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Better Eating, Better 
Learning: a new context for 

school food 
 

Lynne Carter, Policy Manager at the Learning Directorate, 

Support and Wellbeing Unit of the Scottish Government 

explains how they hope to drive further improvements in 

Scotland’s school food. 

S

The Better Eating, Better Learning working 

group
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For more information visit http://www.scotland.gov.uk/

Publications/2014/03/1606 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2014/03/8564

Make light work of heavy tasksMake light work of heavy tasks
 Removes the risks associated with working at height 

 and manual handling
 Removes the need for a two man operation and hazards 

 associated with lifting and unloading wheelbarrows 
 and spoil

 The crane is compact and lightweight, taking up 
 very little load space

 The crane can be utilised for lifting other items of plant, 

 Suitable for all 3.5+ tonne LCV & HGV vehicles

Call 01246 811475 or visit 
pennyhydraulics.com 
for more information

VEHICLE MOUNTED EQUIPMENT

FV300/2

NEW
!

FV300/2
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Why youth unemployment 
needs localised solutions
Cllr Anne Western, leader of Derbyshire County Council, explains why reducing 

youth unemployment is a priority for her authority and calls for greater national 

recognition of local government’s role in tackling this national crisis 

attention to vocational 

Young worker using wheels to work scheme
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Contact:   jenny.hodgkinson@derbyshire.gov.uk
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Fire starters 
Greater Manchester Fire and Rescue Service is concerned like many about the fire 

risks posed by waste transfer sites and the development of refuse derived fuel 

storage facilities. Peter O’Reilly, Assistant Chief Fire Officer, at Greater Manchester 

Fire and Rescue Service, explains the issues. 

L
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Contact: Peter O’Reilly, Assistant Chief Fire Officer, Director 

of Prevention and Protection, Greater Manchester Fire and 

Rescue Service

We would like to hear about how other authorities 

have responded to this issue and APSE has offered to 

coordinate responses or facilitate a future discussion 

for interested parties. If you have something to share or 

would like to be involved in a future network meeting 

about this issue please email Mo Baines on  

mbaines@apse.org.uk 
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 LANTERNS Project
The LANTERNS project aims to evaluate whether reducing 

night-time streetlight for environmental and energy reasons, has 

any impact on road traffic crashes and crime. Dr. Phil Edwards, 

Department of Population Health, London School of Hygiene and 

Tropical Medicine explains the approach to gathering evidence to 

support decision making on street lighting at a local level.

photo: NASA
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2-Posts   4-Posts  Mobiles  
Ingrounds  Platforms   Washbays

The Complete
Range.

www.stertiluk.com
01604 662 049  lifts@stertiluk.com

To participate in LANTERNS please contact: 

LANTERNS@LSHTM.ac.uk  Tel: 020 7958 813

The views and opinions expressed in this article are those 

of the authors and do not necessarily reflect those of the 

NIHR PHR Programme or the Department of Health.
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Gloucestershire County Council 
embraces cloud-based Symology 
Insight solution for street works 

U
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Contact Scott Hutchinson Scott.Hutchinson@symology.co.uk
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Focussing on Aviemore 
Scotland’s largest public sector 
fleet, waste and grounds services 
seminar and exhibition 2014
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You can reserve your place now by contacting Laura McNab 

at APSE on 01698 459 051 or emailing lmcnab@apse.org.uk
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Vision Techniques: 25 years 
of vehicle safety solutions
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Waste Management
Grounds Management

contactus@yotta.co.uk

www.yotta.co.uk/mayrise

01926 319 600

 

A partnering approach to groundcare 
fleet management. 

®

Symology

Highway Asset Management 
& Street Works Management Solutions

The introduction of the Jetpatcher agency at the end of 2011 has been a 

welcome addition to Nu-phalt’s growing portfolio. Success over the last 2 

years has seen our Jetpatcher fleet grow to 15 systems, as we meet customer 

requirements and drive cost efficiencies to their networks. 

We welcome the opportunity to demonstrate where we have enhanced the 

process by increasing the quality of repairs and introduced a unique and 

transparent management reporting systems. 

If you’re looking at ways to drive cost savings to your network, call us on 08442 

571570 or e-mail enquiries@jetpatcher.co.uk
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The Pedestrian Pound
Rediscovering the value of walking 

friendly high streets

Dr Rachel Lee, Policy and Research Coordinator  

Exmouth market
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brigade-electronics.com

Driving Global Safety

4 Cameras

1 Image

0 Blind Spots

Backeye® 360
NEW, intelligent, 360° 

camera monitor systems

Dr Rachel Lee Policy and Research Coordinator   

Rachel.lee@livingstreets.org.uk
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It’s good to stand out from the crowd, 
if you stand out for the right reason. In 
business if you want to be different it has 
to be beneficial for your business but more 
importantly for your customer.

