
Northala Fields

Waste soil to Park land



Vision

• Rejuvenate the northwest of the 

Borough 

• Create the Northolt & Greenford 

Countryside Park

• A unique new park for residents from 

derelict land



Park evolution…
• 1997 purchase of 18.5ha site

• Design competition 

• Design development and public consultation

• Dedication and input from the NGCP Society

• Design and Build Contract tender award

• 3-4 years site works



Northolt and Greenford Countryside Park



Features

• 4 conical earth mounds 

• Water features

fishing and model boating 

lakes, wetlands and swales

• 2 play areas 

• Grass amphitheatre

• Cycle routes/pathways

• New wildlife habitats
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Northala’s transformation: 2003-2008
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Northala Fields: an innovative new park

value

design residents

green



Value for money
• Delivered at no cost to the taxpayer or 

Council

• £5.3 million project 

• Contract partnership

• 1million tonnes of waste material



Northala Fields: green to the core



Green to the core

• Park contouring - imported waste

• Gabion baskets – filled from crushed concrete

• Path edging/fishing platforms - recycled plastic

• Paving – reclaimed granite

• Site furniture – timber using reclaimed sleepers



Northala Fields: haven for wildlife



Haven for wildlife

• Turning waste and man-made materials 
into new wildlife habitats

• Integrating natural systems and processes 
to create a diverse mix of habitats:

– Water

– Wetlands

– Meadows

– Grasslands

– Woodlands



Northala Fields: hydrology



Hydrology

• Watercourses

• Boreholes

• Amenity Pool

• Fishing Water

• Ecological catchment

• Wetland matrix



Northala: a park for people



A park for people

• Critical to the park’s success

• Real and effective engagement

– Design

– Features & layout

– Naming

– Decision making

– Partner selection

– Volunteering



Northala Fields: an innovative new park


