
Street Lighting

Invest to Save

Mark Cooper IEng MILP
President, Institution of Lighting Professionals
National Sales Manager (Public Realm) – iGuzzini Lighting UK Ltd



Street Lighting – Invest to Save

• Technology Solutions
– LED
– CMS
– Dimming

• Switch Off?
– Is it the right thing to do?

• Total Cost of Ownership
• Are we spending our money in the right place?
• How do you decide what to do?



Technology Solutions - LED

Why Change?
Better quality of light
Lower energy
Less maintenance
Easier to control
Better TCO

Drawbacks?
Increased capital costs
Available funding?
Health risks?
Will we end up lighting more?
Poor quality fittings?
Increased design challenges



Technology Solutions - CMS

Central Management Systems



CMS – What do they do?

• Wireless remote switching of each individual lighting unit
• Individual or group control for dimming of lighting units
• Energy reporting
• Fault reporting
• Ability to respond to changing energy demands



Technology Solutions - Dimming



Switch Off – The right thing to do?

There is no right / wrong answer!

Each and Every site / road must be assessed using current guidance and best 
practice, by COMPETENT Lighting and Road Safety Engineers



Total Cost of Ownership

NEW Street Lighting Toolkit

• Developed from Scottish Futures Trust by Local Partnerships and DECC
• The new toolkit provides clear guidelines and a structured process for 

councils to work through to deliver successful energy efficient street lighting 
initiatives and is endorsed by Amber Rudd MP, Minister for Energy and Climate 
Change:

– “This toolkit draws on best practice and learning from local authorities who 
have already implemented successful energy efficient street lighting 
schemes, and has been specifically tailored for use in England”.

• On an England-wide basis alone, if all local authorities switched to LED street 
lights, this would save up to £200m on electricity bills annually and deliver 
carbon savings of around 1MtCO2e each year, which is equivalent to the carbon 
emissions from 300,000 average cars.

More Information can be found here
http://localpartnerships.org.uk/our-work/growth/efficient-lighting



Are we spending money in the right 
place?

• Do you know what you have?
• Inventory and Asset Management

• Are you using Total Cost of Ownership or using “Best Value”
• LED’s offer huge maintenance and energy reductions but poor 

specifications will not deliver this
• Are your Columns structurally sound?



Are we spending money in the right 
place?

• Do you need a CMS?
• When do we jump on-board the LED train?



Are we spending money in the right 
place?

Professional Advice



How do you decide what to do?

• Employ a competent and experienced lighting professional
• Use the best practice and technical guides from the ILP
• Use the total cost of ownership tool to specify quality products
• Identify those roads that can be safely and correctly de-illuminated
• Ensure you know what you have and what you pay for
• Are your columns sound?
• Develop a lighting strategy
• Build your business case and financing options
• Be reasonable in your specification

www.theilp.org.uk



Thank You

markc@theilp.org.uk

@mclight0112


