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Founded in 1899; a national charity that aims to: 
 
• Secure a decent, well designed home for everyone, in 

a human-scale environment combining the best 
features of town and country  

• Empower people and communities to influence 
decisions that affect them  

• Improve the planning system in accordance with the 
principles of sustainable development 

 

                  
 

  about the tcpa 



www.tcpa.org.uk @thetcpa 

About the TCPA  
Leading the planning debate in the UK  



the progressive origins of planning 

 

Victorian England and the progressive origins of planning… 



Garden cities 
 
•Well designed buildings and landscape 
•High proportion of social housing 
•Healthy green spaces 
•Space to grow food 
•Access to jobs, social life, culture 
 

Garden cities have always been about creating 
environments in which everyone can thrive… 

 
 
 



 
A rapidly growing network of 1,000+ people and 
organisations that promote green infrastructure, 
share information, influence decision-makers… 
 
Set up as a result of the Natural Environment 
White Paper, now managed by the TCPA 
 
Free to join – see: 
www.gip-uk.org 
 
 
 
 

  Green Infrastructure Partnership 



 
A park is usually thought of as an 

individual site managed for 
amenity… 

 
 
 
Green infrastructure is a network of 

green spaces, trees, green roofs, 
river corridors etc managed to 
maximise ‘ecosystems services’ 
such as sustainable drainage, 
urban cooling, active transport, 
public health… 

  Parks or green infrastructure? 



The importance of green infrastructure is 
recognised at EU level:  

‘a strategically planned network of high 
quality natural and semi-natural areas with 
other environmental features, which is 
designed and managed to deliver a wide 
range of ecosystem services…  

‘One of the key attractions of GI is its ability 
to perform several functions in the same 
spatial area…’ 

 
 
 
 

  Green infrastructure 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/ecos
ystems/docs/green_infrastructure_broc.pdf 



 

Local planning authorities do two key things: 

 

1) Make a plan for their area 
(Work with planning colleagues to ensure the plan includes  

a commitment to high quality parks and  

green infrastructure and is supported by a parks /  

green infrastructure strategy.) 

 

2) Decide (or ‘determine’) individual 

 planning applications. 

 

 

  An overview of planning 



 

Section 106  

 

• A developer agrees to pay money 
to the local authority to ‘mitigate 
the impact’ of a particular 
development. 

• The money has to be spent within 
or very close to that particular 
development. 

 

 
 
 

  Section 106 and CIL 



 

Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL)  

 

• Each local authority fixes how much CIL it will levy on every new 
development above a certain size. 

• The money can be spent anywhere within the local authority. 

• It pays for infrastructure. 

 

 
 
 
 

  Section 106 and CIL 



  CIL can be spent on parks 



  CIL can be spent on parks 



 

Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL)  

TCPA publication about how to fund the 
creation and maintenance of community 
assets, including parks.  

Has information about using CIL to fund 
parks… 

 
http://www.tcpa.org.uk/pages/built-today-treasured-
tomorrow.html 

 
 
 
 

  CIL can be spent on parks 



Multifunctional benefits of strategically designed  
networks of green infrastructure: 
 
• Urban cooling 
• Reduced water run-off to drains 
• Better mental health 
• Better physical health 
• Social cohesion 
• Economic attractiveness 
• Active travel 
• Biodiversity… 
 
 

 

  Making the case for green infrastructure 



Evidence of the multiple 
benefits of high quality 
green infrastructure 
have been documented 
widely… 
 
This ‘PostNote’ is a 
useful round-up 
 
 
 

 
 
 

   Making the case for green infrastructure 

House of Commons 
PostNote 448 



The Mayor of London’s 2050 
Infrastructure plan included a chapter on 
green infrastructure, supported by this 
taskforce report setting out what needs 
to happened to improve the functionality 
of London’s green infrastructure, 
manage it and fund it… 
 
https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/environment/environment-
publications/green-infrastructure-task-force-report 

   Making the case for green infrastructure 



The Natural Capital Committee’s 2015 
report argued that green infrastructure 
close to where people live is of huge 
economic value to the country… 
 
Their work will be feeding into the 
Government’s 25 year natural 
environment plan, due later this year. 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/groups/natural-capital-committee 

   Making the case for green infrastructure 



1. Make sure your local plan has a strong vision for high quality 
well-maintained parks and green infrastructure, supported by a 
parks and green infrastructure strategy. 
 
2. Make a strong case for including parks maintenance in your 
local authority’s CIL schedule. 
 
3. Support your arguments by using all the evidence available 
about the benefits of green infrastructure for health, flood 
mitigation, air pollution control, urban cooling, public health… 

   What you need to do… 



Your colleagues in the planning 
department… 
 
Your director of public health… 
 
Parish councils / neighbourhood forums 
(they decide how 25% of CIL in their 
area is spent if their neighbourhood plan 
is agreed by a referendum)… 

   Who can help you? 



 
Thank you! 
 
Julia Thrift 
Head of Projects & Events 
TCPA 
julia.thrift@tcpa.org.uk 
@juliathrift 
 
www.tcpa.org.uk 
www.gip-uk.org 
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