That has been the thinking behind TBC Taxi & 
Bus Conversions, according to David Donnell, 
MD of one of the country’s leading vehicle 
conversion companies:

“I’d like to think that the work we do stands 
out from our competitors – that we are 
‘remarkably different’.  But it’s not for me 
to say and we are ultimately judged by 
our customers. So far we have been very 
encouraged by their response, but as always, 
there is more to do.”

TBC Taxi & Bus Conversions specialise in the 
conversion of wheelchair accessible vehicles.  
As accredited converters for a range of 
maufacturers they distribute through a 
selected number of Dealerships local to you, 
covering from Aberdeen to Poole and Bury 
St Edmunds to Swansea. 

TBC Conversions were the first converter in 
the UK to acquire Full Vehicle European Type 
Approval on the VW Caddy Maxi Life and 
VW Crafter– which means the vehicles have 
undergone the most rigid safety testing, and 
been approved to manufacturer standards.

Currently supplying a range of wheelchair 
accessible minibuses to Community 
Transport Groups and Councils across the UK, 
each vehicle is converted with intelligence, 
empathy and care.

“It is my belief that all drivers and passengers 
are entitled to the same level of safety and 
comfort, which is why we put such a great 

emphasis on design and development. We 
have created a continuous rear door seal for 
the Caddy Maxi Life – a feature unique to 
TBC - which makes our converted VW Caddy 
Maxi Life the quietest and warmest available 
anywhere.”

The VW Crafter Maxi / Mercedes Sprinter LWB 
Extra Long wheelchair accessible minibus 
can accommodate Driver plus 16 or Driver 
plus 6 wheelchairs or a combination, as all 
seats are quick release for easy removal, 
depending which best meets your individual 
requirements. There is full European Type 
Approval on the VW Crafter / Mercedes 
Sprinter range and vehicles are compliant 
with all minibus legislation.  TBC provide the 
complete range of lifts – inboard and under 
floor,  choice of vehicle seating, pull tested 
seats, pull tested seats on wheel arches, 
Q’Straint /Unwin wheelchair passenger 
restraints, modified front entry step and 
side and front door options offering you the 
choice to meet the demands and needs of 
your customer.

TBC Taxi & Bus Conversions has established 
excellent relationships with UK Commercial 
Dealerships, from which customers benefit. 
The company has a ‘Letter of no objection’ 
from VW Hamburg, which is the highest 
testimonial possible from the manufacturer.

We do things differently, your vehicle is 
individual to you- You Spec It, We Build It and 
we provide a full 3 year bumper to bumper 
warranty with ALL conversions.

For more information please 
call 0844 656 2928 or log onto 
www.tbc-conversions.co.uk

TBC
TAXI & BUS CONVERSIONS

Being that little bit different is good for 
business – and the customer.



Before you make any decision on buying your next wheelchair

accessible vehicle, please call: 0844 656 2928
or log onto www.tbc-conversions.co.uk

At TBC Taxi and Bus Conversions
we convert our

Wheelchair Accessible Vehicles
with intelligence, empathy and care

W Caddy
Maxi Life
Seater Capacity

Driver + Wheelchair User
+ 4 Passengers

Bespoke
Accessible Minibu

From Driver + 9 to Driver + 1
and up to 6 Wheelchairs

Standard features include:

Original VW fuel tank

Full size spare wheel

Quieter and warmer due to
continuous rear door seal

Gas strut assisted-
lightweight ramp

Rear parking sensors

Replacement vehicle
available from your supplying
VW Commercial Centre

Full European Type Approval on complete
VW Crafter / Mercedes Sprinter Range
Accredited Converters for VW, Mercedes,
Fiat, Renault, Peugeot, Citroen &
Vauxhall
Available through Dealerships across the UK
Local people dealing with local people
Compliant with all minibus legislation

Before you make any decision on buying your next wheelchair  

accessible vehicle, please call: 0844 656 2928 
or log onto www.tbc-conversions.co.uk

At TBC Taxi and Bus Conversions 
we convert our 

Wheelchair Accessible Vehicles 
with intelligence, empathy and care

VW Caddy 
Maxi Life

6 Seater Capacity
Driver + Wheelchair User 

+ 4 Passengers

Bespoke 
Accessible Minibuses

From Driver + 9 to Driver + 16 
and up to 6 Wheelchairs

TBC
TAXI & BUS CONVERSIONS

Standard features include:

