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Forest Services –
Plant Health Forestry
Biosecurity team

- Internal and stakeholder engagement – Defra Group 
Personal Biosecurity Minimum Standard, train the 
trainers, FC Tree Health Champions, tree health days

- Public engagement – Public Awareness in Plant 
Health Accord – Keep it Clean campaign, events

- Resources – UK Plant Health Information Portal, 
Defra Biosecurity Hub, Gov.UK downloads

- Projects + research - large machinery, disinfectants, 
biosecurity awareness, behaviour change



Keep It Clean
Emma Aspin
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What have we 
been up to?
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P u b l i c  
s h o w s
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C o n f e r e n c e s  
&  t a l k s

S u p p o r t i n g
s o c i a l  

r e s e a r c h



How biosecurity can prevent the introduction and spread of tree pests and diseases - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 10

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/prevent-the-introduction-and-spread-of-tree-pests-and-diseases#resources


Keep It Clean resources:

How biosecurity can prevent the introduction and spread of tree pests and diseases - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 11

Google ‘Biosecurity Gov’

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/prevent-the-introduction-and-spread-of-tree-pests-and-diseases
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We want the public to feel:

• Empowered
• Motivated
• Prepared to take action

Keep in touch!



Knowing our audience
Katharine Farrell



Keep It Clean Title and layout

Subtitle

Text in footer 16



Forest Research - survey
• How to help the public ‘play a part in protecting 

plants and trees from the threat of pests and 
diseases’

• January 2023 – online questionnaire 

• 2,000 members of public in England

• Biosecurity awareness, perception of tree and 
plant P&D, threats to countryside

• Use of and trust in media, information
sources

• Membership of organisations
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Keep It Clean Title slide
Subtitle



Next steps
• Promote behaviour change – using simple 

personal biosecurity measures 

• Communicate to stakeholders – Keep it Clean – 
key messages and resources 

• Encourage further involvement – Tree Alert, 
Observatree, citizen science



Events & social media
- National Plant Health Week – 6th – 12th May

- Arb Show 16th – 18th May – Westonbirt Arboretum

- APF Show 19th-21st Sept – Warwickshire

- X – @ForestryComm 

- LinkedIn – Forestry Commission

Biosecurity@forestrycommission.gov.uk



Thanks
• Observatree – Peter Crow, Matt Parratt

• Forest Research – Clare Hall

• APSE – Wayne Priestley, Iqra Ali

• APHA – Lucy Carson-Taylor



• UK Plant Health Information Portal:

https://planthealthportal.defra.gov.uk

• Forest Research – short video on using TreeAlert:

https://bit.ly/3TF3kTj

• Defra Biosecurity Hub – NNSS:

https://bit.ly/3Pm5MeH

• Biosecurity guidance on Gov.UK:

https://bit.ly/4chCLuB

• Forestry Commission e-learning portal:

https://bit.ly/3TlnyQv

• Observatree – priority pests and diseases:

https://bit.ly/3VmZzmQ



TreeAlert & Observatree

Lydia Haydon



TreeAlert and 
Observatree



What we do

Minimise impactDetect earlyPrevent entry

Brontë  Thomas, Forestry Commission Barnaby Wylder, Forestry Commission Bronte Thomas, Forestry Commission



Online reporting tool for pests & diseases developed by Forest Research

Funding from DEFRA, Forestry Commission, Scottish Forestry & Welsh 
Government 

Created following the arrival of Chalara (ash dieback) – easy method, 
rapid reporting

Early warning system for flagging potentially new tree pests & diseases

What is TreeAlert?
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• The official tool for reporting tree 
pests and diseases in GB

• Reports of suspected pests or  
diseases are diagnosed by tree    
health scientists

• Close collaboration with tree & plant 
health inspectors facilitate follow-up 
investigations

• Used by Observatree volunteers to 
report tree pests and diseases
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Priority pest and diseases
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Priority pest and diseases
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Symptoms(s) in 
relation to location 

on the tree

Some further info… 
e.g. what3words 

location

The entire tree & 
surroundings



Broadleaf Root disease

A large 
beech tree, 
displaying a 
thin crown 
which is 
prematurely 
turning 

yellow. 

Situated adjacent to a road                 
– This could be a danger to 
public safety if it falls.

Dothistroma needle blight (DNB)

Pine 
species 
displaying 
severe 
defoliation 

Situated in what appears to be a 
stand of the same tree species 
(monoculture)

Entire tree and surroundings



Symptoms – Location on tree

Reddening of needles amongst 
dead/ necrotic needles and 
needles displaying dead tips with 
green bases

Dothistroma needle blight (DNB)

Broadleaf Root disease

Around 5 large clumps of fungal fruiting 
bodies growing from the roots and base 
of the tree. Distributed around approx. 
half of the circumference of the stem.



Dothistroma needle blight (DNB)

Broadleaf Root disease

Large fruiting bodies (pound coin for size 
comparison). They are tiered with a darker 
brown top and lighter underside. No gills are 
displayed on the undersurface, but minute 
pores are present.

Green bases with red/brown lesions and 
banding can be seen on the tips of 
affected needles. Alongside this, small 
clusters of single fruit bodies are present. 

Symptoms – up close



General rule: 
The more information you supply, the more useful the report

Date of observation. Type of location (e.g. hedgerow, woodland). 
Location (grid ref > postcode)

Number of trees affected. Approximate age. Trunk or stem 
diameter. Type of tree (conifer/broadleaf). Common name or 
species. Symptoms, location of them on the tree. 3x PHOTOs!

Account optional but here you can keep track of previous reports

TreeAlert Report



Available to all users

Available to registered users

User friendly reporting method



The tree health, 
diagnostic and advisory 
team!



The TreeAlert reporting process

SUBMIT



• TreeAlert is for everyone

• Anyone can and is encouraged to report suspected 
cases of unhealthy-looking trees

• Users are guided through reporting – you do not 
need to be an expert

Key messages to take away



Observatree partners



Forest Research on X: "  Visit #Observatree to learn how to identify priority tree pests 

and diseases: https://t.co/D1pnRvzgLh To submit a report, visit the #TreeAlert page: 

https://t.co/44oLohnKjr In collaboration with @WoodlandTrust and partners. #TreeHealth 

#WoodlandManager #UKLandOwner https://t.co/QhvkEImtp9" / X (twitter.com)

Useful links and 
QR codes

• A link to a short demonstrative video of how to use TreeAlert

• TreeAlert 
Tree Alert (forestresearch.gov.uk)

• Observatree 
An early warning system for tree health and tree disease – Observatree

https://twitter.com/forest_research/status/1761119294660723094?s=51
https://twitter.com/forest_research/status/1761119294660723094?s=51
https://twitter.com/forest_research/status/1761119294660723094?s=51
https://twitter.com/forest_research/status/1761119294660723094?s=51
https://treealert.forestresearch.gov.uk/
https://www.observatree.org.uk/
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