Environmental Volunteering
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Leicester’s natural environment?

Parks & Open Spaces Services is responsible for the management
and maintenance of over 3088 acres (1,638 hectares) of parkland
and open space across the city approximately 22 per cent of the
city’s area.

Including:

e 12 Major parks

e 17 National Green Flag Award winning sites
e 3200 Allotment sites

e 4 Cemeteries and 1 Crematorium

e 223 Equipped play areas

e 8 Outdoor gyms

e Over 149,000 trees

e Sport facilities

e Community based events and activities on parks
e 8million users per year
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Why are we investing in volunteering

Labour’s Manifesto recognises that volunteers make a huge contribution
to the life of the city and supports their development.

Supports the Love Leicester community action plans.
Reducing revenue budgets pressures.

Increase strategic partnership with external stakeholders, EA, Trent Rivers
Trust, Canals & Rivers Trust etc

Raises the profile of parks and green spaces
Increases community engagement, ownership and empowerment.

Potential to increase resource and practical capacity through income
generation/external funding bids.

Service /environmental improvements.

Increased maintenance on non contract areas, Impact on ASB.
Increased community cohesion. %(IC\??
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Benefits to volunteering in parks

 Improved mental and physical wellbeing
* Reduced stress and anxiety.

* |Improved mood and better sleep patterns.

* Improved social and learnt skills, motivation and confidence.
* Greater mental resilience, improved attention and control.

* Improved physical fitness

* Weight Loss

* Green gym experience.

* Provides valuable work experience

* Sense of pride

* Increases social skills, meet new people

e Community cohesion

* Increased environmental awareness/education
* New skills and skills transference.
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Current LEV volunteering opportunities

Green Life Boat.

Puddle Ducks

Shared Waters Project

Island Castaways

Park Force

Cemetery Champions

Flood Warden Scheme

Conservation Champions

Friends/User Groups/Sessions

TCV

Its Your Neighbourhood/Bloom

Gardening Clubs

Job Centre Plus/Work Experience Placements
Schools/Education Sessions

Corporate bookings/Supermarkets/Forest Schools
Leicestershire Cares/Outdoor Pursuits Centre

Leicester
City Council



Current external partners

Environment Agency.
Trent Rivers Trust

Canals Rivers Trust

TCV

Leicester College

Job Centre Plus
Leicestershire Cares

Royal Horticultural Society
Outdoor Pursuits Centre
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Tigers help wilideat -up

YOUNG rugby players helped
fish more than 50 bin hags of
rubbish from the River Scar.

Up to 50 teenagers from
Leicester Tigers' Academy
teamed up with city council
riverside rangers to clean up &
sectionof the river

The event, yesterday, was.or-
ganised by Leicester City
Councll as part of its Shared
Waterproject.

Adrian Lane, senior riverside

is to get people involved, bring-
ing together io look after
our rivers. The lads were from
the Tigers' summer youth

academy, at the Manor Road
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PITCHING IN: Pcso Sally Morgan, Barry Ingram, Louise leella and Courcillor Ted Cassidy

Volunteers give green oasis a makeover

Louise Lavelle, community
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EXCITING: PRODUCTIVE AND ECOLOGICAL GREEN SPACE IN THE CITY

Garden for the community
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2016/7 Stats

Engaged 5930 volunteers .

58,289 volunteer hours.

Based on £8.45 living wage

Equates to a £492°542.05 boost for the environment
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Questions?

| eicester Environmental

Volunteers

wanted

Make a difference in Leicester and get involved!

Many opportunities available from litter picking, reporting
street scene issues, gardening, painting, cleaning,
coppicing, ecology and water based projects.

# E: lev@lelcester.gov.uk
' W: leicester.gov.uk/parks-volunteering
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