 Original VW fuel tank

 Full size spare wheel

 Quieter and warmer due to   
 continuous rear door seal

 Gas strut assisted-    
 lightweight ramp

 Rear parking sensors

 Replacement vehicle    
 available from your supplying   
 VW Commercial Centre

 Full European Type Approval on complete  
 VW Crafter / Mercedes Sprinter Range

 Accredited Converters for VW, Mercedes,  
 Fiat, Renault, Peugeot, Citroen & 
 Vauxhall

 Available through Dealerships across the UK

 Local people dealing with local people 

 Compliant with all minibus legislation

You Spec It, We Build It – Full 3 Year Bumper to Bumper Warranty with all Conversions

VV
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A new look at park life
APSE’s recent seminar at Old Trafford considered ways of reducing costs, 

generating income and seeking alternative funding sources for parks and 

greenspace in the wake of budget cuts 

A

direct news22



Scarab Sweepers is a global frontrunner in the design, manufacturing and supply of compact and truck-mounted road sweepers. 
Scarab products are all designed and built to a high standard at our manufacturing headquarters in Kent, England.

Our truck-mount models are built on a vehicle manufacturers chassis of your choice from 7.5 tonne to 18+ tonne GVW. 
Operators can select the type of transmission and power delivery system that best suits their needs.

 
If you need something out of the ordinary our design team will work with you to build a bespoke sweeper to your requirements.

wwwwww..ssccaarraabb--sswweeeeppeerrss..ccoomm

Tough on the Streets - Easy on the Environment
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Move over Lord Sugar …
The APSE highways and engineering 

apprentice  award winners 2014! 

Jobs, training and a wage thanks to 

Nottingham City Council
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Carbon Management at 
North Tyneside Council
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Contact: Paul Nelson, Environmental Sustainability Manager, 

North Tyneside Council: paul.nelson@northtyneside.gov.uk

APSE briefings, events and training courses

The latest briefings  
available to down-
load on the APSE 
website 
14-08 

collections

14-09

14-10

14-11

14-12

14-13

14-14

14-15

14-16

Upcoming events 
APSE Scotland fleet, waste & 

grounds seminar 2014

APSE Annual Seminar and Service 

Awards 2014 

 

Training courses 
Sharps Awareness for frontline 

staff 

Handling difficult conversations 

with frontline staff 

ICCM Customer Care In 

Cemeteries & Crematoria Services 

Supervisory skills for team 

leaders in frontline services 

Sharps Awareness for frontline 

staff 

Supervisory skills for team 

leaders in frontline services - NI 

Street Scene and Street Cleansing 

Supervisory Skills

ICCM Customer Care in 

Cemeteries & Crematoria Services

Event management 

For all training enquiries or to 

organise a bespoke APSE training 

course for your authority please 

contact Jan Kennedy on jkennedy@

apse.org.uk
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BigBelly®

S O L A R  C O M PA C T O R  S T R E E T  B I N S

Call 0844 800 6393 for a free demonstration

Eliminating the waste in waste collection

Proven to reduce bin collections by an average 86%

Proven savings of over 70% on collection costs

No Capital funding required

Reduce street cleaning requirements

Advertising and communication opportunities 

You pay £21 per week per unit

 generated with over 100 councils

We return £77 per week per unit*

E: info@bigbellysolar.co.uk
T: 0844 800 6393 89%88%86%

www.bigbellysolar.co.uk
82%



The Flood Water 
Management Act 2010
Kelvin Packer, Service Manager - highways, Bath and North East Somerset 

1. The reducing resources in local 

government.

2. The impact of climate change.

Photo: Metro
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review the causes and lessons learnt. 

This work resulted in the ‘Pitt Review’, 

a piece of work culminating in over 90 

recommendations for improvements. 

Although the recommendations are 

numerous, Pitt’s work identified some 

key themes to improve the way we 

deal with flood risk.

For local authority engineers and 

planners, these themes are: Improve 

our record keeping and collection of 

information to help understand flood 

risk.  Better planning for developments 

in land with a flood risk. Agencies 

working together to ensure effective 

mitigation and response. Promoting 

awareness and community resilience.

The Flood Water 

Management Act was 

introduced in 2010 

and aims to make 

the responsibility for 

managing flood risk 

much clearer and 

ensure partnership 

working. It certainly 

helps clarify the 

relation between 

the local author-

ity who fulfils the 

role of Lead Local 

flood Authority 

with responsibil-

ity for leading on 

ordinary water-

courses, surface 

water and ground water run-off. The 

Environment Agency continue to be 

responsible for the ‘warn and inform 

role’ along with leading on main riv-

ers, reservoirs and the coastal matters. 

