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What is Climate Adaptation?

Even if mitigation action were to reach Net 
Zero tomorrow, there are locked in climate 
impacts we are already experiencing.

We need to understand our exposure to 
these impacts and build in resilience to 
them with the goal of reducing their impact. 

Reducing our greenhouse gas emissions will 
reduce future climate change. 

Its goal is reaching Net Zero emissions.

Mitigation Adaptation



Climate Change Adaptation

Mitigation or Adaptation?

Mitigation
Action to reduce 

emissions that cause 
climate change

Adaptation
Action to manage the 

risks of climate change 
impacts

Clean 
energy

Energy 
efficiency

Sustainable 
transportation

Flood protection

Emergency 
response 
planning

Water 
conservation

Education

Local food

Urban 
forest

New energy 
systems

Choosing 
resilient 
crops

Peatland 
Restoration



MET Office advice for the 2050s:

• NI Summers expected to be as much as 30% drier and up to 2.9 degrees hotter 

• NI Winters expected to be up to 2.3 degrees warmer and as much as 23% wetter

• Expect multiple storms arriving in rapid succession – clustering leading to worsening ground 
saturation/ increased flooding risk

• Belfast sea levels to rise by 13-14cm by 2030 and by 94cm this century

Locked in impacts



Climate Change Act 2008
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Adaptation Policy Timeline for Northern Ireland
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NICCAP3 Approach & Structure

• Guided by CCC’s NICCAP2 review recommendations:
• A refined vision
• Increased Scope over NICCAP2
• Engagement throughout developmental process
• Strengthened monitoring and evaluation
• A number of recommendations for Departments



NICCAP3 Outline Structure –
Strengthened monitoring and evaluation

61 Risks identified in the Climate Change Committee’s latest Risk Assessment

Vision

Objective 1 Objective 2 Objective 3 Objective 4 Objective 5

Natural Capital Food Security Infrastructure Services People and Built 
Environment

Disruption to businesses 
and supply chains

• Nature
• Working lands 

and seas
• Food security

• Transport
• Water
• Energy
• Telecoms &    

ICT

• Towns & Cities
• Buildings
• Health
• Community

• Business
• Finance

Thematic 
Areas

Key Areas



Engagement throughout 
developmental process

• 155 actions from NI government 
departments and their Arms-length bodies

• 128 actions from Local Government, 
Academia, eNGOs & Private Sector

• 283 action in total – more than 3 times that 
of NICCAP2

Increased Scope over 
NICCAP2



NICCAP3 Outline Structure –
Increased Scope

283 Actions responding to the 61 Risks from the CCRA3

Vision

Objective 1 Objective 2 Objective 3 Objective 4 Objective 5

Natural Capital Food Security Infrastructure Services People and Built 
Environment

Disruption to businesses 
and supply chains

• Nature
• Working lands 

and seas
• Food security

• Transport
• Water
• Energy
• Telecoms &    

ICT

• Towns & Cities
• Buildings
• Health
• Community

• Business
• Finance

Thematic 
Areas

Key Areas



Key area ObjectivesHigh Level Vision

By working with partners across all 
aspects of Northern Ireland’s 

environment, economy, health and 
communities we will take action to 

build upon and strengthen our 
resilience to our changing climate as 
we work towards creating a Northern 

Ireland that is not only well adapted to 
current and future climate risks, but 

also equipped to thrive; protecting our 
environment, economy, health and 
communities for both current and 

future generations.



Looking Forward

• Implementation of NICCAP3 
actions

• Development of a monitoring 
framework

• CCRA-IA - Well Adapted UK & 
Technical Report





Climate Change Act (Northern Ireland) 2022

Section 42(4) - The regulations may require public bodies to have regard to 
(among other things) the following, so far as relevant—

a) the most recent report under section 56 of the Climate Change Act 
2008 (report on impact of climate change);

b) the most recent programme under section 60 of that Act (programme 
for adaptation to climate change for Northern Ireland);

Public Body Adaptation Reporting

The Climate Change (Reporting Bodies) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2024

Regulation 7 - Reporting bodies must have regard to (among other things) the 
following, so far as relevant—

a) the most recent report under section 56 of the Climate Change Act 
2008(1) (report on impact of climate change);

a) the most recent programme under section 60 of that Act (programme 
for adaptation to climate change in Northern Ireland);



Public Body Adaptation Reporting

• Supporting Reporting:

• DAERA Guidance

• CNI Peer Support

• NI Adapts Toolkit

• Voluntary Reporting



NICCAP3’s Vision for a Well 

Adapted NI

By working with partners across all aspects of Northern Ireland’s 
environment, economy, health and communities we will take action to 
build upon and strengthen our resilience to our changing climate as we 

work towards creating a Northern Ireland that is not only well adapted to 
current and future climate risks, but also equipped to thrive; protecting 

our environment, economy, health and communities for both current 
and future generations.



Thank you
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