West Lothian Council Open Space Strategy

“Our Journey”

Colin Bell, Open Space & Cemeteries Manager






How did we set about delivering the strategy ?

e Set up a steering group — with representatives from various council
services.

* Project Brief outlining our requirements prepared.

* Appointed consultants IF to progress OS audit and strategy.
( allotment strategy latterly instructed )

e Set up a bespoke GIS database.



There were six main stages :-

1.

w

Open Space Audit - over 800 parks, open spaces and school
grounds. ( areas over 2000 square metres).

. Recording data — on each of the 800 sites.
. Consultation — with internal & external stakeholders.
. Town & villages settlement review — how well is each

settlement served ?

. Strategic Framework — defining a vision & series of

objectives.

. Action Plan.
























What were the Strategy conclusions?
Key findings

 WLC has a good hierarchy of OS that is broadly capable of meeting
community needs in terms of quality, quantity and accessibility.

 Quality is a key issue in delivering functional, safe attractive OS that
is fit for purpose.

e Securing best value needs to include detailed site & community
need assessments, addressing quality, quantity and accessibility.



And the benefits of a strategic approach to open space

 Committee process.

e Capital programme funding allocation in five year capital plan ( play
areas, woodlands, drainage, sports pitches & pavilions, footpaths,
drainage park and cemeteries)

 Funding from SNH for West Lothian’s first Community Greenspace
Officer.



Our journey continues:-

)/

+* 2005 0SS refreshed in 2009. ( took into account all the improvements made)
+» 2015 refresh currently ongoing - includes:-

Meeting with WLC steering group officers

Review what OS still to be audited

Review green network plans.

Review need for SEA.

Audit updates audit cemeteries and country parks.

Re-write OSS with a review of current format.

Contact WLC officers to gather topical information on, war memorials blue network paths strategy and feature in OSS.
Explore OSS links to biodiversity and sustainability.

Review graphic style and presentation of current GIS drawings.
Prepare a Cemetery strategy and update Allotment strategy.
Develop a revised action plan -
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Now in the process of preparing for the next capital programme
2017/ 2018 — 2026 / 2027 .



Lessons learnt

*Need for a strategic approach

*Need for a plan

*\Working together

*Project planning

*Take the first step! Don't give up!

*Celebrate milestones achieved along the journey!



The outcomes .....
Join me on a whistle stop tour of just a few of West
Lothian’s successfully completed projects






1. Alderstone Road Housing



2. Eliburn play park



3. Wester Inch public art



4. Linlithgow Loch



5. Murieston



6. A89 Cycle path



7. Armadale core path



8. Beecraigs link path



9. Union Canal Broxburn



10. Path to Seafield



11. River Avon



Birch - damming



May 14 New Dam



Nov 14 Visitor Centre new path



Nov 14 New Paths LT






Craigswood Track



Murrayfield Park Community Sports Facility

West Lothian Council/Blackburn United
Community Football Club
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Headstone Stabilisation












A sustainable drainage basin to treat and detain
surface runoff from a recent council housing
development at Eliburn Livingston. The system has

been designed and constructed in accord with
Scottish Water’s current standards but detracts
from the visual amenity and contributes little to
enhance biodiversity.




A surface water outfall from a recent
council housing development at

Eliburn, Livingston. The outfall has
rightly been criticised as being overly
obtrusive.




The Broxburn Flood defences at West
Burnside. We have landscaped the sites to
hopefully leave them in a good or better

condition following completion of
construction. | have hidden the wet bank
reinstatement behind this text box because it
has failed and needs to be redone!




Burngrange Court, West Calder sustainable
drainage system and detention basin. This wasn’t

constructed by the Council but has been adopted
but is shown as a contrast to the previous two
slides to show what is possible.




Wester Inch, Bathgate. A landscape scale sustainable drainage system designed to reduce the
risk of flooding in Bathgate town centre and treat runoff form the first and second phase of the

development. Not constructed by the Council but installed to comply with planning conditions.







No it’s not the end ....our journey continues ......



......... Any questions ?



