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2019 independent review identified:

• Inconsistent legacy (pre-2015) provision across the 

district

• Inconsistent quality of provision

• 63% of the current play park assets are failing below 

a 60% Play Value (Silver Standard) quality threshold.

• Insufficient provision of accessible and inclusive play 

opportunities for children and young people with a 

disability

• Opportunities to promote structured and unstructured 

(free/self-guided) play

• Opportunities to promote positive intergenerational 

activity and interaction

The strategy has 

identified the number, 

type and standard of 

play parks to be 

provided on a Ward 

basis across the district

The challenge (2019)…



Evidence based…

• Fields in Trust (FIT) Play Value

• Independent

• Objective

• Reproducible

Criteria:

1. Location (inc. proximity, accessibility)

2. Play opportunities (inc. inclusion)

3. Maintenance (inc. sustainability)

• ‘Gold’ (PV=>70; Excellent) 

• ‘Silver’ (PV=>60; Good) 

• ‘Bronze’ (PV=>50; Average)

• PV<50 = Poor

Play Park Strategy aspires to ‘Gold’ but will 

upgrade, and maintain, to at least ‘Silver’



Council’s response…



Consistency and transparency…



Progress to date…(31 March 2026)

• 47 play parks completed 

• 95% of redeveloped play parks Gold PV

• 2/3 Destination Play Parks completed

• 8/19 ‘green space’ transformations completed

• £3.5m investment to 31 March 2026

• £517,697 UK Govt ‘Shared Prosperity Fund’

• £904,000 SEUPB PEACEPLUS funding secured

• +10 ‘in progress’ to complete by 31 March 2027



Gold = 70+
Silver = 60-69
Bronze = 50-59
Poor = Below 50

Enniskillen
9 Upgrades

 7 Gold Standard
2 Silver Standard

Omagh
5 Upgrades

5 Gold Standard

Erne East
7 Upgrades

7 Gold Standard
Erne North
5 Upgrades

5 Gold Standard

Erne West
3 Upgrades

3 Gold Standard

Mid Tyrone
6 Upgrades

6 Gold Standard

West Tyrone
2 Upgrades

2 Gold Standard

DEA progress…(31 March 2026)









External events... A good news story…

Costings

Collaborative

Timing Conveyor belt…

Supply chains…Procurement



Re-imagining play…
Fermanagh Lakeland Forum

• Destination playpark

• Pump track

• Outdoor watersports

• New cycle, walking 
and running trails 

• Accessible

• Inclusive

• Sustainable



Thank you

John News

Director of Environment and Place
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