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Nick Grayson, Climate Change & Sustainability Manager,  
Senior Research Fellow, University of Birmingham  

Birmingham City Council 
Leader- leading global 
green city; 
 

Planning- 2031 
150,000 population; 
40,000 new homes; 
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Two Birmingham Challenges 

 
 
 

•Biodiversity  * Local Climate         * Recreation 
 

•Education  * Aesthetics & mobility        * Flood risk 
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Two Birmingham Challenges 
Excess Years Life Lost at LSOA 

Birmingham –  

a global first 
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Manchester? 

GLA? 

New York? 
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Two Birmingham Challenges 
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Urban Wellbeing Park  
Operational Plan 
“Creating living parks with people that are 
well used and managed for wellbeing” 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?url=http://www.laca.co.uk/news/apse-offers-school-caterers-briefing-note-horsemeat-issues&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=R77tVPWGJJPA7AbH7oGADA&ved=0CBYQ9QEwAA&usg=AFQjCNHOZW0awp5w1GDgKQ5QmF27ZPANIg


Two Birmingham Challenges 
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Number one outcome – 
Over 5 years  
Prove the health benefits 
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Two Birmingham Challenges 

Green Infrastructure 
Innovation Projects call ? 
£100,000 grant 

2016-18 to test NCPT as a 
National Industry 
Standard Tool? 
To be tested:- 
Smithfield (ZEC) 
Southern Gateway 
Langley-SUE 
UK Central (HS2) 
Southampton 
Central Bedfordshire 
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Natural Capital Planning Tool  - NCPT                    (R.I.C.S.) 
10 Ecosystem Services  
 

Multiple Benefits 
 

Stakeholders  
& 
Co-investors 

Returns on 
Investment 
 

25 indicators 
Ecosystems Impact 
Score 

Ecosystem Service 
Weighting 

Ecosystem Service 
Impact 

Development impact 
score 

& options +VE 

Two Birmingham Challenges 

Sustainable Urban 
Extension; & 
Industrial Partners 

ZERO EMISSIONS CITY 
SMITHFIELD 
WITH WORLD 
BUSINESS COUNCIL 
SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT 

AUTOMATED TOOL 
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Two Birmingham Challenges 

 
1. Housing quality and design  
2. Access to healthcare services 
and other social infrastructure  
3. Access to open space 
and nature  
4. Air quality, noise and 
neighbourhood amenity  
5. Accessibility and active travel  
6. Crime reduction and 
community safety  
7. Access to healthy food  
8. Access to work and training  
9. Social cohesion and lifetime 
neighbourhoods  
10. Minimising the use of 
resources  
11. Climate change  
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Two Birmingham Challenges 
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Net +ve for natural capital; global learning for wbcsd 
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Birmingham: The UK’s First Biophilic City  

- Cities that achieve a deep affinity with nature 

Milwaukee 

San Francisco 

Birmingham 

Wellington 

Vittoria- Gastiez 

Milwaukee 

Rio de Janeiro 

Montreal 

Oslo Perth 

Birmingham 
San Fransisco 
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http://biophiliccities.org/
http://wpdev.biophiliccities.org/what-are-biophilic-cities/singapore/
http://wpdev.biophiliccities.org/what-are-biophilic-cities/portland/
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http://birminghamclimate.com/ie_index2.html 

http://www.local.gov.uk/health/-/journal_content/56/10180/3510483/ARTICLE 
http://www.bmj.com/content/348/bmj.g2407 
 

http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/greencommission 
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/greenlivingspaces 

http://www.theguardian.com/cities/2014/apr/03/birmingham-san-francisco-oslo-global-green-biophilic-cities-club 

http://www.landscapeinstitute.co.uk/PDF/Contribute/PublicHealthandLandscape_CreatingHealthyPlaces_FINAL.pdf 
http://www.cell.com/trends/endocrinology-metabolism//retrieve/pii/S1043276007000690?cc=y 
 

http://biophiliccities.org/ 

https://www.naturalcapitalcommittee.org/ 

http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/plan2031 

Nick Grayson, Climate Change & Sustainability Manager, 
nick_grayson@birmingham.gov.uk;  

http://www.wbcsd.org/home.aspx 
http://uknea.unep-wcmc.org/ 

http://www.intelligenthealth.co.uk/team/dr-william-bird/ 

Questions & Answers? 

17 

http://www.mckinsey.com/insights/urbanization/urban_world 
http://www.rics.org/uk/knowledge/research/research-reports/natural-capital-tool-planning-/ 
http://www.farrellreview.co.uk/ 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=48773#.VrnAcVLctjo 

Two Birmingham Challenges 

http://liveablecities.org.uk/ 
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