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Current Funding Picture

What funding opportunities are there?

What happens next?



The Current Funding Picture



What does the mixed picture look like?



Like this…..



Or like this…..



Volume of resources by authority type on 

average down by 26% since 2010

Source Local Authority Revenue outturn figures 2010-2017



Real net spending by authority type on average down by 32% since 2010

Source Local Authority Revenue outturn figures 2010-2017



The “average” hides bigger cuts in some 

authorities.

Some authorities budgets have remained stable

Town or Parish Councils are relatively unaffected

The direction is still downwards

Austerity is not over



Total spending on parks and open spaces in 

England for 2014/15 was 972 million pounds

Total spending on parks and green spaces in 

England for 2016/17 was 630 million pounds

A loss of 342 million pounds



7% of the cost of leisure centres in the UK



4 general elections or referendums



3 metres of a nuclear submarine



Less than 2 miles of HS2 ( phase 1) 



What else are we seeing?



Increased public awareness and their willingness to 

make their voices heard.



Direct public action 



Increased media interest…..and influence



Political awareness – who would not want our 

communities to have access to safe, inclusive, 

quality green spaces that provide opportunities to 

live a healthy lifestyle.



What funding opportunities 

are there?  



Lets start with the basics, caveats and warnings….

There is no silver bullet

Every authority is different

What works for one may not work for another

Public and political opposition 

Capital and revenue funding are very different

Inequality and barriers to use

You still need staff

Local Authorities still have a combined spending power of 

over 44 billion pounds. Parks & Green spaces account for 

approx. 1% of this spend.



Should we be asking ourselves a different question?

How much funding do we need, not how much have we 

lost?

How can the gaps be filled….not cut?

What can we learn from our international friends?

Who are the main benefactors from increasing peoples 

use of parks and how could they contribute to there 

maintenance. 



Fees and charges 

Foundations and legacies 

Grants

Environmental taxes both existing and new

Trusts…or not…

biodiversity net gain /Ecometrics

Natural capital

Sponsorship

Commercialisation ….or not

Concessions 

Events 

106 and CIL

Philanthropy / Voluntary giving schemes 

Using technology

Doing things differently 



Don’t get distracted by the fog……. without core funding it all falls apart





Austerity is not over yet



No knight in shining armour 



Government are committed to working to safeguard 

the future of parks and green spaces so that parks 

might be passed to future generations even more 

green and well used than they were passed down to 

us. 

Government believe in the underlying principle in the 

use of public parks by the public for reasonable 

everyday use is, and should remain free.



Making the case for funding parks….

We need to continue to influence local 

and national decision makers.

Comprehensive spending review.

Fair Funding review. 

Wider local government funding reforms.

We all have a voice…and a vote.



The Future… is still unclear

Change, change and more change….

If we are to tackle the nations health crisis, support 

the environmental 25 year plan, adapt to climate 

change and enable our communities to live happy, 

heathy and sustainable lifestyles we need to 

fundamentally change our approach to funding local 

services.

Parks, and the benefits of parks, should be 

complementary and not in competition with other 

public services.





Thanks for listening!
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