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About Me
• Graduated in 2000 from University of Bristol Medical School with Honours

• Undertook PRHO/SHO training in Gloucestershire and London

• Member Royal College of Physicians 2005

• Commenced Anaesthetic training in Severn Deanery

• Fellow Royal College of Anaesthetists 2010

• Appointed Consultant in Worcestershire May 2017

• ME service Dec 2017

• Royal College of Pathologists (Medical Examiner) August 2020

• Facilitator F2F training October 2020

• NCEPOD advisor 2023-2024 ‘Planning for the End’ published 14/11/24



WHY I 
BECAME 
AN ME



What I’m going to cover 

• Previous system

• Legislation

• New system

• Role of Medical Examiners and the NME

• Why they’ve been introduced

• Changes to death certification

• Changes to registration of deaths

• Changes to cremation forms

• Where to find out more

• Questions



Previous System

• MCCD written by attending practitioner (AP)

– Attended during last illness

– And within 28 days or after death

• Non-statutory medical examiner service

• Registrar reviewed cause of death

• AP, ME or Registrar could refer to Coroner

• Uncertified deaths

• 5 day target for registration

• Crem form 4 for cremations



Non-Statutory ME system

◦ Pilot schemes 2008

◦ Hospital deaths since 2019

◦ 100% for several years

◦ Community deaths since 2022

◦ 80%+ before statutory system

◦ Over 1 million deaths scrutinised





Death Certification 
Reforms

◦ 2000 shipman convicted of murdering 15

◦ Likely he killed over 200

◦ Signed the MCCDs of those he killed

◦ 2001 Public Enquiry

◦ Third report ‘Death Certification and the 

investigation of deaths by coroners’

◦ Luce 2003 and Broderick 1971



Sir Robert Francis 
QC 2013

◦ MCCDs inaccurate/incomplete

◦ Approach families 

◦ Responsible Doctors



Dr Bill Kirkup 
2015

◦ Jan 2004-

June2013

◦ Furness GH

◦ 3 maternal 

◦ 16 babies

◦ Immediate ME

◦ Stillbirths



Primary Legislation



Secondary Legislation



MOJ regulations laid May 2024



GRO regulations laid sept 2024



What are Medical Examiners

• Senior doctors from any specialty/GP

• Independent, part-time

• Trained by RCPath

• Review every non-coronial death in E&W

• Appointed and employed by acute trusts/NHSWSSP

• Any ME reviews any death

• Centrally funded

• Work with MEOs

• Weekend and bank holiday cover



Benefits of an ME system

• Independent scrutiny of all deaths

• Greater transparency/reassurance/safeguards

• Equal scrutiny for burials and cremations

• Provide bereaved families with opportunities to ask questions and raise concerns

• Improve quality/accuracy of MCCD

• Improve mortality data

• Ensure appropriate coroner referral

• Feed into governance pathways to support learning and improve care

• Provide support with complexcases



MEs seek to answer three questions
What did the person die from?
Does this need to be reported to the Coroner?
Are there any clinical governance concerns?

MEs follow three mandatory steps
Proportionate review of medical records
Interaction with the attending doctor/s
Interaction with bereaved family



National Medical Examiner

• NHSI/NHSE National Patient Safety Team
• Professional and strategic leadership
• Set quality standards
• Collaborative, standardisation
• Regular Bulletin
• NME Guidance
• Good Practice series
• Annual Report





Changes to the MCCD

















Changes for the AP

PREVIOUSLY:
Must have attended during last illness
And seen either within 28 days or after death

NOW: 
Any doctor who attended the deceased during their lifetime
No need to view the body after death



ME MCCD

• Exceptional circumstances only
• Cause of death known
• No AP available
• Senior Coroner has decided not to 

investigate
• Coroner refers to ME
• ME issues ME MCCD
• Avoids uncertified deaths



Changes to registration
• 5 days from MCCD
• Registrar copies COD
• Any queries go to ME

• MEs can:
• Change spelling
• Sign against crossings out
• Complete circled
• Amend place of death

• MEs CANNOT
• Change the CoD
• Move an entry
• Expand an abbreviation 



Changes to cremation forms

• Form 4 has been removed
• CMRs will stay for now
• Transitional phase – will review role



For the future

• Digital case management system

• Digital MCCD

• Updated cause of death list



Summary of changes

• Deaths CANNOT be registered without scrutiny by an ME or Coroner

• Any doctor who attended during the patient’s lifetime can complete the MCCD

• Changes to MCCD

• New ME MCCD for exceptional cases

• Cremation form 4 removed

• Registrars will not review causes of death



https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/death-certification-reform-and-the-introduction-of-medical-examiners



Feedback from families

I didn’t realise the role existed. I was surprised when the ME phoned me but thought 
‘phew, that’s really good’.
It was almost liked someone had been reading my thoughts – it was a difficult time and I 
had some concerns about care in the nursing home – I was really pleased the ME was there 
to talk to.
If the ME hadn’t phoned, I don’t know who else I would have spoken to. I wouldn’t have 
contacted anyone else or made a complaint.
It’s a brilliant role, and really makes a difference to families.
It’s like a voice for the person who’s died.
It gave me closure. 
Because my concerns were listened to, it felt like my relative didn’t die in vain.



QUESTIONS

Dr Alice Braga

alice.braga1@nhs.net
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