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Where in the UK do you work? 
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What catering services do you supply?
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Has a review of the service been 

undertaken
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What was the main drivers for 

undertaking the review
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What has been the outcome of the 

review
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What are the biggest challenges 

facing the service
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What is your view on the current 

government funding for school meals?

www.apse.org.uk



Do you believe the funding should be 

ringfenced
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What do you believe the benefits / 

advantages are of a LA catering 

service? 
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What measures could local authorities 

adopt to improve their school catering 

service ? 

www.apse.org.uk



Impact if local authority catering 

services ceased to delivery the 

service?
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• Hampshire County Council: Ceasing providing school meals 

as 31 March 2026.

• Cheshire East Council: Ceased trading April 2025.

• Plymouth City Council: Ceasing services due to financial pressures and fu

nding shortages July 2026

• Stoke on Trent City Council: school meal provision will be delivered by a 

private contractor – announced 13 January 2026

LA caters that have announced 

ceasing provision 
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Contact details

Vickie Hacking, Principal Advisor, APSE 

Email:  vhacking@apse.org.uk

Association for Public Service Excellence
3rd floor, Trafford House, Chester Road, 

Old Trafford, Manchester M32 0RS.
telephone:  0161 772 1810

web:www.apse.org.uk  
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