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How Can Climate NI get involved
3 working groups 

Community Climate Action (Dr Amanda Slevin, lead)
Business and Finance (David Gavaghan and Clare McKeown)
Just Transition (John Barry)

‘Building Belfast back Better’  - green and just recovery plans for the city (based, 
in part, on the ‘mini-Stern’ report – Andy’s presentation)

Learning from other PCAN cities – Leeds, Edinburgh etc. (meeting on 10th

June)
Initial focus on retrofitting housing 

Proposal for a Belfast Citizens’ Assembly/Jury on Climate Breakdown

Climate adaptation and energy decarbonisation 





What is to be done? : Local Government 
& Climate action planning 

If it is a climate emergency lets act as if it is 
Local authorities experienced and able to address emergencies – flooding, fires, 
disorder etc…so why not apply that experience and expertise to climate action 
planning?

Identify and then use council powers for climate resilience and decarbonisation 

Current moment – declaration of ‘climate emergency’ with no real political will or 
meaning behind it?  

Responding to such declarations within the ‘business as usual’ framework, timescales 
etc. 

We say and hear emergency but we do not really believe it is … and/or its not a ‘real’ 
emergency that requires rapid and unprecedented action…



Local Policy levers for climate action 
and energy decarbonisation 



Case study: The Economic Case for 
Climate Action in Belfast

In total, Belfast’s energy bill is currently £389m a year, and it is forecast to 
grow to £467m a year by 2030. 

With investment of £180m a year through to 2030, Belfast could reduce 
it’s energy bill by £264m a year, with investments paying back in 6 years. 

Such investments could create 5,000 years of new employment in the city.

They could also reduce congestion, address fuel poverty, tackle air 
pollution and improve public health. 



A ‘Just and Green’ Recovery from 
the pandemic 

#BuildBackBetter

#JobsNotGrowth

Seek changes that have multiple benefits – reduce GHGs, secure/create jobs, 
improve air and environmental quality, enhance public transportation, walking, 
cycling, investment in green and blue infrastructure 

Key NI decarbonisations challneges and opportuntyies –
Transport – over-reliance on the ICE car
Housing – energy poverty, oil dependence and poor insulation 
Agri-food – over reliance on carbon intrnsive, globalised supply chain 

provision 



Summary/take aways

The scale and urgency of the task requires system and structure redesign and 
transformation. 

Reform and minor adjustments will not suffice 

What is required is fundamental transformation of systems such as food, energy, retail, 
local services, transport, housing and work. This will require novel solutions.

Decarbonisation and climate resilience measures have to go hand in hand with delivering 
a range of co-benefits and a ‘just transition’, (for consumers – energy prices and fuel 
poverty and producers, in high GHG emitting sectors, esp. agriculture in NI)

Beyond reforming and business as usual … redesign and transformative system changes 
needed ... and we have only just begun
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