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Who am I?

® Councillor Paul O’Kane

e Elected first time in 2012

* Voluntary sector background

* Youngest Councillor in East Renfrewshire (by about 25
years!)

e Bain of Officer’s lives...

* Twitter/Facebook geek!
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A Global Perspective
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Obama Campaign

* Introduced the world to a new type of communication
with the electorate

* Opened new debates
* Created a social media revolution
* Helped deliver a landslide victory
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Facts and Figures

2008 Presidential election

Facebook:
Obama had 2,379,102 supporters
McCain had 620,359 supporters

380% more supporters

Twitter, Youtube, Myspace

Personalised email, individual Barack Obama accounts
Fundraising and message sharing

$30 million raised on personal fundraising pages!



/ What about the UK?

» Political Parties beginning to reflect social media
trends

* Increased use of Facebook, Twitter and Youtube

* Direct information,

personalised emails, party leader
profiles | |
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Local Government

Important growth area for social media

Local Authority presence growing on Facebook and
Twitter

Elected member presence growing
New ways to share information
New ways to highlight work and campaigns
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Communicating with my electorate

Election campaign 2012
Building a facebook and twitter presence

Website

Easy way to share manifesto, campaign events and
remind people to register/vote

Once elected - maintain and build on contacts made
in election campaign

Start a new conversation as an elected representative



/ o A —_—

/

Twitter
@PFOKane

Sharing information

Messages from @eastrencouncil ‘Retweeting’
Engaging in debate and discussion
Addressing constituent issues

Positive experience but be wary of negativity
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Facebook

* Facebook.com/councillorpaulokane
* A place for information giving

* Growling campaigns

* Conversation with constituents

* Sharing photos and events in the ward



http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=kRNBhpu8nyzVBM&tbnid=Oi0dU87Q224zwM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.informationsecuritybuzz.com/facebook-enables-https-per-default-to-all-users/&ei=uWAaUo3ZNOqw0wWf_YGwBw&bvm=bv.51156542,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNGWGIe8NCrK5_tfp6nCfjpINw06kA&ust=1377546806201613

_5 Councillor Paul O'Kane: Serving Neilston, Uplawmoor and
Ane Newton Mearns North
6 August @

Fantastic set of exam results from across East Renfrewshire today
- the results are outstanding. All our secondary schools saw
improvements in their levels of attainment. These achievements
are a tribute to the hard work of pupils well supported by
teachers and parents, all of whom contribute to this impressive
attainment in the Council area. Well done! Remember, if things

Councillor Paul O'Kane: Serving Neilston, Uplawmoor and
went better than you thought or not as expected then you can it M oo i ? e
get advice from your school, there is also a national helpline run 6 June @

by Skills Development Scotland - 0808 100 8000. Whatever
I visited Meilston Leisure Centre recently to see the work being

happened there are plenty of people here to support you and snlptkist 1o e e pogl Biacle iyt seancnd s Heve e

there are lots of options. opened this summer! Looking forward to seeing it back at the
heart of our community.

Like - Comment - Share 1

Y 2 people like this.

e ch
'|I Write a comment... | 29 Che




What was the logic used in the budget review to justify keeping the

community ER mageine” |

Dmmemnt
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LIKE " WU

Please join our cause on facebook
Paul.http://www.causes.com/causes/800800/actions/1703493

S—
A pledge to invite friends to join our
campaign
WL CELISES, COM

all members please take time to emai
friends and concerned parties to join our
campaign to save the Neilston Pool and

| eisure centre! Thanks Kind regards Matt &

z

e
Jacqgueline PS mind email the local councillors
and let them know your views as wel

I notice with interest that you have voted to approve the building of
houses on Waterfoot park - part of the ever diminishing greenbelt
area in East Renfrewshire. Could you please provide me with the
reasons why you voted yes, and what the advantages to East
Renfrewshire are in destroying a much loved children's play park?

omment

LIKE " LD




Building Campaigns
Elected members should be at the heart of community

iIssues

Social media is an invaluable way of building
community campaigns

Engaging community in something positive
Building a new war memorial

Campaigning to save a popular bus route
Signposting to national campaigns
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One Voice

Can be unusual in Local Government

Social media can provide a platform to share key
decisions

Work closely with media team in council
Corporate vision

Opportunity to “sell” decisions to the electorate
Opportunity to showcase what Council does well
Opportunity to troubleshoot problems
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Championing Social Media

Key individuals taking responsibility
Take a chance
Backed up by strong policy and procedure

Media team willing to encourage use throughout
council

Champions in every department
Elected members can lead by example



L dterrified?

Have a go!
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Conclusions and Questions
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