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Developing networks & sharing 

good practice and resources to 

improve quality and consistency 

across London.

Our Role

We support the people who own, 
design and manage London’s green 
infrastructure.

Mission

To ensure that London has a well 
resourced network of high quality, 
thriving, safe, innovative and 
stimulating parks and green 
spaces that are accessible to all.

Parks for London
Centre for Excellence

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1suuFiCc5KfEjpJiDQdruF4nW7ansWeCu1cNYiCzyHVU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1suuFiCc5KfEjpJiDQdruF4nW7ansWeCu1cNYiCzyHVU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1suuFiCc5KfEjpJiDQdruF4nW7ansWeCu1cNYiCzyHVU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1suuFiCc5KfEjpJiDQdruF4nW7ansWeCu1cNYiCzyHVU/edit?usp=sharing
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Parks for London
Action Groups

Heads of 
Service

Litter & 
Waste

Asset 
Management

Women’s 
Safety



Young, Green, and Well
A research study on young 
Londoners’ green space use and 
mental wellbeing
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Download the report

https://parksforlondon.org.uk/new-report-young-green-and-well/
https://parksforlondon.org.uk/?smd_process_download=1&download_id=5726
https://parksforlondon.org.uk/?smd_process_download=1&download_id=5726
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Who manages London’s parks & green spaces?

33 
Boroughs

The Royal 
Parks

Lee Valley 
Regional 

Park 
Authority

Queen 
Elizabeth 
Olympic 

Park

Independent 
park trusts
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Park maintenance providers
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Service delivery in London Boroughs

Parks & Green 
Space Service

Grounds 
maintenance 
function

Client function 
outsourced

Joint borough 
service

Boroughs

In-house Direct labour 16

Trading
company

Ealing 
Hounslow

Outsourced Contractor(s) 12

Bromley 
Wandsworth

Richmond & 
Wandsworth

Trust Whole service Redbridge
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Parks management approaches are changing
Levers

• Service redesign
• > Public involvement

1 LESS MONEY

• Environment Plan
• Local Nature Recovery 

Strategies & Plans
• Climate Action Plans
• Net zero targets

2 POLICY DRIVERS
• Flooding
• Drought
• Fire & air quality
• Pests & diseases
• Managing people

3 IMPACT OF CLIMATE
CHANGE

ALL GREEN SPACE
MATTERS

• Merging agendas
• Green/blue 

infrastructure
• Private/public ownership
• Greater collaboration

5

• Electric/battery kit
• Landscape management

4 INNOVATION
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Download the 2022 report Download the 2021 report

https://parksforlondon.org.uk/?smd_process_download=1&download_id=3970
https://parksforlondon.org.uk/?smd_process_download=1&download_id=5617
https://parksforlondon.org.uk/?smd_process_download=1&download_id=5617
https://parksforlondon.org.uk/?smd_process_download=1&download_id=5617
https://parksforlondon.org.uk/?smd_process_download=1&download_id=3970
https://parksforlondon.org.uk/?smd_process_download=1&download_id=3970


11



12



13



14

2019 2022
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Climate change challenges
Green space management issues

• Sustainable Drainage 
System (SuDS)

• Water shortages
• Dry gardens
• Water features

2 DROUGHT & SHADE
• Firebreaks
• BBQs

3 FIRE & AIR QUALITY

MANAGING PEOPLE

• Expectations
• Behaviour
• Volunteering

5

• Invasive weeds
• Massaria disease

4 PESTS & DISEASES1 FLOODING
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Wesley Jackson / Unsplash
Parkrun
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4Download the report

https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/rba-gla_guide-parks_and_greenspace_final.pdf
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/rba-gla_guide-parks_and_greenspace_final.pdf
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/rba-gla_guide-parks_and_greenspace_final.pdf
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Climate change challenges
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Alisdare Hickson / Flickr Facundo Arrizabalaga

Kevin Grieve / Unsplash
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Ian Hodgkinson Merton Council

