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Load Securing 

 

Raising Awareness 
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The Regulations 

 Section 40 A (d) of the Road Traffic Act 1988 

A person is guilty of an offence if he uses, or causes or permits another to use a 
motor vehicle or trailer on the road when: 

(d) The weight, position or distribution of its load, or the manner in which it is 
secured, is such that the use of the motor vehicle or trailer involves a danger or 
injury to any person. 

 

 Regulation 100 of the Road Vehicles (Construction and Use) Regulations 1986. 

The load carried by a motor vehicle or trailer shall at all times be so secured, if 
necessary by physical restraint other than its own weight, and been such a position 
that neither danger nor nuisance is likely to be caused to any person all property by 
reason of the load or any part thereof falling or being blown from the vehicle or by 
reason of any other movement of the load or any part thereof in relation to the 
vehicle. 
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Load Restraint 

 

The Tyre Supply Chain 
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Can’t Get Quicker Than  

A Phut Phut Fitter  
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Not to Eggxagerate The Point  
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Trombone Phut Phut  
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GB Operator- Highly Regulated 
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So What's Changed? 

Department of Transport Code of Practise Safety of Load on Vehicles 1972 
Operators Guide to Safe Loading Health & Safety Laboratory 

2 major additions to be made to  your transport library 
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Loads carried in standard curtain-sided vehicles should 
be secured appropriately, without using the curtains as 
part of the securing system  

 

 

Curtainsiders 

Can I use internal straps in a Curtainsider?  

Internal straps can only be used when: 

 

 Individual pallets weigh less than 400kgs 

 Pallets are not double stacked 

 The load is firmly secured to the pallet 

 The complete load is a positive/full fit 
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Curtainsiders 

Loads greater that 400kg should be restrained using one ratchet 
strap across two pallets from rave to rave of the bed of the vehicle 
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EN 12642 XL Rated Curtains 

Positive fit 

The load must be stable & secured 
to the pallet 

The weight of the load must not exceed 50% 
of the rated payload of the vehicle 

The load must be placed front to back with a 
gap of no more than 80mm between the 
load and the sides 
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Load Securing Update 

EN 12642 XL Rated Curtains 

For a vehicle rated at 24 tonnes = 24 Plts @ 500kgs 
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Safe Loading – Keeping it Secure 

 

 

What's Needed 

100 % 

50 % 

50 % 

50 % 

50 % 

10 Tonne Load 

10 Tonne 

5 Tonne 

5 Tonne 

5 Tonne 
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Five Simple Questions 

100 % 

50 % 

50 % 

50 % 

Can the load slide or topple forward or back 

Can the load slide or topple of the side 

Is the load unstable 

7 
Is the load securing equipment unsuitable or in a poor condition 

2 

1 

3 

4 

Is there anything loose that might fall off 5 
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Considerations when loading: 

Type of Cargo 

Type of vehicle 

Method of restraint 

Method of loading 

Unloading 

Load Securing Update 

Written load assessment 
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As a driver on a multidrop delivery run takes off cargo from 
the rear of the truck, the remaining weight is transferred 
forward. 

Weight Transfer 

Equal Spread 

Overloaded 

Weight should be redistributed accordingly after each delivery 
and consider baulking out the headboard 

= Legal Compliance 

Weight Shift & Diminishing Loads 

Loads must be restrained correctly 

Frictional Lashing 
Direct Lashing 
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2012 
 

No of Defects   No of Prohibitions 

153 

2013 
 

No of Defects   No of Prohibitions 
 

1496 1457 

Load Securing Update 

Freedom of Information Request August 2013 

150 
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Top 5  
Enforcement Hotspots 

London 
149 Stops - 146 issued PG9’s 

DVSA Checkpoint JNC 9 M25 
103 Stops - 102 issued PG9’s 

Dover 
80 Stops - 80 issued PG9’s 

Essex 
50 Stops - 50 issued PG9’s 

Yeading Test Station 
33 Stops - 33 issued PG9’s 
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Top 5  
Enforcement Hotspots 
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Detected Defects Breakdown by Vehicle Type 

2013 
Vehicle Type  No of Defects  No of Prohibitions 
Drawbar Tlr   51   4 
HGV  Artic   35   7 
HGV Plant   1   1 
HGV Rigid    1   1 
HGV Rigid <12000kg  459   445 
HGV Rigid >12000kg  472   458 
Non testable tlr  18   18 
Semi tlr   459   450 
 
Totals    1495   1457 
 

Load Securing Update 
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To reduce the risk to the driver and others 
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Any Questions? 


