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About the guide  

 

DVSA has updated this Guide, which 

explains the responsibilities and systems 

involved in maintaining vehicles in a 

roadworthy condition, regardless of 

operating conditions, fleet size or vehicle 

type. 

 

The procedures and systems 

explained in this Guide are useful for 

operators, drivers and all those who are 

responsible for operating, maintaining or 

providing commercial goods and passenger 

carrying vehicles. 
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The Main Changes 

TC Forward – Endorsed by Sarah Bell and 

Kevin Rooney the two Traffic 

Commissioners who work with DVSA on 

enforcement matters at a national level. 

 

Safety Inspection Intervals - Clarification 

that the inspection can be completed 

“Within” the week the safety inspection 

falls and recommends an ISO week 

numbering system is used for planning.  

 

Older Vehicles & Trailers - Recommended 

6 week maximum Safety Inspection interval 

for vehicle & trailers 12 years and older 
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Updated Safety inspection reports - Now included tyre 

depths and pressures, monitoring code, updated IM 

descriptions including additional braking devices & driver 

related defects. 

 

Traction / Shared Trailer Operation - Guidance for how 

operators could manage this type or operation. 

 

Monitoring Quality - Use of SI reports, gate checks, 

outside contractors to monitor quality. 

 

Case studies - Demonstrating how operators have the 

flexibility to tailor their safety inspections to meet 

operational needs.  

 

The Main Changes – 2  

Safety  Standards  Service 



7 

 

Maintenance Facilities – The maintenance 

facilities must be adequate for the vehicles and 

trailers being operated  

 

– but one size does not fit all 

 

Brake Testing – Improved guidance for 

performance brake testing at safety inspections 

 

Updated walk around checks HGV & PSV 

including –  

  

 Pictures of check items 

 Load security 

 Number plates 

 PSV Accessibility  

The Main Changes – 3  
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Safety Inspection Completion Date 

 

However you decide your safety inspection 

intervals – mileage, time-based or a mix of 

both – you must not exceed them.  

We recommend that an International 

Organisation for Standardisation (ISO) week 

planning system is used to allow some 

flexibility when you plan safety inspections. 

Most wall planners display ISO week 

numbers. (Monday to Sunday) 

With this system, you should complete the 

safety inspection within the relevant ISO 

week it falls. 
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Older Vehicles & Trailers 

As vehicles and trailers                                                     

age, their average annual                                               

MOT failure rate increases. 

Older vehicles are                                                

more likely to experience                                                    

in-service roadworthiness                                           

defects than newer vehicles. 

Therefore, our guidance for                                            

older vehicles and trailers is                                           

more frequent maintenance.                                              

We recommend a maximum interval 

of 6 weeks between safety 

inspections for vehicles and trailers 

aged 12 years and older. 
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Maintenance & Inspection Facilities 

If you decide to provide your own safety  

inspection facility, it must be able to do 

the job. 

         

We have listed the items that you will 

need for your safety inspection facility. 

 

We acknowledge that there is no one-

size-fits-all approach – our list is based 

on best practice. 

 

One of the first things a traffic 

commissioner will look at if you fail to 

maintain your vehicles in a safe and 

roadworthy condition is whether you are 

meeting the best practice guidelines 

we’ve laid out. 
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Roadworthiness Defects 

85% of what the DVSA staff find at the roadside should have been picked 

up by the driver carrying out a competent walk around check and in use 

monitoring. 

 

 Top 5 HGV mechanical prohibitions: 

1) Brake systems and components 

2) Condition of tyres 

3) Service brake operation 

4) Lamps 

5) Spray suppression, wings and wheel arches 

 

Last Year 64,000 trucks, buses  

and trailer units failed their initial  

brake efficiency inspection,  

while at the roadside we issued  

over 8,000 prohibitions for brake  

related defects. 
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Brake Testing 

 

Brake performance must be checked at 

every safety inspection 

 

We have included a new section on brake 

testing and recommend how this should be 

done. 

 

We are now looking for regular, meaningful, 

laden brake testing. 

 

You can read the details on page 24 of the 

guide, but we are looking for a minimum of 

three successful brake efficiency tests 

spread throughout year in addition to the 

annual MOT test. 
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