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Why was a plant biosecurity
policy needed?

j y Climate and Nature Emergency declared in July 2019

Gloucestershire

Green Infrastructure Strategy 2021
Increased awareness of invasive and non-native plants
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Why was a plant biosecurity
policy needed?

South Gloucester:
Plant Biosecurity Policy —— Councit

Delivering for you
Summary

Biosecurity refers to the sst of precautions for the Prevention of introduction ang Spread of
hamful organisms and non-native species (NNS). This indudsmm:nva&vve plant
Sbecies, pests, pathogens, injurioys weeds, and dissages.

Purpose

Since the early 2000's there has bean an increase in the number of non-native species,
These are g major cause for biodiversity loss and species extinction, affecting the heaith of
our habitats ang causing significant changes to ecosysiems ang landscapes

ershire Councir's response to reduce the
spread of non-native invasive plant species, injurioys Weeds and plant giseases across open
spaces owned or managed by South Gloucestershire Counci

Vision

processes

To prevent the spread of "on-native plants and injurioys Weeds. To build awareness of the
nisks from pests ang diseases ang knowledge of how to reduce those risks. To introduce a
System of management that will reduce risks.

Objectives
Three priority objectives to prevent Sbread of non-native plants and injurious weeds:
2. Prevent:
The council will identify and
monftor the spread of non-
native invasive Pplants,
Injurious wesds and piant
diseases on land owneq or
managed by the council,

*  All plant purchasing wilt
be documenteq ang

Need for clear information and

Public queries
Raise awareness

www.southglos.gov.uk
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Summary of policy

Plant Biosecurity Policy

December 2022

Details the need for biosecurity — legislation and duties
Objectives:

What can | do to help?

Il and hard to spot so are easily spread on damp equipment and clothing. Yor

Understand and detect
Prevent
Respond

Established campaigns:

Check Clean Dry - water based biosecurity

Be Plantwise — land based biosecurity
Achievable and relevant

Focussed on plant biosecurity on land owned or managed by SGC

www.southglos.gov.uk


https://www.nonnativespecies.org/what-can-i-do/check-clean-dry/
https://www.nonnativespecies.org/what-can-i-do/be-plant-wise/
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How has the policy changed council
working practices?

Practical actions:

Internal Action Plan with agreed clear actions

Staff training via e-modules:

Non-native species secretariat e-learning ==y [ e

Forestry Commission

LEARNING IS]EUN!
Mapping and recording of some species 5
Clear guidance for the public :
Updates on biosecurity issues e.g. GB non-native species secretariat.
NNSS  tome  abon Whatcanldo? Legislation Biosecurity and pathways i
£8 nor-native species Secivia At Local Action Groups (LAGs) Resources and projects Overseas Territories International ' )
=X — ACLEY

www.southglos.gov.uk



https://elearning.nonnativespecies.org/
https://www.forestryelearning.org.uk/course/index.php?categoryid=55
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How has the policy
changed council working
practices?

Links within the Council:

Cross cutting — procurement, grounds, landscape design and
planning staff, volunteers and town and parish councils

Clear process ‘decision tree’ for assessment
Improved knowledge, awareness and action

Built into other policies e.g. Procurement, Ragwort, Pesticide
and Pollinator Policies.




Raising the profile of plant biosecurity

both internally and externally

Engaging the right people

Sending it far and wide

Make it relevant to individuals
Integrate into strategies and policies
Part of induction training

Working with partners
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Home > Planningand development > Conservation and regeneration > Biodiversity and planning

Biodiversity and planning

Biodiversity is the term used to describe the variety of life on earth, including all species
of plants and animals, their genetic variation, habitats and the ecosystems they are part
of. Itincludes not just the rare or the threatened but also the wildlife that is familiar to us.

The most recent State of Nature report (2019) from the National Biodiversity Network
suggests there has been a steep decline in the abundance of wildlife in the UK since the
1970s.

The scale and pace of nature loss is having critical impacts on the natural systems on
which all life on earth depends. Locally, nationally, and globally it is recognised that
urgent and more action is needed.

Although in the UK certain sites and species are protected, there are limited mechanisms

to value_maintain.enhance and create wildlife habitats bevond protected sites.

Conservation
and
regeneration

Biodiversity and planning >

River Frome reconnected >

Related links

www.southglos.gov.uk



Next steps
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Integrate e-modules into staff training

Further public engagement — on site, social media, key
stakeholders, link with national campaigns

Work with trusted partners

Expanding monitoring on our open spaces

Links to future projects e.g. work and potential policy is being
scoped with partners regarding invasive species such as mink
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South Gloucestershire

get outdoors S

Thank you

Caroline Gaze

South Gloucestershire *

www.southglos.gov.uk
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