Some of the new duties are welcomed 

by the LLFA, such as greater powers to 

undertake works. However, the Act 

has also introduced new duties that 

require staff to develop new skills and 

work with a wide range of people, 

other professionals and across sectors.

Without doubt, flooding stories attract 

media interest and there are already 

examples of journalists attending 

public meetings and technical staff 

being asked to address the media or 

speak on local radio. 

With a statutory duty to investigate 

flooding incidents staff may be 

dealing directly with vulnerable, dis-

tressed or angry property owners. In 

such cases staff will need to exercise 

considerable inter-personal skills 

to deal with the situation as well as 

establishing the cause of the flooding.

In addition to strengthening part-

nering skills, the Lead Local Flood 

Authority will need to enhance its 

technical capacity as it now has a duty 

to map flood risk, undertake flood 

risk assessments and produce surface 

water management plans.

In Bath and North East Somerset 

over 400 weather related incidents 

have occurred in the period between 

January and March 2014, including 

four significant land slips. The Council 

is responding to the weather related 

incidents by employing specialist 

consultants and restructuring the 

team creating a single drainage team 

to deal with all aspects of drainage, 

providing residents with a single 

point of contact.  Regular meetings 

with the Environment Agency and 

the Planning Authority are helping to 

establish a collaborative approach to 

tackling flood risk.

Sustainable 
Drainage Systems 
(SuDS)
After some delay Statutory 

Instruments are due to pass through 

Parliament in April 2014 enabling 

the SuDS provision of the FWMA to 

become effective from October 2014. 

Sustainable drainage is a key tool in 

mitigating the impact of new devel-

opment and helping to regulate the 

discharge of surface water in sensitive 

catchments.

As part of the planning process devel-

opers will bring forward applications 

for approval the SuDS Approval body, 

another responsibility falling upon 

the LLFA. SuDS broadly fall into two 

categories; 

1. Open systems such as swales, 

ditches and attenuation ponds which 

are constructed adjacent to roads and 

footways.

2.  A closed system. Most likely, con-

structed underground water storage 

areas and oversize pipe systems 

where surface water 

is drained through 

permeable paving 

materials and porous 

surfacing.

Both categories will 

bring operational and 

financial challenges 

for local authorities. 

In the case of open 

systems how will at-

tenuation ponds be 

fenced off for public 

safety, what inspection 

regimes will operate 

and  how will opera-

tives be able to cut the 

grass and litter pick from 

swales and ditches?

With closed systems, will Contractors 

and utility companies have the aware-

ness of standards and gangs have the 

skills to excavate and reinstate in these 

alternative constructions? Equally im-

portant in times of austerity, will the 

LLFA have adequate staff to ensure 

compliance with the standards and 

oversee works?

With the ever increasing impact of 

flooding and climate change, all local 

authorities need to adapt services. 

However, those authorities that will 

deliver the best service to residents 

are the organisations that pro-actively 

develop the staff skills and create the 

capacity to deliver the duties of the 

Flood Water Management Act.

Contact: Kelvin_Packer@bathnes.gov.uk 

Swale at Upton urban extension development in 
Northampton photo: AECOM
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APSE Apprentice Awards 2014

A
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New Health & Safety web site
HSE launches a new website to help councils get their health and safety priorities 

right and deal with  myths and misunderstandings

You can view the new  sensible risk 

guidance at  

http://www.hse.gov.uk/services/local-

government/sensible-risk/index.htm 
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Report back
A round up of APSE events on behalf of our members

England

Party conferences
APSE hosted two fringe events on mu-

nicipal energy at the 2014 Conservative 

Councillors Conference  held in London 

on the 28 February and the 1 March at 

the Hotel Russell. Prime Minister David 

Cameron opened the event joined by 

London Mayor Boris Johnson. Across 

the Thames at the London Excel Arena 

APSE promoted its latest research pro-

gramme to delegates at the Association 

of Labour Councillors conference on 

the 1 and 2 March 2014.

Highways 
The APSE Roads, Highways and Street 

Lighting seminar took place in early 

March in Newcastle Upon Tyne with 

delegates from across the UK. The key 

note opening address was provided by 

Haydn Davies from the Department of 

Transport with a look at the future of the 

Highways assets and long term funding. 

