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“I expect you’re keen to hear what effect it had on my health, this decision of mine to
leave?

Well, no sooner had I left behind the oppressive atmosphere of the city and that reek
of smoking cookers which pour out, along with a cloud of ashes, all the poisonous
fumes they’ve accumulated in their interiors whenever they’re started up, than I
noticed the change in my condition at once.

You can imagine how much stronger I felt after reaching my vineyards! I fairly waded
into my food – talk about animals just turned out on to spring grass! So by now I am
quite my old self again.

That feeling of listlessness, being bodily ill at ease and mentally inefficient, didn’t last.
I’m beginning to get down to some whole-hearted work”.



 The National Ecosystem Assessment 
(2011)

 The Natural Environment White 
Paper (2011)

 The Natural Capital Committee’s 
third State of Natural Capital report 
(2015)

 “…we pledge to be the first 
generation to leave the environment 
in a better state than we inherited it. 
That is why we shall produce a 
comprehensive 25 Year 
Environment Plan that will chart 
how we will improve our 
environment” (2017)

 The 25 Year Environment Plan 
(2018)

The journey here

The 25 Year Environment Plan



The Plan is launched

The 25 Year Environment Plan

“The environment is something personal to each of us, but it 

is also something which collectively we hold in trust for the 

next generation. And we have a responsibility to protect and 

enhance it”

Theresa May, 11 January 2018



It is this Government’s ambition to leave our 
environment in a better state than we found it.

The Plan will deliver cleaner air and water in 
our cities and rural landscapes, protect 
threatened species and provide richer wildlife 
habitats. It calls for an approach to 
agriculture, forestry, land use and fishing that 
puts the environment first.

Our vision

The 25 Year Environment Plan
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“Nearly two thirds of the services 
provided by nature to humankind 
were found to be in decline 
worldwide. In effect, the benefits 
reaped from our engineering of the 
planet have been achieved by 
running down natural capital assets”. 
Millennium Assessment Board, 2005.

Farmland birds

What is happening to natural capital?



Pressures on natural capital are increasing
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During the 20th century, humanity’s 
interaction with and impact on global 
ecosystems was unprecedented: 

“World population grew by a factor of 4 to 
more than 6 billion; industrial output 
increased by a multiple of 40 and the use of 
energy by 16; methane producing cattle 
populations grew in pace with the human 
population; fish catch increased by a 
multiple of 35; and carbon and sulphur 
dioxide emissions by a factor of 10”.  
Dasgupta (2007).

These pressures are accelerating in 
the 21st Century.

What distinguishes the recent past (from 1950 onwards) is 
an abrupt change in the pressures on the environment. Such 
is the nature and scale of change that the last 60 years have 
been labelled the ‘Great Acceleration’

The Great Acceleration



Dieter Helm (Chair)

Natural Capital Committee

The Committee is an independent advisory body to Government, with expertise in the fields of economics,
natural and social sciences, accounting, statistics, data, technical and both local and national delivery.
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The Plan aims to embed natural capital thinking

A natural capital approach 

Natural capital is a valuable tool that can be applied domestically and globally to understand, prioritise and 

ensure environmental outcomes are properly valued. This can help drive environmental stewardship beyond 

government, so that business and citizens play their part in making better decisions to improve the 

environment; thereby supporting wellbeing and a strong economy that works for everyone. 

We can use this consistent approach to underpin the whole environmental policy framework, from data and tools 

through to regulation. 
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Our 25-year goals 

Our policies will focus on: 

 Using and managing land sustainably 

 Recovering nature and enhancing the beauty of 

landscapes 

 Connecting people with the environment to improve 

health and wellbeing 

 

We will achieve: 

 Clean air 

 

 Clean and plentiful water 

 Thriving plants and wildlife 

 Reduced risk of harm from environmental hazards 

such as flooding and drought 

 Using resources from nature more sustainably and 

efficiently 

 Enhanced beauty, heritage and engagement with the 

natural environment 

 

 

We will manage pressures on the environment by: 

 Mitigating and adapting to climate change 

 

 Minimising waste 

 

 Managing exposure to chemicals 

 

 Enhancing biosecurity 

 Increasing resource efficiency, and reducing pollution and 

waste 

 Securing clean, productive and biologically diverse seas and 

oceans 

 Protecting and improving the global environment 

 



The actions we will take

The 25 Year Environment Plan



Six key areas around which action will be focused
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 Using and managing land sustainably (chapter 1). 