Matt Buck / Flickr Tom Wheatley / Unsplash
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Millfields User Group
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Climate change challenges
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Reference Guide
Integrated Weed Management in 
Amenity Spaces and Public Realm
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Download the sample
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http://parksforlondon.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Parks-for-London-Integrated-Weed-Management-reference-guide-March-2020-SAMPLE.pdf
http://parksforlondon.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Parks-for-London-Integrated-Weed-Management-reference-guide-March-2020-SAMPLE.pdf
http://parksforlondon.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Parks-for-London-Integrated-Weed-Management-reference-guide-March-2020-SAMPLE.pdf


Reference Guide
Integrated Weed Management in 
Amenity Spaces and Public Realm
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Download the sample

Overview of Management Options
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http://parksforlondon.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Parks-for-London-Integrated-Weed-Management-reference-guide-March-2020-SAMPLE.pdf
http://parksforlondon.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Parks-for-London-Integrated-Weed-Management-reference-guide-March-2020-SAMPLE.pdf
http://parksforlondon.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Parks-for-London-Integrated-Weed-Management-reference-guide-March-2020-SAMPLE.pdf
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Weed management templates

1
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Footpaths & Hard 
Surface Areas

Turf Sports Pitches

Grass Volume

Trees in Hard 
Landscape

Hedges

Herbaceous Bedding

Highways

Grass Amenity

Grass Meadows

Woodland

Rose Beds

Water Courses or 
Standing Water

Carparks

Grass Ornamental

Trees in Soft Landscape

Shrub Beds

Annual Bedding

Invasive Weeds
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1suuFiCc5KfEjpJiDQdruF4nW7ansWeCu1cNYiCzyHVU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wAO-xEe2jXU2u_wKMGQCRGjxlmkIxJmgH9sfTSE66GI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_r4reoanA0oq44aAPwVMBH0TYFUQ8GAis-yhJwm5nV4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MUb0GTlFhPfmWj13IeqZ9tpS0rlCG8GF2N8S6Y7FzNE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kMoJxmUlDe25kXd7XN1RaCCMRY-818nsYQmExs1lMMU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1eE_YM7KSjJZsjsb3jU_b6jSJThpKwV1h5fevdi-kZAo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1t7KHvEKqe4bsZpv4y9lAjsybul3LXX-vauDU0kejj-4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Xfkmx1CIjtyLVvl-Y6wUW5Xnqp6KS8XRGDdMRoR7wic/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1F_Mv1n227Rgq_mtSw1o0QGHAcvwkGiTuJxN5xjguh44/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11dRCPryvHhw-zG9-TkdSsCS0AYOT0edqDZ0Yba0cy-8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1O4hyhYrzi9L19G1wdeh0YRq5EJab3Ki30m9u01cCrjQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nxwgODtE7Ltdq6mD5kI2lVQTGG5e-qC9rzpCCPfYByw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1t9kA0U--PuSO47_81mWkj-LGLq-UXOxTN7RXKmvRSVE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1QtwZlrHsZ8eErFcipiyMnGzV77ch-dPKzhvx-Ykb0M4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1h2a9b2uTH5vSPJRGgP89oMcXie-yanAG1E6MiAlUyxU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qCq9saSMsCKWW3WDWw1APnDh8QSsxqlLnCXt5of1BSQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16XeWc2_D8xfEBa2oTITQ1eMr6-OM1akaVOAoLu5n_Hs/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jIwdbtTvmS5dy202Jw9NcT68ct4_-bidoG_q20htnbE/edit?usp=sharing
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Forestry Commission – Video (above)
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Forest Research – Tools & Resources

