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Mourne Gullion Strangford Geopark
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Biodiversity Action in Newry, Mourne and Down

Newry & Mourne District

The Local Biodiversity Action Plan (LBAP) Local Biodiversity Action Plan
process began in Newry and Mourne District
Council in April 2007.
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Biodiversity Action in Newry, Mourne and Down

The LBAPs focussed on priority Habitats
and Species chosen by the Steering Group
based on a number of qualifying factors for
example;

Conservation status
Rarity
Importance to local people

i
i
i
U Project potential

newry & mourne Joc tion plan | page §

Our Local Priority
Habitats and Species

The first step in the LBAP process was to complete a comprehensive audit of the important
habitats and species that occur in Newry and Mourne, including Northern Ireland Priority
Habitats, Northern Ireland Priority Species and Species of Conservation Concern (SoCC).

For further information on any habitat or species listed, please visit
www.ulsterwildlifetrust.org/biodiversity or contact the Newry and Mourne Biodiversity Officer.

The information from the audit enabled each habitat and
species to be evaluated in terms of national and regional
priority, conservation status, extent, rarity, importance to
local people and most importantly, peoject potential. As
a result, the habitats and species below were selected by
the Newry and Moume Steering Group for initial priority
action and will be included in the first round of HAPs and
SAPs for the district. This list is not exhaustive and will be
updated throughout the course of the LBAP.

Habitats selected for priority action
in Newry and Mourne:

Woodland - Mixed ashwoods, Oakwoods, Parkland and
Species rich hedgerows.
Wetlands - Lakes, Rivess, Fens and Reedbeds.

Peatlands - Lowtand raised bog, European dry heath and
Montane heath.

Coastal - Maritime diffs and slopes, and Coastal vegetated
shingle

Marine - Mudflats and Mud habitats in deep water
Grassland - Lowdand meadows.

Urban habitats and gardens

Species selected for priority action in Newry
and Mourne:

Red squirrel « Juniper

Irish damselfiy = Harbour porpoke
Otter *  Yellowhammer
8rown trout/Salmon + House sparrow
Curlew

The many diverse habitats and species found in Newry
and Moume will now be summarised. Each broad habitat
category details the priority habitats in the district,

where they occur locally, what key species they support
and examples of the objectives and actions required to
conserve them
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action for \
biodiversity

Animals . Plants.
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ASCENT

Promoting Sustainable Access
to Uplands & Natural Environments

MNorthern Periphery and EUROPEAN UNION

Arctic Programme iveeating In your Tubure
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CCLLABORATIVE ACTION
for the NATURA NETWORE
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lottery fund
OTTERY FUNDED
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Bee-licious [
helping our pollinators
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Newry, Mourne and Down

Our new Council Biodiversity Strategy has now

been published. Biodiversity Strategy
2024-2030 -
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B | O d |Ve rS |ty To ensure Council meets our biodiversity

commitments and delivers on the biodiversity

Strategy 2 O 24 | duty, we will focus action on 5 key themes.

These over-arching themes will allow for

2030 biodiversity management options to be
implemented across a range of habitat types.

The themes will be:

Protecting our Priority

N ewry1 M O u rn e Habitats & Species
an d D OWﬂ ;13" |38 Trees and Woodland

;13" 1% Pollinators

Invasive Species

Raising Awareness
and Education

THEME 5
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Fulfilling our duty for Biodiversity

Al | rel evant sections within t
as part of the new Biodiversity Strategy to ensure staff consider
Biodiversity as part of their everyday functions.
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Theme 1: Protecting our Priority Habitats and Species

Action

U Continue to deliver the Ring of Gullion and Strangford and
Lecale AONB Management Plans
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Theme 1: Protecting our Priority Habitats and Species

Action

U Access EU funding streams to deliver biodiversity and
conservation action across the District.

Peat+ - Peace Plus 5.1
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Theme 1: Protecting our Priority Habitats and Species

Action

U Access EU funding streams to deliver biodiversity and
conservation action across the District.

CMAP 1 Peace Plus 5.2
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Theme 1: Protecting our Priority Habitats and Species

Action

U Ensure all capital projects taking place on/near protected
habitats or species are appropriately assessed.

A Carry out mitigation when required
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Theme 2: Trees and Woodland

Action

U Finalise NMDDC Tree Action Plan, which includes increasing
tree cover across the district in line with the 13% by 2030
target
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Theme 2: Trees and Woodland

Action

U Development of a tree nursery in Castlewellan Forest Park,
growing local prevenance species.




Combhairle Ceantair an Iuir, Mhdrn agus an Ddin
Newry, Mourne and Down District Council www.newrymournedown.org ‘
A
Theme 2: Trees and Woodland

Action

U Continue with removal of invasive species from Council
owned/managed woodlands to allow regeneration of native
woodland flora and fauna.




Comhairle Ceantair an Iuir, Mharn agus an Duin
Newry, Mourne and Down District Council www.newrymournedown.org

Theme 3: Pollinators

Action
U Continue as an official s _ == r
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Theme 3: Pollinators

Action

U Reduce the frequency of amenity grassland cutting per year
at selected sites, particularly during No Mow May (Use
signage to raise awareness that area is being managed for

pollinators).
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Theme 4: Invasive Species

Action

U Continue with removal of known |nvaS|ve plant species from
Council owned/managed sites. s /
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Action

U Ensure Council fulfil their requirements under the Invasive
Alien Species (Enforcement and Permitting) Order NI 2019
e.g. control of grey squirrels and reporting to NIEA.
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Theme 5: Raising Awareness and Education

Action

i Organise an annual programme of Council led Biodiversity
related events. Al S




