
Methodology: Survey was conducted online. Email 
invitations were sent to elected councillors in the UK.
Fieldwork: 5th November – 18th November 2025
Sample size: 504

APSE Councillors Survey

Conducted by Survation on behalf of APSE
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Q1. Given the current pressure facing Council budgets. How likely, if at all, would you say it is that your local 
authority will have to issue a section 114 ( or S.95 in Scotland) notice (declaring bankruptcy) in the next five 
years?

BASE: All respondents. Unweighted total: 504. Changes vs 2024.

26% (-8)

14% (-3)

58% (+11)

3% (-)

 NET: Likely(Very likely+Likely)

Neither likely nor unlikely

 NET: Unlikely(Unlikely+Not likely)

Don't know
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Q1. Given the current pressure facing Council budgets. How likely, if at all, would you say it is that your local 
authority will have to issue a section 114 ( or S.95 in Scotland) notice (declaring bankruptcy) in the next five 
years?

BASE: All respondents. Unweighted total: 504. Changes vs 2024.

26% (-8)

14% (-3)

58% (+11)

3% (-)

25% (-10)

13% (+1)

60% (+7)

2% (+2)

28% (-11)

13% (-5)

57% (+16)

2% (-1)

 NET: Likely(Very likely+Likely)

Neither likely nor unlikely

 NET: Unlikely(Unlikely+Not likely)

Don't know

All

Finance Committee

Audit Committee
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Q1. Given the current pressure facing Council budgets. How likely, if at all, would you say it is that your local 
authority will have to issue a section 114 ( or S.95 in Scotland) notice (declaring bankruptcy) in the next five 
years? – By Political Party

BASE: All respondents. Unweighted total: 504. Changes vs 2024.

26% (-8)

14% (-3)

58% (+11)

2% (-1)

32% (-7)

10% (-3)

58% (+12)

0% (-2)

22% (-8)

12% (-4)

64% (+12)

2% (-)

22% (-19)

20% (+4)

55% (+16)

3% (-1)

 NET: Likely(Very likely+Likely)

Neither likely nor unlikely

 NET: Unlikely(Unlikely+Not likely)

Don't know

All CON LAB LIB DEM
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Q2_Summary. One way local authorities try to avoid issuing a section 114 notice (or S.95 in Scotland) is by cutting 
spending on certain services or stop providing altogether. Please rank each of the following services in order of how 
comfortable you'd be to see cut if your local authority were facing bankruptcy

BASE: All respondents. Unweighted total: 504. Changes vs 2024.

32% (+4)

17% (-2)

9% (-2)

8% (-3)

8% (-2)

15% (+2)

4% (+1)

7% (-)

16% (-4)

20% (-2)

18% (+3)

15% (+3)

7% (-3)

9% (+1)

8% (-1)

6% (+2)

11% (-2)

18% (-1)

18% (-1)

21% (+5)

13% (-2)

9% (-2)

7% (+3)

2% (-1)

16% (-)

18% (+4)

21% (+1)

15% (-3)

17% (+1)

8% (-2)

3% (-)

3% (-)

9% (-1)

11% (-)

18% (+4)

19% (-2)

26% (+3)

10% (-3)

5% (-)

3% (-)

7% (+1)

5% (-2)

7% (-4)

13% (-1)

19% (+2)

31% (-)

15% (+5)

4% (-)

2% (-3)

8% (+4)

5% (-2)

4% (-1)

5% (+2)

5% (-1)

49% (-7)

21% (+6)

6% (+3)

2% (-3)

4% (-)

5% (+2)

5% (-1)

13% (+5)

10% (-1)

55% (-7)

 The lighting on streets

 The footpath maintenance

 The general road maintenance

 The winter maintenance(e.g. gritting)

 The waste and recycling collection

 The amount of affordable housing

 Care for adults

 Care for children

 Rank 1  Rank 2  Rank 3  Rank 4  Rank 5  Rank 6  Rank 7  Rank 8
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Q3. Which of the following services, if any, has your local authority had to cancel or close since 2010?

BASE: All respondents. Unweighted total: 504. Changes vs 2024.

34% (-5)

35% (-)

27% (-2)

24% (-4)

22% (-4)

20% (-3)

19% (-)

14% (-3)

16% (-)

14% (-2)

14% (-1)

12% (+2)

54% (+5)

54% (+1)

62% (-)

50% (+4)

64% (+1)

67% (+1)

72% (-2)

65% (+4)

67% (+1)

70% (+1)

66% (+2)

69% (-5)

12% (-1)

12% (-)

11% (+2)

27% (+1)

13% (+3)

13% (+2)

9% (+2)

21% (-1)

16% (-2)

16% (+1)

20% (-2)

19% (+3)

 Culture and events

 Libraries

 Leisure centres

 Adult learning

 Parks and rec

 Street cleaning

 Bin collections

 Special needs

 Road maintenance

 Housing

 Adult social care

 Homelessness support

Have Have not Don't know
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Q4. At the 2024 budget, the Chancellor provided an additional £1.3 billion in financial support for local 
government. Thinking about the financial situation of the council you sit on, which of the following is closest 
to your view?

