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Stockton and 
Darlington 

Railway
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Teesside Oil 
Terminal
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Hartlepool Nuclear Power Station
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Hydroelectricity
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Wind Power
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Net Zero Teesside
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Sustainable 
Aviation Fuel
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Solar Power

Newton 
Aycliffe

Stockton-on-
Tees
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Small Modular Reactors

Small Modular 
Nuclear 
Reactors
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Ministerial Statement made on 13 December 2023

• ‘the Government does not 
expect plan-makers to set local 
energy efficiency standards for 
buildings that go beyond current 
or planned buildings 
regulations…’. 

• Any planning policies that propose 
local energy efficiency standards 
for buildings that go beyond 
current or planned buildings 
regulation should be rejected at 
examination if they do not have a 
well-reasoned and robustly costed 
rationale…’.

Local Energy Efficiency Standards Update
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Skerningham Design Code
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Design Codes

• A design code is a set of simple, concise, illustrated design 
requirements, that are visual and numerical wherever possible.

• They are based on the National Model Design Code and are a method 
that aids LPAs in creating high-quality places.
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Context
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Garden Communities

• Skerningham is part of Homes 
England’s Garden Communities 
Programme. 

• The Skerningham Design Code had to 
reflect the ambition and principles of 
a Garden Community. 

Future Proofed: 

“Designed to be resilient 
places that allow for 
changing demographics, 
future growth, and the 
impacts of climate change, 
with durable landscape 
and building design 
planned for generations to 
come”.
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Structure
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Design 
Vision
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Key 
Threads
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20-Minute 
Neighbourhood

• To prioritise the movement and safety of 
pedestrians and cyclists of all ages and abilities 
through to provision of Coherent, Direct, Safe, 
Comfortable and Attractive routes.

• Residential development and essential 
community services and schools will be located 
to ensure that the 20-minute walkable (10 
minutes there and 10 minutes back) 
neighbourhood is achieved. 

• 80% or more households will be within 400 
metres walking distance of a bus stop served by a 
regular day time service (at least every 30 
minutes).
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Illustration of 
shared surfaces in 
the neighbourhood 
centre.

Active
Travel
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Climate 
Change

Specific Green Box 
requirements 
related to Climate 
Change.
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Environmental Strategy 
Considerations
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• The Design Code encourages consideration of embodied 
carbon when choosing materials, and a preference for 
sustainable window materials rather than UPVC.

Embodied Carbon
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Climate 
Resilience
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• Aim to encourage developers 
to do more with less:

• Use fewer materials

• Optimise use of materials

• Prevent waste

• Use reclaimed/recycled 
materials

• Reduce water usage

• Consider reducing embodied 
and operational carbon.

Resources 
and 

Lifespan
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• Checklist 
provides 
method to 
assess proposals 
against the 
Design Code, 
and to say 
whether a 
scheme has 
passed or failed.

Checklist
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Any Questions?
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