-place-programme/place-and-wellbeing-outcomes#movement
https://www.improvementservice.org.uk/products-and-services/consultancy-and-support/planning-for-place-programme/place-and-wellbeing-outcomes#spaces
https://www.improvementservice.org.uk/products-and-services/consultancy-and-support/planning-for-place-programme/place-and-wellbeing-outcomes#resources
https://www.improvementservice.org.uk/products-and-services/consultancy-and-support/planning-for-place-programme/place-and-wellbeing-outcomes#civic
https://www.improvementservice.org.uk/products-and-services/consultancy-and-support/planning-for-place-programme/place-and-wellbeing-outcomes#stewardship

services such as healthcare and education as well as recreational and social spaces, and local
employment opportunities alongside the appropriate housing tenures with sustainable energy
and community assets. Civic key considerations involve local people coming together to engage in
common interests, this could include reactivating derelict spaces, embracing local culture and
heritage, addressing the climate emergency, encouraging diversity and others. Finally, for
stewardship this is about being able to influence decision-making processes through consultation,
self-initiation, community ownership and capacity building as well as the care and maintenance
side of things through housing management, long-term occupation, fitness for purpose and

everyday care.

Ways to support the delivery of local living and 20-minute neighbourhoods, including case

studies

Three key steps are recommended in delivering local living, understanding the context,
collaborating, planning and designing, and then implementing and reviewing, with the process

able to be repeated for incremental change as part of an ongoing, iterative process.
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In order to understand the context, quantitative and qualitative data collection should be
collected in order to ensure that local views are considered alongside statistics to make decisions.
The collaborate, plan, design stage requires input from a wide range of stakeholders with
collaborative working across different sectors in order to deliver change. This includes utilizing the
Place Principle, engaging with the local community, collaborating between communities, local
authorities and partners, being flexible and adaptable to shifting priorities and embracing public
sector reform to deliver this partnership working alongside delivering effective preventative
spend. The implementing and reviewing stage is about tapping into the collective knowledge,
resources and experience of organisations, local authorities, community organisations, the third

sector and the private sector to deliver the best possible outcome. The review and monitoring



stage is important to understand where further action may be required, addressing feedback and
updating plans and delivery models to take advantage of new opportunities, reviewing collected

data and the sharing of good practice and experience.

3 Consultation Questions

Q1. How helpful is part 1 of the guidance in furthering the understanding of local living and 20-

minute neighbourhoods in a Scottish context?

Q2. How helpful is the framework diagram in encouraging flexible, place-based approaches to

support local living?
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Q3. Looking at part 2 of the draft guidance: how helpful are the ‘categories’ and ‘key

considerations for local living’ that are captured within this part of the document?

Q4. How helpful is the proposed ‘structured approach’ for use?



Q5. Does part 3 of the guidance clearly communicate the importance of both qualitative and

guantitative data in establishing a baseline for a place?

Q6. How helpful is the ‘collaborate, plan, design’ section of part 3 in supporting collaborative

practices?

Q7. How helpful is the ‘implement and review’ section of part 3 in assisting the delivery of

collaborative approaches to support local living?

Q8. Looking at part 4 of the draft guidance: do the case studies provide a useful and appropriate

range of examples of good practice?

Q9. Looking at the impact assessment update report: do you have any views about the initial

conclusions of the impact assessment update report that accompany and inform this guidance?

Q10. Additional information: please provide any further comments on the draft guidance

document.

4 APSE Comment

APSE encourages our membership to engage with the 20-minute neighbourhood consultation, as
the outcome of the survey will have a significant effect on the planning process and the future
makeup of local areas. APSE has a wide range of research publications available on our website on
why councils should champion neighbourhood services where budgets have been one of the
hardest hit out of all local government services. These services are vital to the wellbeing of local
areas and local people, and the investment in improving local living is a worthwhile preventative
spend that can offset many other government priorities related to physical and mental health, air
quality, climate change and many others. APSE has however cautioned on expectations on the 20-
minute neighbourhoods’ concept. For many workers access to public transport, to travel to work,
will be of greater importance to working and cycling routes. Moreover, the Covid pandemic
highlighted areas of stark inequalities in terms of access to parks and public realm, and the quality
of local housing, which should essentially ensure affordable mixed tenure. Communication is
therefore essential to ensure that achieving complete, compact and connected is meaningful to

everyone, and not viewed as a nirvana simply for more affluent communities.


https://apse.org.uk/index.cfm/apse/research/good-neighbourhoods/

A new piece of research produced with the TCPA was launched by APSE on Monday 17 July. ‘Living
Locally: The role of housing and planning in local authorities’ may be informative in responding to
the consultation, though notably the research references the more advanced arrangements,

within Scotland, compared to the rest of the UK. The APSE and TCPA research can be downloaded

using this link.

Click here to submit your response to the consultation. The consultation closes on 20 July 2023.

Louise Melville, Garry Lee,

Principal Advisor (Scotland) Research and Coordination Officer


https://apse.org.uk/index.cfm/apse/research/current-research-programme/living-locally-the-role-of-housing-and-planning-within-local-councils/
https://consult.gov.scot/planning-architecture/draft-local-living-and-20-minute-neighbourhoods/consultation/subpage.2016-07-07.1474135251/

Sign up for APSE membership to enjoy a whole range of benefits

APSE member authorities have access to a range of membership resources to assist in delivering
council services. This includes our regular advisory groups, specifically designed to bring together
elected members, directors, managers and heads of service, together with trade union
representatives to discuss service specific issues, innovation and new ways of delivering
continuous improvement. The advisory groups are an excellent forum for sharing ideas and
discussing topical service issues with colleagues from other councils throughout the UK.

Advisory groups are a free service included as part of your authority’s membership of APSE and all
end with an informal lunch to facilitate networking with peers in other councils. If you do not
currently receive details about APSE advisory group meetings and would like to be added to our
list of contacts for your service area please email enquiries@apse.org.uk.

Our national advisory groups include:-
e FM and Building cleaning
e Catering (School Meals)
e (Cemeteries and Crematoria
e Cost of Providing/Cost of Living Network
e Highways and Street Lighting
e Housing, Construction and Building Maintenance
e Local Authority Commercialisation, Income and Trading Network
e Parks, Horticulture and Grounds Maintenance
e Recovery and Renewal
e Renewables and Climate Change
e Roads, highways and street lighting
e Sports and Leisure Management
e Vehicle Maintenance and Transport
e Waste Management, Refuse Collection and Street Cleansing

Visit www.apse.org.uk for more detail
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