BASE: All respondents. Unweighted total: 504. Changes vs 2024.

10% (+4)

83% (-4)

7% (-)

 My local authority area will receive adequate funding from
central government

 My local authority area will not receive adequate funding from
central government

 Don't know
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Q5. An additional £1.5 billion was designated for social care grants, with £1.2 billion specifically earmarked 
for adult and children's social care. Do you think this is...

BASE: All respondents. Unweighted total: 504. Changes vs 2024.

5% (-)

84% (-1)

11% (+1)

3% (-2)

90% (-2)

8% (+5)

1% (-10)

96% (+10)

3% (-)

 Enough

 Not enough

 Don't know

All Adult social care committee Education/Children and Young People Committee
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Q6. Local authorities are permitted to increase council tax by up to 5% - 3% for general services and an 
additional 2% for adult social care. Do you think your council will:

BASE: All respondents. Unweighted total: 504. Changes vs 2024.

70% (-1)

21% (-)

4% (+2)

1% (+1)

5% (-)

 Increase council tax by the full 5%
cap

 Increase council tax but below the
5% cap

 Freeze the rate of council tax

 Reduce the rate of council tax

 Don't know
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Q6. Local authorities are permitted to increase council tax by up to 5% - 3% for general services and an 
additional 2% for adult social care. Do you think your council will:
- By Committee Membership

BASE: All respondents. Unweighted total: 504. Changes vs 2024.

70% (-1)

21% (-)

4% (+2)

1% (+1)

5% (-)

76% (-)

14% (-)

3% (+1)

0% (-)

7% (-1)

 Increase council tax by the full 5%
cap

 Increase council tax but below the
5% cap

 Freeze the rate of council tax

 Reduce the rate of council tax

 Don't know

All

Finance
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Q7. The government has a target to build 1.5 million new homes in the current parliament. This means that 
some of these homes will need to be built in your local authority. Generally speaking, do you support or 
oppose more homes being built in your local area beyond current levels?

BASE: All respondents. Unweighted total: 504. Changes vs 2024.

64% (-7)

8% (-)

27% (+6)

 NET: Support(Strongly+Somewhat)

 Neither support nor oppose

 NET: Oppose(Strongly+Somewhat)
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Q7. The government has a target to build 1.5 million new homes in the current parliament. This means that 
some of these homes will need to be built in your local authority. Generally speaking, do you support or 
oppose more homes being built in your local area beyond current levels? – By Political Party

BASE: All respondents. Unweighted total: 504. Changes vs 2024.

64% (-7)

8% (-)

27% (+6)

31% (-7)

13% (-3)

56% (+10)

89% (-6)

5% (+4)

5% (+1)

64% (-12)

9% (-)

27% (+12)

 NET: Support(Strongly+Somewhat)

 Neither support nor oppose

 NET: Oppose(Strongly+Somewhat)

All

CON

LAB

LIB DEM
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Q7. The government has a target to build 1.5 million new homes in the current parliament. This means that 
some of these homes will need to be built in your local authority. Generally speaking, do you support or 
oppose more homes being built in your local area beyond current levels? – By Committee Membership

BASE: All respondents. Unweighted total: 504. Changes vs 2024.

64% (-7)

8% (-)

27% (+6)

52% (-18)

7% (+3)

40% (+15)

64% (-24)

1% (-1)

35% (+25)

 NET: Support(Strongly+Somewhat)

 Neither support nor oppose

 NET: Oppose(Strongly+Somewhat)

All

Planning Committee

Housing/Regeneration Committee
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Q8. Given the lack of progress in enforcing removal of dangerous cladding and remediation work on unsafe 
buildings, such as those with damp and mould which of the following statements comes closest to your 
view?

BASE: All respondents. Unweighted total: 504. Changes vs 2024.

77% (-)

12% (-2)

3% (-)

7% (+1)

 Greater enforcement powers are
needed at a local authority level

 Enforcement powers are about
right and I would not support

further powers

 Enforcement is too big a burden
on building owners and should be

reduced

 Don't know
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Q9. How familiar are you with the government's recent revisions to the local government fair funding 
formula?

BASE: All respondents. Unweighted total: 504.

13%

41%

39%

7%

 Very familiar

 Somewhat familiar

 Heard of it, but not familiar with
details

 Not heard of it before now
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Q10. From what you know, how fair do you think the new fair funding formula is to councils like yours?

BASE: All respondents. Unweighted total: 504.

12%

47%

26%

 NET: Fair (Very+Fair)

 NET: Unfair (Very+Unfair)

Don't know
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Q11. On a scale from 0 to 10, where 0 means 'no improvement at all' and 10 means 'a major improvement’, how 
much of an improvement - if any - do you think the new formula is compared to the previous one?

BASE: All respondents. Unweighted total: 504.

