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Background to 

Aberdeenshire

• Size – 2,437 sq miles

• Population – 261,210

• Housing Stock –

119,503

• 6 Administrative Areas

• 6 Operational depots

• Marr makes up 47% of 

the area but has only 

15% of the population



Service prior to 2013

• Two distinct services 

• Urban households which were classed as 

settlements of 300 and above - Fortnightly 

waste and kerbside sort of paper, cans, 

plastics and glass

• Rural – Fortnightly waste and paper/Card 

picked up every 4 weeks 



Criteria for new collection service

Be compliant with the proposed Waste (Scotland) 

Regulations 2012

Provide a collection service for food waste for certain areas

Areas with population over 10,000

Areas with a population of 3,000 and within a 30 minute drive 

of a population of 10,000

This would make the collection of food waste mandatory to 

around 40,000 households



Aims of new service

• Increase recycling with recognition the Carbon Metric 

implications of the various commodities

• Increase range of materials collected for recycling 

and the recycling performance of the Council

• Increase ease of use for the householder

• Provide an equitable service to all households

• Increase ease of service delivery

• Streamline our waste vehicle fleet



8 Options

• Recyclables –kerbside sorting or co-

mingled

• Food Waste – dedicated food waste 

collection or collect with same vehicle 

picking up waste/recycling



Why we chose this collection 

method

• Large geographical area to cover – one 

vehicle able to pick up food and 

recycling/waste at same time.

• Ability to provide a food waste collection to all 

residents weekly

• Standardised the fleet.

• Most cost effective option.



New Service started in Banff on 4th

Nov 2013
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New Service starting 2023



3 weekly collection cycle

• Week 1: Food waste caddy and non-

recyclable 240L waste bin

• Week 2: Food waste caddy and 240L blue 

lidded recycling bin for paper, card and 

cardboard. 

• Week 3: Food waste caddy and a new 180L 

orange lidded recycling bin for mixed 

containers.


