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Why biodiversity matters.

Credit: International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis 
(IIASA)



Image Credits: NatureScot. Available 03/11/23 at https://www.nature.scot/gd/node/4290491 and https://www.nature.scot/professional-advice/protected-areas-and-species/30-30-and-nature-networks/nature-networks-explained 

Why biodiversity matters.

https://www.nature.scot/gd/node/4290491
https://www.nature.scot/professional-advice/protected-areas-and-species/30-30-and-nature-networks/nature-networks-explained


Integrating biodiversity across the council.
LBAP 

2024-34

Projects

Management and 
delivery of Capital 

projects

Management and 
delivery of grant-
funded projects

Protecting and 
increasing biodiversity 

within existing WLC 
landholdings 

Strategy and Policy

Data management

Developing policy, 
process and guidance 

for WLC land use

Ensuring legislative 
compliance (e.g. 

protected species)

Advice and Advocacy

Cross-departmental 
partnership working

Community 
engagement, citizen 

science

Ad Hoc advice



Advice & Advocacy

Over the last 2.5 years, we’ve worked with the 
following services and delivered CPD sessions 
both online and in the field.

-Planning Services
-Grounds Maintenance
-Open Space
-Climate Change Officer
-Tree & woodland
-Ranger Service

-Property Services
-Education services
-Roads  & Transport
-Flood risk management.
-Councillors.



Strategy and Policy 

With no dedicated staff to 
update the LBAP, our 
current one is overdue.

We will have a new LBAP for 
2024-34 this year.

LBAP stakeholder 
workshop 2023



Nature Networks – a new 
requirement for LA’s
will ensure functional connectivity 
of habitats throughout West 
Lothian. This map showing 
protected areas (red) and associated 
buffers (cream) shows the 
beginnings of a network emerging.

• Red = designated 
/protected areas

• Cream = 500m buffer



Projects: Delivering change through 
projects and partnerships.

Learning For Sustainability (LfS) 
is an entitlement all children 
and young people in Scotland 
have. 



Forth Rivers Trust Partnership Project

Photos courtesy of Forth Rivers Trust



Whitburn Town Walk



Wyndford Park



Blackmoss Nature Park



Wild Wednesday Bioblitz 2023



Thank you for listening

We’re all ears.

Feedback or Questions:
Ecology&Biodiversity@westlothian.gov.uk

mailto:Ecology&Biodiversity@westlothian.gov.uk
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