10%

33%

56%

7-10

4-6

0-3
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Q12. As far as you know, has the Home Office used hotels, hostels, or other accommodation in your local 
authority area to house asylum seekers or migrants?

BASE: All respondents. Unweighted total: 504.

69%

20%

11%

 Yes

 No

 Not sure



19

Q12. As far as you know, has the Home Office used hotels, hostels, or other accommodation in your local 
authority area to house asylum seekers or migrants?

BASE: All respondents. Unweighted total: 504.

69%

20%

11%

80%

12%

8%

61%

26%

13%

64%

29%

8%

 Yes

 No

 Not sure

All

CON

LAB

LD
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Q13. How well would you say this has been managed in your local authority area?

BASE: Respondents from local areas where the home office has used hotels/other accommodation in their local authorities to house asylum seekers. Unweighted total: 342

63%

33%

3%

 NET: Well (Very+Fairly)

 NET: Not Well (Not very+Not
at all)

 Don't know
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Q14_Summary. How much of an effect - if any - has this had in your area on each of the following?
(0 = No effect at all, 10 = A very large effect).

37%

36%

39%

35%

43%

26%

30%

27%

33%

25%

36%

35%

33%

33%

32%

 Local community cohesion

 Relationships between the
council and residents

 Pressure on local public
services

 Relationships between the
council and central

government

 Local housing availability

0-3 4-6 7-10

BASE: Respondents from local areas where the home office has used hotels/other accommodation in their local authorities to house asylum seekers. Unweighted total: 342
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Q15. How well supported do you feel your local authority has been by central government in managing 
responsibilities linked to asylum or migrant accommodation?

BASE: Respondents from local areas where the home office has used hotels/other accommodation in their local authorities to house asylum seekers. Unweighted total: 342

25%

55%

19%

 NET: Well Supported
(Very+Fairly)

 NET: Not Well Supported
(Not very+Not at all)

 Don't know
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Q15. How well supported do you feel your local authority has been by central government in managing 
responsibilities linked to asylum or migrant accommodation?

BASE: Respondents from local areas where the home office has used hotels/other accommodation in their local authorities to house asylum seekers. Unweighted total: 342

25%

55%

19%

12%

74%

14%

42%

38%

20%

28%

44%

27%

 NET: Well Supported
(Very+Fairly)

 NET: Not Well Supported
(Not very+Not at all)

 Don't know

All

CON

LAB

LD
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Q16. Thinking about councillor standards, how satisfied are you with the current rules governing councillor 
conduct and accountability in local government?

53%

13%

32%

2%

 NET: Satisfied (Very+Fairly)

 Neither satisfied nor
dissatisfied

 NET: Dissatisfied
(Very+Fairly)

 Don't know

BASE: All respondents. Unweighted total: 504.
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Q17_Summary. Thinking about councillors across local government, how well do you think they live up to each of the 
following?
(0 = Not at all, 10 = Completely).

11%

13%

16%

18%

19%

28%

26%

34%

30%

33%

61%

61%

51%

52%

49%

 Selflessness - acting in the
public interest

 Integrity - avoiding
obligations that might

influence decisions

 Objectivity - making
decisions based on merit

 Accountability - being
answerable for decisions and

actions

 Openness - being
transparent and sharing

reasons for decisions

0-3 4-6 7-10

BASE: All respondents. Unweighted total: 504.
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Q18. At present, local authorities have limited powers to suspend councillors who breach codes of conduct 
.How appropriate do you think this level of power is?

55%

36%

4%

4%

 Too limited - councils should
have greater powers to

suspend

 About right

 Too strong - suspension
should not be allowed

 Don't know

BASE: All respondents. Unweighted total: 504.
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Q19. On a scale from 0 to 10, where 0 means 'very poor' and 10 means 'very strong', how would you rate the overall 
effectiveness of current councillor standards and ethics arrangements in maintaining public confidence?

BASE: All respondents. Unweighted total: 504.

41%

31%

27%

7-10

4-6

0-3
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Survation. Engaging opinion to inform the future.
Survation provides vital insights for brands and organisations wanting to better understand authentic opinion, adding value and credibility 
to the research we provide to our clients. We are an innovative and creative market researcher and do not believe any single method can 
always be the right answer to complex client objectives. We conduct bespoke online and telephone custom research, omnibus surveys, 
face to face research, and advanced statistical modelling and data analysis.

Survation is an MRS Company Partner. All MRS Company Partners and their employees agree to adhere to the MRS Code of Conduct and 
MRS Company Partner Quality Commitment whilst undertaking research.  As a member of the British Polling Council, Survation has a 
strong commitment to transparency and the integrity of our work.

The Living Wage
Survation is proud to be a Living Wage Employer. This means that every member of staff in our organisation plus any contract staff are 
paid the London Living Wage. The Living Wage is an hourly rate set independently and updated annually, based on the cost living in the 
UK. We believe that every member of staff deserves at least a Living Wage. You can find out more about the Living Wage by 
visiting www.livingwage.org.uk

http://www.livingwage.org.uk/
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