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Mourne Gullion Strangford Geopark 
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The Local Biodiversity Action Plan (LBAP) 

process began in Newry and Mourne District 

Council in April 2007. 
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The LBAPs focussed on priority Habitats 

and Species chosen by the Steering Group 

based on a number of qualifying factors for 

example;

üConservation status

üRarity

ü Importance to local people

üProject potential
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Our new Council Biodiversity Strategy has now 

been published.
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Fulfilling our duty for Biodiversity

All relevant sections within the Council will have an óAction Planô 

as part of the new Biodiversity Strategy to ensure staff consider 

Biodiversity as part of their everyday functions.



Theme 1: Protecting our Priority Habitats and Species

Action

üContinue to deliver the Ring of Gullion and Strangford and 

Lecale AONB Management Plans



Action

üAccess EU funding streams to deliver biodiversity and 

conservation action across the District.

Peat+ - Peace Plus 5.1
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Theme 1: Protecting our Priority Habitats and Species

Action

üAccess EU funding streams to deliver biodiversity and 

conservation action across the District.

CMAP ï Peace Plus 5.2



Action

üEnsure all capital projects taking place on/near protected 

habitats or species are appropriately assessed.  

ÁCarry out mitigation when required
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Theme 2: Trees and Woodland

Action

üFinalise NMDDC Tree Action Plan, which includes increasing 

tree cover across the district in line with the 13% by 2030 

target



Theme 2: Trees and Woodland

Action

üDevelopment of a tree nursery in Castlewellan Forest Park, 

growing local prevenance species.



Theme 2: Trees and Woodland

Action

üContinue with removal of invasive species from Council 

owned/managed woodlands to allow regeneration of native 

woodland flora and fauna.



Theme 3: Pollinators

Action

üContinue as an official partner of the All -Ireland Pollinator 

Plan (AIPP) by promoting their messages and improving 

Council owned greenspace for pollinators. 



Theme 3: Pollinators

Action

üReduce the frequency of amenity grassland cutting per year 

at selected sites, particularly during No Mow May (Use 

signage to raise awareness that area is being managed for 

pollinators).



Theme 4: Invasive Species

Action

üContinue with removal of known invasive plant species from 

Council owned/managed sites.



Theme 4: Invasive Species

Action

üEnsure Council fulfil their requirements under the Invasive 

Alien Species (Enforcement and Permitting) Order NI 2019 

e.g. control of grey squirrels and reporting to NIEA.



Theme 5: Raising Awareness and Education

Action

üOrganise an annual programme of Council led Biodiversity 

related events.


