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LNRS

• A new approach to setting priorities for nature at a local level. A 

statutory requirement in the Environment Act.

• The main purpose is to identify priorities and locations to create 

or improve the habitat most likely to provide the greatest benefit 

for nature and the wider environment.

• It won't force landowners and land managers to make any 

changes, but will help identify areas and opportunities for a wider 

natural network.



LNRS what it isn’t and what it is

• It wont require landowners to make specific proposed land use 

changes – this will remain their choice

• It wont place restrictions on development land – but the LNRS 

can help inform the local plan

• It doesn't provide protection or designation

     It is guidance

• For funding, criteria to influence funding, private investment

• It will help guide and influence to support nature recovery as part 

of an England wide network

• Is a material consideration for planning applications



The North Northamptonshire story

• Governance structure agreed

• Oversight group – meets monthly

• Key partners to support the LNRS development

• Delivery Advisory Group

• Significant stakeholder engagement over the spring 
and summer –site tour, workshops

• Background information and data

• Focus groups and resource on drafting and 
mapping



The requirements

• Consists of

• The Strategy

• Mapping

• Background information

• Statement of Biodiversity

• Species Methodology

• Mapping Methodology

• Stakeholder Engagement report



The Strategy

• The strategy includes

• The vision

• Links to wider environmental benefits

• North Northamptonshire wide priorities

• Character area based priorities split into habitat type

• Practical actions to support delivery of the priorities

• Where these relate to important species

• Where the actions have been mapped



Mapping 

• The mapping portal includes 

• All the existing areas of biodiversity importance

• The areas that action could make a positive 

difference for nature

• All the areas that could become of importance for 

biodiversity

• This is known as the Local Habitat Map



Simplified Timetable
Key Stages Timings

Focussed engagement March – August ‘24 ✓

Finalisation of the consultation draft September ‘24 ✓

Consultation with Natural England (28 days) 19th September – 
18th October ‘24

✓

Public consultation (6 weeks) 25th October – 
9th December  ‘24

✓

Review responses received and make changes December ‘24 ✓

Consultation with Natural England (28 days) January ‘25 ✓

LNRS finalised for Scrutiny Committee 25th February ’25 ✓

Adopt and publish final LNRS 5th March ’25 ✓

Delivery Ongoing and onwards 



Early Stakeholder Engagement

• Stakeholder analysis to review and to secure spokesperson for 

larger groups

• Three specific workshop events with invited stakeholders

• Consensus building and discussion process

• Everyone had the same weight of input and reviewed throughout

• An inclusive methodology within a framework steered by a delivery 

group

• Provided lots of detail and outputs to inform the vision, priorities 

and measures



Consultation material 

• Alongside usual online publicity

• Specific evening and online sessions for landowners and farmers

• The LNRS and Local Plan consultation database

• Training presentation to all Cllrs and sent to Town and Parish 

Councils



Consultation responses summary – key stats  

• 179 questionnaire responses, 28 direct emails, 32 mapping portal 

comments.

• 92% strongly agreed/agreed that the right character area and 

habitats were identified

• 93% strongly agreed/agreed that the 19 priorities were the right 

ones to support nature recovery

• Around 80 changes made to the main document and 18 to the 

mapping, mainly minor contextual changes



Document example 1
1. Top tabs to move 

through the 
document

2. The area of focus

3. The priority 

4. The range of 
practical actions to 
support delivery of 
the priority

5. The wider natural 
capital benefits 
that could be 
achieved

6. The rational for the 
priority

7. Click to go to the 
mapping portal
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2
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4

5

6

7



1. Top tabs to move 
through the 
document

2. The character areas

1



1. Top tabs to move 
through the 
document

2. The character area

3. The key habitats

1

2

3



Document example 2
1. Top tabs to move 

through the 
document

2. The area of focus

3. The priority 

4. The range of 
practical actions to 
support delivery of 
the priority

5. The wider natural 
capital benefits 
that could be 
achieved

6. The rational for the 
priority

7. Click to go to the 
mapping portal

1

2

3

4

5

6

7



Map example 1

The codes 
from the main 
document ➔

The written 
meaning of 
the codes ➔



Map example 2

The codes 
from the main 
document ➔

The written 
meaning of 
the codes ➔

The polygon 
detail ➔



Map example 3

The polygon 
detail ➔

The written 
meaning of 
the codes ➔ The polygon 

detail 



Delivery Options document

• Not a requirement but seen as important to support delivery

• Support for 

• Planners, developers, farmers, land managers, foresters, 

communities and individuals, and environment and other 

organisations

• Will be a live document to allow changes and updates as necessary



Delivery

• Many different ways to engage with and deliver

• A wide variety of partners

• Local Nature Partnership – key organisation

• Funding streams a wide variety to meet the different natural 

capital benefits

• Public health to support healthy spaces

• Heritage Lottery Funding to support culture and environment

• Various teams within the local authority can deliver on priorities and 

measures



Other tools

• Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) – 10% now mandatory – if a site is 

mapped in the LNRS this increases to 15%

• The LNRS can support

• Onsite design of landscaping and natural areas to ensure 

linkages with the wider environmental network

• Support multifunctional use of land alongside biodiversity

• The location of Habitat Banks for offsite delivery

 



Next Steps  

• We were able to publish our LNRS at the beginning of March

• Now with partners move towards delivery which will include

• Funding 

• Direct delivery through council land management

• Influence with other plans and strategies eg the Local Plan

• Publicise and work with partners to deliver across the wide 

variety of priorities

• Monitor progress





Any Questions? 

Contact me at:

naturerecovery@northnorthants.gov.uk 

https://www.northnorthants.gov.uk/conservation-and-protection/local-

nature-recovery-strategy 

Thank you

  

mailto:naturerecovery@northnorthants.gov.uk
https://www.northnorthants.gov.uk/conservation-and-protection/local-nature-recovery-strategy
https://www.northnorthants.gov.uk/conservation-and-protection/local-nature-recovery-strategy
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