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Birmingham Parks Division is 

responsible for. . . . .

3,700 ha of public open space

Our 591 parks include. . . .

1 National Nature Reserve

10 Local Nature Reserves

6 Country Parks

176 SINCs and SLINCs

237 Playgrounds

115 allotment sites (7,600 

plots)

. . . . . . .attracting around 

75,000,000 visits per year 

(MENE Data)



The Parks Team

Constituency Park Managers

Business Management Unit 

Ranger Service

Allotment Service

Woodland Management and Tree Officers

Playground Services

Landscape Practice Group

Service Providers (+Park Keepers)





The Ranger Hubs

o .



Opportunities for getting involved through volunteering

As an individual working alongside the rangers on a regular basis

This could be helping inside a 

Visitor Centre on reception, 

Assisting the rangers out on site

Helping to look after animals at

Sheldon  Farm or Birmingham

Wildlife Conservation Park

Or as part of the D of E or other scheme

Last year 940 individuals gave 15,865 hours of volunteer time



Opportunities for getting involved through volunteering

As a group taking part in a ranger led practical conservation

sessions.

Open to all through regular weekly or monthly advertised sessions.

Or for community and or corporate groups at their request

Last year 2,219 individuals gave 22,650 hours of volunteer time

Totals for Ranger led volunteering = 3,159 individuals 38,515 volunteer 

hours



Opportunities for getting involved through volunteering

As a Friends Group working under their own supervision

Tasks range from litter picking to habitat management 

activities.

All tasks are agreed, leaders are competent, tasks take place 

in an agreed manner at an agreed time of year.

All groups working in this

way have their own 

Public Liability Insurance

and will have received

Risk Assessment and

basic First Aid training

funded by the City.

Last year Friends groups

recorded 15,000 voluntary hours

of activities on sites.



Birmingham Open Spaces Forum (BOSF)

Birmingham has around 150 active “Friends of Parks” groups 
that come together under the banner of BOSF

BOSF offer advice & help to their member groups:

Starting a new group
Where to go for funding
Helping groups fill out funding
bids
Answering enquiries
Signposting to other agencies
Sites under threat advice
Conferences
Events & Shows
Networking & Communication
Information Sheet
Shrub Bed Project
Be Active - Out and About

. . . . . . .and getting out and making a difference on local parks



Friends Groups do much more than conservation work

Providing opportunities for communities to organise and

deliver their own events and fund-raising activities in our parks





Capturing a wider audience -

Well Being, Well Managed, Well Used, and Used Well

Growing medical evidence shows that access to the natural environment improves
health and wellbeing, prevents disease and helps people recover from illness





Active Parks/Park Lives Outputs 2014-15

2,600 sessions attracting 30,000 participants taking part 
in 51,000 hours of activity across 63 parks

…of which Rangers delivered 622 sessions, for 4,772 
participants, recording 7,573 hours of activity.



Celebrating community involvement and achievement
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Raising our profile . . . .a work in progress

Well Being, Well Managed, Well Used, and Used Well
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Volunteers give their time 

freely

The sessions need to be 

worthwhile, rewarding, 

interesting, productive, 

educational, inclusive, safe, 

and pitched at the correct 

level for the ability of the 

participants.

But most of all, the 

sessions need to be fun 

and enjoyable




