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Eco Bicester 

Gabi Kaiser 



Bicester Context 



Bicester: a growing town 

1950  1999 



Planned Growth to 2031 

10,200 houses   

138 ha employment 

land  

Extensive infrastructure 

provision 

The Cherwell Local Plan 



Eco Town at Bicester  

Central Government 
initiative  
Looking to increase 
housing delivery  
Looking to move faster 
to address impacts of 
climate change  
Create sustainable 
communities  
Attractive places to live  
 

5 



Eco Town  

2009 NW Bicester 
identified as 1 of 4 
Eco Towns 
nationally  
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Eco Town at Bicester  

Locally 
identified site  
Part of the 
town rather 
than a 
separate town  
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NW Bicester Eco Town  
Planning permission 
granted for first 
phase   
393 dwellings, local 
centre, community 
hall, eco business 
centre, primary 
school and 40% 
green space  
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NW Bicester Eco Development 
Standards   

Zero Carbon  
Climate Change Adaptation  
Homes  
Employment  
Transport  
Healthy lifestyles  
Local services  
Green infrastructure  
Landscape and Historic Environment  
Biodiversity  
Water  
Flood risk management  
Waste  
Masterplanning  
Transition  
Community and Government  
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Zero Carbon  
Over a year the net carbon 
dioxide emissions from all 
energy use within the 
buildings on the eco town 
development as a whole are 
zero or below 

Minimised energy use in 
the buildings  
District heating from a 
local energy centre  
Photovoltaic panels on 
the roof  
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Eco Bicester One Shared Vision  

‘To create a vibrant 
Bicester where 
people choose to 
live, to work and to 
spend their leisure 
time in sustainable 
ways’ 
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Eco Bicester  

Delivery of large scale new 
development 

Measures to improve the 
town as a whole 
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Environmental Sustainability 

Bicester a sustainable 
growth town 
 
Zero carbon development – 
NW Bicester (EcoTown) 
 
Comprehensive approach 
(whole town) – One Shared 
Vision 
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Strategy 

Increase awareness of 
environmental sustainability 
 
Assist residents in saving 
energy and reducing their 
carbon footprint  

 
 
 

Explore and 
showcase innovative 
environmental 
technologies 
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HOW 
Strategic – have an eye on the big picture and long terms 
goals. 
Flexible - responding opportunistically to projects small or large, 
old and new 
Partnerships/ Networking - building a wide range of trusted 
relationships 
Innovative - looking at ways to draw in new ideas and practices 
- aiming high, but not too high. Brave certainly. 
Pragmatic - Eco-Town, Garden Town, Healthy New Town 
Academic Rigour  
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Whole Town Approach  



Take Action 
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100 energy 
monitor loans 

600 
residents 
engaged 



  With Bicester Green  
Bicester Moves 
Promoting reuse in a 
growth town 
With Bicester Town 
Council 
Building a Natural 
Playground 
With Bicester Town 
Council 
Biodiversity and wayfinding 
signage in Bure Park 
Nature Reserve  
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3,000 maps 
handed out 

 



Innovate 
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http://energystoragesense.com/fuel-cells-and-hydrogen/


Eco Bicester: Key milestones 

Retrofitting programme launched – 2010 
Insulation scheme 2010 – 2012 
Green Deal Pioneer Places - 2013 
Bicester Boiler Scheme – 2014 /2015 
Best Energy Smart Initiative NEF ACE Award 
winner – June 2014 
Innovate UK and DECC funding successes 
2015/16 
 
 



What challenges still remain? 

Raising awareness through long term engagement 
Continued commitment 
Monitoring and review 
Communication  
Reducing carbon 
Changing behaviours 
Funding  
 



Sustainable Economy 
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Thank you 
 
 

Gabi Kaiser 
Bicester Delivery Team 

Gabi.kaiser@cherwell-dc.gov.uk 
 

www.cherwell-dc.gov.uk 
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