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What is Innovate UK?

• Formally known as the Technology Strategy Board

• UK national innovation agency set up to invest in business 
innovation

• We work across business, universities and government.

• We mostly come from business:  ≈ 200 people with over 3,000 
years of business experience

• Annual budget of £440m a year 



We stimulate and support 
business-led innovation 

in order to accelerate 
economic growth.

How can we help UK business 
bring new ideas and technologies 

faster to market?
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We are the UK Government’s Innovation Agency

Our goal is to accelerate economic growth by stimulating and supporting business-led 
innovation, from concept to commercialisation.  

Our goal is to accelerate economic growth by stimulating and supporting business-led 
innovation, from concept to commercialisation.  
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Four Criteria for Innovate UK Support 

Can the UK do it? Is there a large market 

opportunity?

Is the idea ‘ready’? Can we make a difference?



Anticipated expenditure in year 2014-15, by priority area
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Concept Commercialisation

Mentoring

Networks

Connections

£



For dates and registration please see the website
interact.innovateuk.org

£14m available

Open to innovative businesses and researchers from any sector 
who can address the energy ‘trilemma' of:
• reducing emissions
• improving security of supply
• reducing cost

http://tinyurl.com/energycatalyst

Open 
Now!
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DRAFT ROUND ONE

No. of 
projects or 
proposals





Cleaner, more 
efficient 

conventional fuels

http://tinyurl.com/cleanerfuels

Scope includes use of fuel cells, 
and/or fuel switching and co-firing 
with hydrogen, in large scale power 
generation and energy-intensive 
industries. 

• Deadline for 
registration 3rd June

• Deadline for 
submission 10th June





Innovate UK Aerospace Programme 
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Aerospace Context
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Highly Innovative Technology Enablers in Aerospace 

Highly Innovative Technology Enablers in Aerospace 3
Game-changing technologies for aerospace 

up to £10 million 
in collaborative 

research and 
development and 
feasibility studies
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Key Objectives

• Promote global competitive 
advantage and economic benefit, 
primarily in the UK civil aerospace 
sector

• Development of solutions to key 
aerospace challenges

• Support broad participation across 
industry, academia and research 
organisations and across different 
industry sectors. 

Highly Innovative Technology Enablers in Aerospace 
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Competition Technical Scope - General 
Project proposals must:

• Be collaborative and business led 
• Show clear benefits, a route to exploitation and economic 

benefit to the UK 

• Collaborative R&D projects must be aligned with 5 key 
technology themes

• Collaborative R&D projects may have a duration of up to 36 
months

• Feasibility studies can be up to 18 months in length
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Competition Scope 
Potential collaborative R&D projects must be aligned with 5 key 
technology themes:

technologies that enable improvements to overall vehicle 
performance and efficiency

new manufacturing solutions that enhance cost effectiveness and 
affordability and/or support increasing rates of production

reduced cost of vehicle ownership through novel technologies or 
process solutions

improved competitiveness through novel or advanced 
materials and associated processing technologies

new modelling and simulation techniques
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Competition Funding

• Collaborative R&D: 
Project costs between £250,000 and £1,500,000

• Feasibility Studies: 
Project costs up to £100,000

• Funding available:
• 50% Industrial Partners 
• 60% Medium sized business
• 70% Small or micro business 
• 100% of eligible costs for Universities & RTOs

• No funding cap at project level 
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Competition Timescales 
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Opportunity to invest in and develop the 
next generation of aerospace 
technologies, keeping the UK at the 
forefront of the global aerospace 
industry…..


