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A talk of two halves

• What is the Heritage Fund?

• Our role in urban green space

• Our latest thinking on parks and urban green space

• Learning from our Future Parks Accelerator

• Our thinking for the future



The National Lottery Heritage Fund

We are the largest grant funder of the UK’s heritage. 

Since 1994 we have awarded over £8.6bn to over 44,000 

projects across the UK.

We have awarded £1.7bn to landscapes and nature. 

Our vision is to inspire, lead and resource the UK’s heritage to 

create positive and lasting change for people and communities, 

now and in the future.



Funding landscapes 
and nature is a key 
strategic funding 
priorities until 2024

• support nature’s recovery

• deliver nature-based solutions to 

address climate change

• reconnect people to landscapes and 

nature

We prioritise projects that:



Urban green space heritage means:

Parks, historic cemeteries, squares, promenades and linear routes

Conserving historic designed layouts, structures and re-creating lost 
features

Enhancing habitats and species abundance

Understanding cultural and social history of a site, from famous 
designers to infamous events

Providing training and paid apprenticeships in necessary skills

Helping people to survey, record and learn about places

Linking green spaces to be part of a wider ecosystem
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National Lottery Grants for Heritage

Small

£3k-£10k

Single-Round

Application

Regional team 

decision

No deadlines

8 week decision

Max 1 Year

Medium

£10,000 - £250,000

Single-Round

Application

Regional team decision

No deadlines

8 week decision

Max 5 Years

Project enquiry advice 

service

Large

£250k-£5m

Two Round Application

(Development and

Delivery)

Committee decision

Quarterly deadlines

12 week decision

Max 7 Years 
(2 years development and 5 years delivery)

Expression of Interest



Our project outcomes

Inclusion outcome (mandatory)

A wider range of people will be involved in heritage

Priority outcomes

People will 

have 

developed 

skills

People will 

have 

greater 

wellbeing

The funded 

organisation 

will be 

more 

resilient

The local 

economy 

will be 

boosted

The local 

area will be 

a better 

place to live, 

work or visit

Other outcomes

Heritage will be in 

better condition

Heritage will be 

identified and better 

explained

People will have 

learned about 

heritage, leading to 

change in ideas and 

actions



£9.4m to parks 

and urban green 

spaces 

announced in 

September 2022





Future Parks Accelerator

Community Green Space for the 21st Century



• Launched in March 2019

• Joint initiative between National Trust and National Lottery Heritage Fund with support 

from DLUHC. 

• Strategic response to the funding crisis facing public parks in the UK, seeking to 

safeguard high quality, free urban green space for future generations.

• Working with nine UK towns and cities, in partnership providing support and challenge 

to drive high ambition. 

• Investing in people to provide ‘head space’ and capacity to enable strategic thinking 

and bring about transformation at a whole-place level.

Introducing Future Parks Accelerator



Future of urban green spaces
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• Levelling Up

• Climate Change

• Nature Recovery

ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE MAP OF BIRMINGHAM

























www.futureparks.org.uk @TheRealFPA

http://www.futureparks.org.uk/


Sparked an idea?

Drew.bennellick@heritagefund.org.uk

Twitter: @drewbennellick

mailto:Drew.bennellick@heritagefund.org.uk

