
The Essex experience of 
Pre-Wet salting…

Robbie Jamieson – Winter Service Manager



+2,000 miles of roads carrying about 80% of traffic. 

40% of the network with 57 routes.

Access routes to hospitals, fire and ambulance stations

Public Service bus routes (4 or more a day – 5 days a week)

Other High Risk Sites, such as a severe gradient or higher than 
usual traffic levels

Access routes to a settlement or parish of +50 households

The Winter Access Rural Network (WARN) – ensures rural 
communities are not too far from the treated network

Access routes to sites of strategic national importance - defence, 
fuel refineries, financial, medical, etc

Essex CC Gritting policy – facts & figures



The Essex 
Weather Domain Map



HST 2012 – 2022: 10 year integrated services contract + 5 year 
extension? Ringway Jacobs & Essex CC partnership.

Austerity driving efficiency agenda.

10 year contract allowed opportunities for invest to save.

Pre-Wet is a Ringway group favoured winter treatment and was 
offered as a contractual efficiency.

Why did Essex choose Pre Wet?



6 depots with varying capacity of saturators and storage.

Varying demands at each depot. Between 4 & 16 routes per depot. 

You need the estate to accommodate the saturators, any brine 
storage & logistical safe access.

What is our set up?





Using Pre-Wet since 2013

Gravity fed saturators – filter bed clogging – replace every 2/3 years.

Lifespan?

Keeping white salt……white.

Problems and challenges?



Fleet:

Filter cleaning in line from brine pump.

Problems and challenges?



Poor water flow rates (not pressure) from water utilities.

Begin saturator refilling immediately after loading vehicles.

Storeman to assist during the day.

Problems and challenges?



Problems and challenges?



Educating our supervisors & drivers of the potential benefit with 
cost savings.

Low spread rates – We studied Appendix H guidance.

Reputational loss and litigation against the private sector.

Concerns?



Proving the economic case?



Opinions from…?
Our Client

Our Drivers

Remember non-cashable benefits?
Increased resilience, less salt loss, less damage to passing vehicles

Opinions and non-cashable benefits?



You decide!
If one system is best, we would all be using it.

Conclusion -

If you haven’t done so already; 

move away from dry salting.

So what system is best then?