To view presentations from the seminar 

visit the member resources pages of 

the  APSE  website at www.apse.org.uk  

or contact Phil Brennan, APSE Principal 

Advisor. pbrennan@apse.org.uk

Parked up 
APSE delegates  at the recent Parks 

seminar held at Manchester United 

football club were addressed by 

Rachel Edwards of the Big Society and 

Community Rights Division from the  

Department for Communities and Local 

Government. Ms Edwards explained 

the new allotments guidance issued by 

DCLG.  Tony Sinclair grounds manager 

for the club provided an insight into the 

techniques and tools in maintaining a 

premiership standard pitch at one of 

the UK’s most famous sporting venues.

Clean sweep 
Speakers explored the current issues for

Street scene services at the APSE street 

cleansing seminar 2014, at Aston Villa.  

Dr Rachel Lee, a keynote speaker, overviews 

the value of the pedestrian pound on pages 

18-19. Presentations from the seminar can 

be downloaded on the APSE website.

Sent to Coventry 
APSE’s central region hosted a parks 

seminar on income generation and 

efficiencies at Coombe Park Coventry 

which included Bill Buckley an APSE 

associate who looked at performance 

and efficiency measures and Joe Taylor 

Country Parks manager. The event was 

jointly hosted with the west midlands 

parks forum.

Shakespeare’s Leaders 
APSE chief executive Paul O’Brien at-

tended The MJ Future Forum hosted 

in Stratford-upon-Avon  exploring the 

future options for local government 

with leaders from across the UK.

Scotland 

Cosla 
APSE principal advisor Louise McMillan 

and APSE chief executive Paul O’Brien 

attended the COSLA  conference held 

on the 13 -14 March held at St Andrews 

which explored transformation and 

service improvement  within a Scottish 

context. 

Scottish parties
The Scottish Labour Conference 2014 

took place on the 21- 23 March in Perth 

with APSE in attendance promoting its 

research programme to local council-

lors. APSE will also be attending the SNP 

conference in Aberdeen on the 11 and 

12th April.

Food glorious food
APSE and ASSIST will jointly host a 

conference on ‘Better Eating: Better 

Learning ‘ on the 22 May  in Edinburgh. 

For further details about this high pro-

file event contact Louise McMillan on 

lmcmillan@apse.org.uk 

Evidence is the key 

Northern Ireland 

LGRJF 
APSE continues to chair the Local 

Government Reform Joint Forum which 

last met on the 19 March. It is a critical 

time for local authorities in Northern 

Ireland as reorganisation moves for-

ward. 

Leisurely pace
March saw APSE host an event on the 

reform of local government and the 

future of leisure service at Lough Neagh 

Discovery Centre in Craigavon. With a 

keynote address by Andrew Uprichard, 

an APSE Solutions Associate, discussing 

the benefits and disadvantages of Trust 

models in leisure service delivery. For 

details contact Phil Brennan on pbren-

nan@apse.org.uk 

Wales

Strategic manoeuvres 
APSE Wales hosted two strategic forum 

events on Service Transformation: 

on the 2 April at Plas Hafod Hotel in 

Flintshire chaired by Cllr Alex Aldridge; 

and on the 7 April at the Thistle Hotel 

Cardiff.

Environment & Highways
The Wales Environment and Highways 

advisory groups took place on 10 

April at the media resource centre 

Llandrindod Wells including discus-

sions on the Environment Bill for Wales, 

increasing recycling rates and APSE’s 

waste research. The Highways group 

focussed on highways repairs, use of so-

cial media and an update on the APSE 

CSS Wales report. For details contact 

djohns@apse.org.uk 

Yes Minister 
The 3 July will see Llandrindod Wells 

host the APSE Wales Seminar and AGM 

which will hear a key note address from 

the Minister for Local Government and 

Government Business, Lesley Griffiths, 

AM.  To register your interest in this 

event please email djohns@apse.org.uk 
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Fiat Professional

GreenFleet

Fiat Professional and IMPERIAL Commercials  
look forward to welcoming you to our stand 

at APSE.   
Contact IMPERIAL Commercials: 0141 425 1530 
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THE NEW DAF EURO 6 SERIES: 
TAILORED FOR EVERY APPLICATION

Featuring new ultra clean Euro 6 drivelines which are both economic and reliable together 

with new purpose designed chassis layouts the new generation of DAF trucks sets the 

standard in transport efficiency. Low operating cost and maximum uptime make the 

new LF, CF and XF the best trucks for the operator. Outstanding comfort and ease of 

use make them also the favourite of every driver. The new Euro 6 LF, CF and XF: there is 

always a DAF that perfectly matches your requirements.

DRIVEN BY QUALITY

TRUCKS  |  PARTS  |  FINANCE WWW.DAF.CO.UK


