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Aim of session
• Life after the Audit Commission – making 

open data a reality
• Publishing performance data as part of sector-

led improvement
• LG Inform a new improvement tool for local 

government

www.local.gov.uk



Life after the Audit Commission?
Yes, through sector-led improvement:
• councils are responsible for their own 

performance (through transparent data, self-
assessment and peer challenge)

• they are accountable locally, to local residents 
and businesses (not to central government or 
inspectorates or regulators)

• and there is a sense of collective responsibility 
for each other



Making open data a reality
• No National Indicator Set – but lots of data
• Code of Practice on Local Government 

Transparency – mandating the publication of 
data

• Freedom of Information Act – mandating the 
publication of reusable data

• Breakthrough Fund – helping the sector doing 
its own work to open data



Open data is part of the story
A range of LGA support to help councils:
• corporate peer challenge
• productivity and efficiency programme
• supporting and developing councillors
• supporting and developing officers
• workforce support 
• service-specific 
• data and benchmarking



Publishing performance data
Aims of LG Inform:
• to bring together into one place a selection of 

key information about an area
• to make data available across the council
• to allow local government to collect its own 

data
• to assist councils in terms of their 

transparency and accountability



LG Inform



Further details
• Register for LG Inform:

– www.local.gov.uk/lginform
• Take part in LG Inform discussions on the 

Knowledge Hub:
– https://knowledgehub.local.gov.uk/group/lginform

• Find out about transparency:
– www.local.gov.uk/local-transparency

• Contact the LGA at: research@local.gov.uk



And another thing…

• Is there scope to work with APSE in the 
future?