The Tree Council – A Toolkit for Local Authorities

https://youtu.be/W4i8yoqZRu0
https://youtu.be/W4i8yoqZRu0
https://youtu.be/W4i8yoqZRu0
https://www.forestresearch.gov.uk/tools-and-resources/fthr/pest-and-disease-resources/oak-processionary-moth-thaumetopoea-processionea/
https://parksforlondon.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Tree-Council-OPM-Toolkit-for-Local-Authorities-January-2022.pdf
https://www.forestresearch.gov.uk/tools-and-resources/fthr/pest-and-disease-resources/oak-processionary-moth-thaumetopoea-processionea/
https://parksforlondon.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Tree-Council-OPM-Toolkit-for-Local-Authorities-January-2022.pdf
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Climate change challenges
Green space management issues

• Sustainable Drainage 
System (SuDS)

1 FLOODING

• Water shortages
• Dry gardens
• Water features

2 DROUGHT & SHADE
• Firebreaks
• BBQs

3 FIRE & AIR QUALITY

• Expectations
• Behaviour
• Volunteering

5 MANAGING PEOPLE

• Invasive weeds
• Massaria disease

4 PESTS & DISEASES
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Encouraging users to adopt positive behaviours
To support green space habitats

• Sustainable Drainage 
System (SuDS)

1 FLOODING

• Watering trees
• Compaction

2 DROUGHT & SHADE
• Litter
• Abandoned picnics
• BBQs
• Flytipping

3 FIRE & AIR QUALITY

• Expectations
• Behaviour
• Volunteering

5 MANAGING PEOPLE

• Avian flu
• Dog poo

4 PESTS & DISEASES
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Patrick Perkins / Unsplash
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Hackney Council Wandsworth Enable

Robert Bye / Unsplash
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Newham Property Guardians / Dot Dot Dot Property
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Case study on Eco Green Communities Case study on LAGER Can

Eco Green Communities LAGER Can

https://parksforlondon.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/GPfL-2022-P2-Eco-Green-Communities.pdf
https://parksforlondon.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/GPfL-2022-P2-Eco-Green-Communities.pdf
https://parksforlondon.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/GPfL-2022-P2-Lee-Valley.pdf
https://parksforlondon.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/GPfL-2022-P2-Lee-Valley.pdf
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Importance of good communications
e.g., Clean Parks for London campaign

Read the press release Read the litter-free picnic guide
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Case study on the campaign

https://parksforlondon.org.uk/clean-parks-for-london-announcement/
https://parksforlondon.org.uk/litter-free-picnic-guide/
https://parksforlondon.org.uk/clean-parks-for-london-announcement/
https://parksforlondon.org.uk/clean-parks-for-london-announcement/
https://parksforlondon.org.uk/litter-free-picnic-guide/
https://parksforlondon.org.uk/litter-free-picnic-guide/
https://parksforlondon.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/GPfL-2022-P2-Parks-for-London.pdf
https://parksforlondon.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/GPfL-2022-P2-Parks-for-London.pdf
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Parks management approaches are changing
Levers

• Service redesign
• > Public involvement

1 LESS MONEY

• Environment Plan
• Local Nature Recovery 

Strategies & Plans
• Climate Action Plans
• Net zero targets

2 POLICY DRIVERS
• Flooding
• Drought
• Fire & air quality
• Pests & diseases
• Managing people

3 IMPACT OF CLIMATE
CHANGE

ALL GREEN SPACE
MATTERS

• Merging agendas
• Green/blue 

infrastructure
• Private/public ownership
• Greater collaboration

5

• Electric/battery kit
• Landscape management

4 INNOVATION
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Climate change 
parks?



Thank you

https://parksforlondon.org.uk/

tony.leach@parksforlondon.org.uk

@ParksforLondon

APSE: Southern Region
Parks & Open Spaces Seminar 2022

24 November 2022

https://parksforlondon.org.uk/
mailto:tony.leach@parksforlondon.org.uk
https://twitter.com/ParksforLondon
https://twitter.com/ParksforLondon
https://www.linkedin.com/company/london-parks-&-green-spaces-forum/
https://www.instagram.com/ParksforLondon/
https://twitter.com/ParksforLondon
mailto:tony.leach@parksforlondon.org.uk
https://parksforlondon.org.uk/

