




500,000
more people over the age of 14 doing
athletics 1x30 minutes a week by 

2017
(including 40,000 disabled 

participants)



2.4 million
people doing athletics 1x30 minutes 
a week by 2017, with 8% of these

participants being disabled



5% growth
of competing athletes in our
Member clubs, year on year

and reducing churn by 30%, by 2017
(baseline 128,000) 



Improving the
experience of every
participant in the

sport



Who runs at the moment?

• Why do you run
• Where do you run
• What stops you/puts you off running?



Currently 230 
Synthetic Athletics 
Tracks in England

…The vast majority are floodlit



Challenges

• One size fits all approach – i.e. 400m tracks
• Public spending cuts/changes in ownership
• Income/expenditure profile of facilities
• Capturing latent demand/sustained participation
• Sporting satisfaction/experience
• Exploiting legacy opportunities



…Work in progress

• 5year strategy
• Mapping
• Levels of facility provision – UKA ADM
• Recreational running – mass market appeal





Podium: Olympic/Paralympic Games 
& World Champs

Entry National / International 
athletes

20+ years: Event specialisation / 
performance enhancement

16‐20 years : Event Group / 
progression

9‐12 years: FUN and 12‐15 years : 
General Multi Event, Multi Sport

National/International

Home Country

Regional Training Hub / Competition

Club Spoke

Participation Spoke

Facility Provision Model UKA Athlete Development Model

Draft Facility Planning model: Fig 1.0
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How you can help!

• Thinking of new athletics facilities? 
• Asset transfer 
• Costly athletics facilities
• Help identify the right facilities in the right places
• Standard, Compact, multi use indoors
• Recreational running & innovation ..there’s $$$



For further information please contact:
Michael Hunt, Facilities and Health & Safety Manager, T: 0121 713 8400, E: mhunt@uka.org.uk
UK Athletics, Athletics House, Central Boulevard, Blythe Valley Park, Solihull, West Midlands, B90 8AJ


