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• Raising Health and Safety Standards in the Waste Management Industry 

• Identifying HSE’s priorities for the sector 

• Engaging the sector on delivering improvement in H&S performance 
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1. What have we been doing? 

HRS Inspections undertaken in Q1 and Q2 of 2023/24 (April 2023 – September 2023) for 

W&R

Headline figures

• Total number of inspections 630

• 237 NOCs issued

• 37.62% MB rate

• Priority issues: WPT and machinery safety 

Notices 

• Total served = 225

• Total PN’s = 47

• Total IN’s = 178



Headline Figures

•Material breach rate is 37.62% - comparable with previous years.

•No proactive prosecutions.

•The priority issues –
• To reduce the number of people being struck by moving vehicles. 

• To reduce the number of workers being caught in moving machinery.

These were the top 2 subjects for NOCs. 



Overview of HRS Inspections: Main issues – NOC’s, notices and advice



Main Issues – Prohibition Notices



Main Issues – Improvement Notices



Machinery Safety



• Welfare – still not getting this right, 23 years into 21st Century!

• WPT transport – Poor / no WPT risk assessment & failure to ensure 
pedestrians & vehicle segregation still a fundamental problem

• Conveyors and balers - still dominate this category, despite guarding 
and lock-off & isolation guidance published over 2 years ago

• LOLER – statutory examinations not being carried out

In short, very disappointing we are not seeing more progress on these 
issues – what more can be done???

Key messages…



Pivot to health…

• 31.5 million working days lost p.a. (3.7 million days for safety)

• 1.8 million working people suffering from a work-related illness, of which

• 875,000 workers suffering work-related stress, depression or anxiety (49% of 
total)

• 473,000 workers suffering from a work-related musculoskeletal disorder (27% of 
total)

• 12000 lung disease deaths each year estimated to be linked to past                            
exposures at work (inc 2,257 mesothelioma deaths)

•Total costs – Health - £13.1 billion (Safety - £7.7 billion)
• Health and safety statistics 2022 (hse.gov.uk)

2. Future priorities

https://www.hse.gov.uk/statistics/assets/docs/hssh2223.pdf


• 5 strands -
• Asbestos (duty to manage) 

• Musculoskeletal disorders – manual handling and upper limb disorders

• Noise induced hearing loss, focusing on hearing protection

• Legally required health surveillance, where it's necessary

• Stress & mental health

What does this look like in practice?



• Maintaining safety

• Net zero technologies

• Automation/AI

Other priorities



Working Collaboratively - Engaging with sector



3. Bin Lifts



• Coroner’s inquest – prevention of future deaths letter (Reg 28)

• Restriction on BS-EN 1501-5 -> new Annex being finalised…

• HSE and WISH working with OEM suppliers

• INFO26 (revised) - Safety in the operation of automatic bin lifting equipment on 

RCVs now updated – INFO 26
• FAQs produced - Ref 13 now live - Ref 13
• This aims to help support users in their decision making 
• OEMs are contacting all users to offer options

• Users need to engage with suppliers to determine best course of action and 

prioritise  retrofit work

• HSE / WISH will write to all LA CEOs in the next few weeks setting out the 

issues and what needs to be done.

Action so far and next steps…

https://www.wishforum.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/WISH-INFO-26-Safety-in-the-operation-of-automatic-bin-lifting-equipment-on-RCVs-v2-Sep-2024.pdf
https://www.wishforum.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/WISH-REF-13-Safe-use-of-bin-lifts-FAQs-sheet-V1-September-2024.pdf


Questions?
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