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Rod Stewart was wrong as “The first cut is 
clearly not the deepest”



How have we fared so far ?
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What does the future hold for local 
government in Wales?
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What does the future hold for local 
government in Wales?



Tony Travers is a very busy man



Williams, Draft Local Government Bill –
The end of the “Back to the Future” Options?



LGR - The thoughts of Professor Mark 
Drakeford

“Not committed to any particular solution... we've got 
to be prepared to have a wider sort of conversation".

"People are very willing to agree that there are 
challenges facing local government that have to be 
faced up to and have to be solved," 

"Lines on a map is part of it, but only one part of it”.

"The reality is that we couldn't in the last assembly -
and we know that we couldn't in this assembly -
summon the votes together to put that map into 
legislation.

"We must accommodate ourselves to that reality
and find a different way forward."

New Cabinet Secretary for Finance 
and Local Government



The City Region agenda



Engaging with the Public



Digitalisation – The next stage of 
service evolution



Does this tell us anything about local 
government reform?

“It is not the strongest of the 
species that survives, nor the 
most intelligent, but the one 
most responsive to change”



Thanks for listening

Jon Rae 
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