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Back to Where it all Began!!

• 2010 & Austerity 

• Just how bad could it be?  - Potentially Catastrophic

• Knowsley was to be the hardest hit Local Authority in the 
Country

• We were known for all the wrong reasons
• Unemployment
• Crime
• Health 
• Low Skills

• Things needed to change if Knowsley was to survive



• ‘We’ identified our strengths, assets and opportunities

• Developed a new narrative ‘The Knowsley Story’ and 
changed how we spoke about Knowsley the Place

• Promoting Knowsley as a great place to live, work, visit, 
invest

• Championed the power of our Private Sector

• MIPIM UK

• The Knowsley Ambassadors’ programme was launched!

The Journey 2010 - 2014



• £1.1m invested in a Growth Team.

• Devised a ‘pipeline’ of projects and opportunities. 

• Focus on housing, transport and economic development.

• Put an ambitious Growth Led Local Plan in place

• Creation of Major Development Team

• Invest Knowsley launched in 2018

• Strategic ‘in borough’ investments

• With some fantastic achievements

The Journey and all points in between







House Building

From Zero

To …...



• 6,517 homes built 2014 to 2023 (target was 4,500)

o 25% of which are Affordable

• Population growth of 6.65% since 2011 (155,500)

• Household growth of 10.9% since 2011 (66,073)

• £14.5m Increase in Council Tax

House Building



• 50% increase in the number of Adults with a level 4 qualification 
compared to 2011 

• Employment up 3.7% and higher than NW average 50.9% which 
fell over the same period

• Unemployment rate fell to 3.1% (NW rose to 4.9%)

• 17% increase in jobs in Knowsley since 2015

• 2nd biggest growth in jobs (17% increase). 

• Liverpool City Region average (9%) 

• Great Britain (8%). 

Skills and Employment



• 15% growth in number of businesses
• Compared to 10% across England

• We have welcomed Amazon, Matalan and countless other 
businesses to Knowsley

• Growing evening and leisure economy in our town centres

• Knowsley’s economy in 2021 was estimated to be worth 
£4bn (in terms of GVA).

Business Success



• Home to Everton and Liverpool training centres

• Huge investments from Ford and Jaguar Land Rover (EV)

• Knowsley holds the biggest annual business awards in the 
North West – 2025 will be our 21st year

Business Success



10 Knowsley businesses have won prestigious Queen’s / 
King's Awards in the last 10 years:

Business Success



Commercial and Industrial Growth

£5m above Business Rates target





….and so Our Journey 
continues!



Huyton Town Centre development plans

Huyton Town Centre



Prescot Town Centre



Kirkby Town Centre



Kirkby 
£20m Plan For Neighbourhoods

£2m per year for 10 years



Halewood - £30m Investment



Housing



17 Sites in development



Commercial and Industrial - Opportunities



We still have our challenges of course like anywhere, social town centres

Need to shatter this myth that Knowsley children don’t do A Levels, they do!

Future Opportunities – Investment Zone at Earlsfield Park, Huyton Town Centre 

development plans

Neon at Earlsfield Park



• Cost of living crisis / uncertainty

• Ongoing budgetary and funding pressures

• But still plenty to do from a 'Place' perspective!

o Skills & Opportunities

o Homelessness

o New Local Plan

The Road Ahead



Thank you
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