
www.apse.org.uk

Biodiversity Net Gain
Preparing Parks Professionals
Fiona Sutton-Wilson, Head of APSE Training



www.apse.org.uk
2

❑ Background to BNG

❑ Understanding the issues

❑ The challenge we face

❑ Practical application

❑ Next steps and opportunities



www.apse.org.uk
3

Background to 

BNG
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What is Biodiversity Net Gain?

Biodiversity Net Gain is an 
approach to developments 
and projects which means 
that habitats for wildlife must 
be left in a measurably better 
state than they were in 
before.
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The origin of BNG
• Previously an optional requirement until the Environment Act and 

the Town and Country Planning Acts were amended in 2021. 

• It does not change existing legal protections for important habitats 
and wildlife species. 
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What we have done so far?
01 November 2022: Biodiversity Net Gain Event for Parks 

and Greenspaces Managers

Delivered in partnership with Midlands Park Forum and 

Natural England
APSE survey to better understand need
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Understanding 

the issues
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Where is this applied?

• For the majority of developments where 
planning permission is granted under the Town 
and Country Planning Act 1990

• For nationally significant infrastructure projects 
consented under the Planning Act 2008
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What does this mean and why is this 

important?
• Almost all planning 

permissions granted in 
England will have to deliver 
at least 10% biodiversity 
net gain

• Expected from November 
2023
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The challenges 

we face
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❑

❑
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Why is there a need for BNG?

❑

❑
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BNG in Scotland

❑

❑

❑



www.apse.org.uk

Loss of habitats: stats  
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Practical 

application



www.apse.org.uk

The Mitigation Hierarchy
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The Mitigation Hierarchy



www.apse.org.uk

❑

❑

❑

❑

❑

❑

❑



www.apse.org.uk

www.gov.uk/natural-england

The Biodiversity Metric 3.1 

- JP039 

(nepubprod.appspot.com)

http://nepubprod.appspot.com/publication/6049804846366720
http://nepubprod.appspot.com/publication/6049804846366720
http://nepubprod.appspot.com/publication/6049804846366720
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❑

❑

❑

❑

❑
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Next steps and 

opportunities
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Preparing for Biodiversity Net Gain

First course date  - 28.03.23

For parks professionals

Prepare for BNG legislation

Gather information, discuss strategies, apply to your setting 
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❑ Better understanding of what Planners are doing

❑ Developing a process for Parks professionals

❑ Criteria to create a long list

❑ How to determine a good site

❑ Case studies of good practice

❑ Funding opportunities
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Scan the code/visit the website to book

Next Course Date 
20 June 2023



www.apse.org.uk

Any 

questions
27
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