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Climate Neutral City ?

New drivers 
Global Climate – COP 21 targets

EU Clean Energy Package 2030

UK National Energy and Climate Plan (NECP)

UK Industrial Strategy

NI Industrial Strategy

Strategic Energy Framework

Road to Zero Strategy 



Urban Resilience is the capacity of 
cities to survive, adapt, and thrive no matter what 
kinds of chronic stresses and acute shocks they 
experience.







Cities at the centre of transformation 

• 75%  GHG from  cities
• Urban centres will be 
responsible for 70% population 

• Leadership from European cities
• EU World Cites – urban 
sustainability Challenges  

• EUROCITIES Environment Forum 
• Innovate UK 
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New Political and Council Structures 

All Party Working Group on Climate Crisis

City wide ‐ Resilience and Sustainability Board 

Innovation and Inclusive Growth Commission 

Partnership with QUB / PCAN project 

Belfast Low Carbon Commission 





Help and support 



• Green Finance 
• Green Business development 
• Climate and Community 
• The Just Transition 
• 15 member Commission
• Green Finance Workshop  
• Green New Deal 



Belfast City – Energy challenges  

• NI 95% dependent on 
imported fossil fuels 

• End of the pipe for oil and 
gas supplies.

• 50 % approx. Belfast homes 
oil dependent for space 
heating. 

• 25%  homes in Fuel poverty
• £1.4 billion on importing 
energy 



Mini – Stern Report 

• Based on the 2007  report of 
Lord Stern – The Economics of 
Climate change 

• Provides a suit of interventions 
to address climate and costs 
them  for Belfast 

• Working with Leeds University to 
complete the study 

• Funded through Rockefeller 
Funds 



GenComm – Project partner 

• Hydrogen as a clean fuel
• Hydrogen from curtailed 
renewable energy sources 

• Local Authorities benefit from a 
Decision Support Tool 

• Education about role of hydrogen 
in the new clean power economy 

• Creating jobs, generating wealth in 
the new smart clean energy space.



Energy Transition to 2050
• Green Hydrogen

• Transport
• Fuel Cells
• Hydrogen Boilers
• Hydrogen generators/CHP

• Natural Gas as a Low Carbon Fuel
• 20% Biogas injection
• 20% Hydrogen injection 



Electric Vehicle Infrastructure 

VPACH 2 Project 

Feb 2020



VPACH 2 ‐ Virgin ( Media ) Park and Charge 
• £9.2M Virgin Media / Liberty Global – Innovate 

UK Fund.
• Belfast - £55K ,  observer status
• Repurposing old Infrastructure to enable on –

street residential sector. Difficult to reach .
• Green box is carrying internet services, data, 

electricity – all components for EV charging 
• No digging up the roads for new infrastructure 
• Tested in Phase 1 and scaled up in phase 2 
• Challenges for NI, legislation required for on-

street car parking, MRP issue, electricity 
infrastructure and demand

• Learning about business models, introducing 
new infrastructure – legislation , time gaps 
commercially  led models.



Project  Partners 





Project Partners 

Local Authorities 
West Midlands Combined Authority
Liverpool City Council 
Oxfordshire County Council 
Southend On Sea Council 
Worcestershire County Council  
Wandsworth Council 
Croydon Council 
Northamptonshire County Council 
Hammersmith  and Fulham 
Belfast City Council / DFI 



7  Work Packages – Identifying demand 

App Development to locate 
demand.
‐ Householders take picture of the 
area they want  EV charger

‐ Download it to app‐
Loughborough University hold 
information 

‐ Resident then requests charging 
point from Virgin Media 



PV Panelled EV hub ‐ £350k 



INTERREG – FASTER project 

• £9.2m bid ‐17  partners 
• 73 Rapid charge points 
• Border counties of ROI, NI and 
highlands of Scotland 

• Renewable energy proposition 
• Bid announcement expected in 
months.







There are more grounds
for optimism here than in
most other capital cities
in the world today. Make
sure you don’t forget that.
Set yourself some stretch
goals that really extend
expectations about what
you can achieve so that
everyone reaches for those
goals together.”
Declan Kelly
Former US Economic Envoy