 Recovering nature and enhancing the beauty of landscapes (chapter 2). 

 Connecting people with the environment to improve health and wellbeing (chapter 3). 

 Increasing resource efficiency, and reducing pollution and waste (chapter 4). 

 Securing clean, productive and biologically diverse seas and oceans (chapter 5). 

 Protecting and improving the global environment (chapter 6)



Using and managing land sustainably

 Embedding an ‘environmental net gain’ principle for
development, including housing and infrastructure

 Improving how we manage and incentivise land
management including designing and delivering a
new environmental land management system,
introducing new farming rules for water, working
with farmers to use fertilisers efficiently and
protecting crops while reducing the environmental
impact of pesticides

 Improving soil health by developing better
information on soil health, restoring and protecting
our peatlands by restoring vulnerable peatlands
and ending peat use in horticultural products by
2030.

 Focusing on woodland to maximise its many benefits
by supporting the development of a new Northern
Forest and larger scale woodland creation and
appointing a national Tree Champion

 Reducing risks from flooding and coastal erosion by
expanding the use of natural flood management
solutions, putting in place more sustainable
drainage systems and making ‘at-risk’ properties
more resilient to flooding

The 25 Year Environment Plan



Recovering nature and enhancing the beauty of landscapes

The 25 Year Environment Plan

 Protecting and recovering nature by publishing a 
strategy for nature, developing a Nature 
Recovery Network, providing opportunities for the 
reintroduction of native species, exploring how 
to give individuals the chance to deliver lasting 
conservation and improving biosecurity to 
protect and conserve nature

 Conserving and enhancing natural beauty by 
reviewing National Parks and Areas of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty

 Respecting nature in how we use water by 
reforming our approach to water abstraction and 
increasing water supply and incentivising greater 
water efficiency and less personal use



Connecting people with the environment to improve health and 

wellbeing

The 25 Year Environment Plan

 Helping people improve their health and wellbeing 
using green spaces by considering how 
environmental therapies could be delivered 
through mental health services and promoting 
health and wellbeing through the natural 
environment

 Encouraging children to be close to nature, in and 
out of school by helping primary schools create 
nature-friendly grounds and supporting more 
pupil contact with local natural spaces

 Making 2019 a Year of Action for the environment 
by helping children and young people from all 
backgrounds to engage with nature and 
improve the environment and supporting the 2019 
Year of Green Action



Increasing resource efficiency, and reducing pollution and waste

The 25 Year Environment Plan

 Maximising resource efficiency and minimising environmental impacts at end of life by achieving zero 
avoidable plastic waste by the end of 2042, reducing food supply chain emissions and waste, reducing 
litter and littering, improving management of residual waste, cracking down on fly-tippers and waste 
criminal and reducing the impact of wastewater

Reducing pollution by publishing a Clean Air Strategy, curbing emissions from combustion plants 
and generators, publishing a Chemicals Strategy, minimising the risk of chemical contamination 
in our water, ensuring we continue to maintain clean recreational waters and warning about 
temporary pollution



Securing clean, healthy, productive and biologically diverse seas 

and oceans

The 25 Year Environment Plan

 Introducing a policy as we leave the 
Common Fisheries Policy by achieving 
good environmental status in our 
seas while allowing marine industries 
to thrive.



Protecting and improving our global environment

The 25 Year Environment Plan

 Providing international 
leadership and leading by 
example by tackling 
climate change and 
protecting and 
improving international 
biodiversity

 Helping developing 
nations protect and 
improve the environment, 
providing assistance and 
supporting disaster 
planning and protecting 
international forests and 
sustainable global 
agriculture

 Leaving a lighter footprint 
on the global environment 
by enhancing 
sustainability, protecting 
and managing risks from 
hazards and supporting 
zero-deforestation 
supply chains



Putting the plan into practice

The 25 Year Environment Plan

 Consulting on setting up a new independent body to hold government to account and a new set of 
environmental principles to underpin policy-making.

 Developing a set of metrics to assess progress towards our 25-year goals.

 Refreshing the 25 Year Environment Plan regularly to ensure that collectively we are focusing on the right 
priorities, using the latest evidence, and delivering better value for money.

 Strengthening leadership and delivery through better local planning, more effective partnerships and learning 
from our four pioneer projects.

 Establishing a new green business council and exploring the potential for a natural environment impact fund.

 Work closely with a large range of stakeholders over the coming year to identify their contribution to the goals 
set out in this Plan.
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