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What we manage

Haw Park Wood

65 Countryside Sites

16 Local Nature Reserves 

90 Sports Pitches

23 Local Wildlife Sites

Haw Hill ParkQueen’s Park

Trans Pennine Trail

18 Public Parks

Anglers Country Park



What we manage

Green Park Ossett

59 Allotments Sites

400 Recreational Sites > 0.2ha

115 Equipped Play Areas

Illingworth Park

130 Water Bodies

Newmillerdam



What we manage

31 Closed 
Burial 
Grounds

Castleford Parish Church

83 Buildings3 Pay & Play Facilities

Thornes Park

3,500ha 
Accessible 
Greenspace

8 Skateboard Parks

Queens Park

27 Bowling Greens



Why are greenspaces important?

• Promotes healthy lifestyles 

• Attractive landscapes, Improve QOL

• Social cohesion, play, exercise and sport

Seckar 
Wood

• Flood prevention

• Biodiversity and ecosystems 

• Local economy and tourism

• Investment and Regeneration 



What are the main issues?

Wakefield

Castleford

South Kirkby

Normanton
Pontefract

Featherstone

Knottingley

Ossett

Horbury

Hemsworth

South Elmsall

Satisfaction 
below average 
of 48%

Satisfaction 
above average 
of 48%

Yorkshire Sculpture Park

Average 
satisfaction 
of 48%

Public Satisfaction with Parks & Open Spaces 2008



What are the main issues?

Quality above 
average of 32%

Quality below 
average of 32%

Greenspace Quality Audit 2010

Greenspace quality 
was uneven and 

mirrored the 
east/west divide of 

the satisfaction 
survey



What are the main issues?

Greenspace quality is low and uneven

Resources are scarce due to austerity

Greenspaces are under-used and under-utilised



What have we done?

Neighbourhood 
Management 
Four Neighbourhood 
Management Areas 
were established, 
each with its own 
development and 
countryside team



What have we done?

Greenspace 
Improvement 
Projects

Since 2010, Street Scene 
Development and Countryside 
Teams have worked with over 

50 groups on over 100 projects 
to a value of over £2m - most of 

which was secured from 
external grants

King George Fields Skateboard Park

Anglers’ Country Park Play Area

Thornes Park Circular Path
Fitzwilliam Nature Reserve Calorie Count Walk

Dunderdale Play Area

Betty Eastwood Park BMX Track

Lakeside MeadowsMillpond Meadows Remembrance Woodland
Altofts Community Sports Foundation



What have we done?

Volunteering at 
Thornes Park

Bench Restoration

Tree Pruning

The Secret Garden



What have we done?

Volunteering at 
Newmillerdam

Repairs to 
the Bridge East Lodge Café 

Lawn’s Dyke   
Broadwalk



How have we made savings?

Examples of savings from volunteering: 
• Darrington Church wall was rebuilt by 

Parish volunteers saving £7k
• Many sports clubs have adopted long 

term leases saving £50k per year in 
maintenance within 5 years

• Allotments Service is now cost 
neutral was subsidised by £30k 
per year

• Contact with public is largely 
electronic reducing number of 
phone calls by 30%

Areas of grassland have 
been left to naturalise saving 
£125k per year

Licences for ice cream and 
refreshments now provide 
£100k per year



How do we plan for greenspace?

Play Areas in Hemsworth in 2014

84% of residents live within catchment areas

Play Areas in Hemsworth in 2002

37% of residents live within catchment areas



Strategic Priorities for Play Development



Public Health 

All people in Wakefield live healthy and 
active lifestyles (Outcome Target)



Anglers Country Park



Anglers Country Park



Anglers Country Park

Room on the Broom Trail

Figure Comment

No. packs given out 5000 +
Initial print run of 5000 distributed by 4 
May. Now handing out a second print run.

No. visitors through visitor 
counter

21,992 (4 Mar – 1st Apr)

36, 540 (1st April – 6th May)

Total 58,532

785/day (4 Mar – 1st Apr)
1305/day (1st April – 6th May)
Average 1045/day

Collective miles walked Over 20,000 miles

Based on 5000 packs distributed, a ratio of 
2:1 adults to children and lots of groups 
have been visitor centre opening hours. 



Indicator Baseline P.H.



Think Family Agenda 

row up Outcome 4

Wakefield District is a Great Place to Grow up 
(Outcome 4)

• Provide a variety of Positive activities for CYP 
and Families 

• Provide parks, countryside and open space for 
CYP and families 



Think Family

• Residential – Duke of Edinburgh &  John 
Muir 

• Volunteers – Environmental Stewardship

• Reparation – Environmental Improvement 





Conclusion

Core Principles:

• Changing working cultures

• Clear policy direction

• Joint working and partnerships

• Openness to ideas and challenge

• Continual reassessment and adaptation



Thank you for listening, do you have any questions?


