
Mark Johnson – Technical Sales Director 

Regulations and developments in signs and technology – an ARTSM update 



• Standards / Regulations update 

– EN12966 

– TSRGD 

– TOPAS 

• Technology Developments 

 

 

Introduction 



Introduction 

www.vmstech.co.uk 

Variable Message Signs (VMS) has been involved in the design, manufacture, 
installation and through life support of driver information systems since 1989. 

We provide assistance and support as well as finished products and systems to 
Local Governments, Overseas Organisations, Network Rail and Airports as well 

as specialist tunnel signs and over-height vehicle detection systems. 
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• Current Standard has been in place since 2005 

• The latest version was published in December 2014 and will come into force 
during 2016 

 

• Additional guidance sections 

• Additional colour added 

• Now covers temporary / portable VMS 

• Products approvals under the original standard are still valid 

 

European Standard for Variable Message Signs – EN 12966 



• A significant update to TSRGD 

• Published in April this year 

• Large number of changes for fixed signs 

• For variable signs : 

– New schedule 16 added to bring together all regulations into 
one section 

– Harmonised with the European standard EN12966 

 

The Traffic Signs Regulations and General Directions 2016  (TSRGD) 



DfT guidance leaflet – TAL 1/15 



• TOPAS has now replaced the Highways England 
process for Type Approval 

• Existing type approvals must be registered with TOPAS 

• TOPAS registration is mandated for all new products 

TOPAS – Traffic Open Products and Specifications Group 

http://www.topasgroup.org.uk/


• EN12966 now covers portable and temporary VMS 

• TSRGD now specifically references paged messages: 

“When a variable message sign displays a sign or legend the variable 
message sign must display the whole of that message at the same 
time” 

 

Portable / Temporary VMS 

Extract from DfT TAL 1/15 



Sign Evolution 

Then…    Now… 

Technology Developments 

4 x 15 Characters   4 x 15 Characters  
100mm    100mm 
External Lanterns   Virtual Lanterns 
14.3mm LED Pitch   7.2mm LED Pitch 
Single Colour (Yellow)   Dual Colour (Red/Yellow) 
2,100 LEDs in Display   33,792 LEDs in Display 
 



Display Technology 

• LED’s 

• Colours 

• Resolution 

• Size 

• Weight 

• Cost 

 

 

 

 

Technology Developments 



Further information 

Technology Developments 

www.vmstech.co.uk/optical 



VMS - Applying technology in transportation  

THANK YOU 
 
 
 
 
Websites :  
Email: 
Telephone: 0191 4237070 
 
 
 

Time for Questions 
 
 

http://www.vmstech.co.uk/
http://www.artsm.org.uk/
mailto:support@vmslimited.co.uk
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