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Our Manchester references the relevance of parks and the key role they 

play in making our city truly world class. The result of extensive

consultation, it sets out principles for creating a city that is thriving and 

sustainable, highly skilled and progressive, liveable, low-carbon

and connected.

These principles are fundamental to the approach needed to improve the 

city’s parks and green spaces over the next ten years and beyond. Of 

particular importance are:

• Listening and engaging with people about what matters to them, about 

their area and their services.

• Focusing on what can be achieved, rather than what can’t.

• Uncovering how people can develop into happier, healthier

and wealthier people making a good life for themselves and

their family with the support of the people around them.





In Manchester there are:



Some interesting facts



Plant a seed consultation
Unlocked a huge response, passion, energy and determination 



Local parks: these are small spaces that provide a focal point for local 
neighbourhoods and can be defined as one or more of the following: a grass area, play 
area, sports facility, flower-bed. Examples include Anfield Road, Bignor Street, 
Chesterton Road, High Bank and Mersey Bank.

Community parks: these are larger local parks that have a variety of facilities and 
features, and can host activities and small community events. Examples include 
Brookdale Park, Chorlton Park, Crowcroft Park, Didsbury Park, Fog Lane Park, Philips Park 
and Swinton Grove.

Destination parks: these are parks that provide a range of facilities and visitor attractions. They
include a variety of distinctive features and open space that can be used in different ways, such
as the hosting of major events. Examples include Alexandra Park, 
Boggart Hole Clough, Chorlton Water Park, Fletcher Moss Gardens, 
Heaton Park, Platt Fields Park and Wythenshawe Park.

A NEW PARK STRATEGY FOR MANCHESTER
Our Parks 



The Council is also responsible for the management of other 
important green spaces

River valleys: Manchester’s river valleys are important natural assets providing 

vital environmental and educational resources; they act as green ‘corridors’ that 

help link other areas of green space

across the city. Examples include Irk River Valley, Medlock River Valley, and Mersey 

River Valley.

Allotments: there are over 2,300 plots in Manchester serving lots of different 

communities. Allotments are key to sustainable food growth as well as 

important community assets. Eating fresh and organic food grown by residents 

leads to improved happiness and wellbeing, and improved physical health 

from regular exercise, as part of a healthy lifestyle. Access is provided for 

disabled people on some sites so that all plot-holders can do their 

bit for the environment in a really social way.



OUR VISION FOR MANCHESTER’S PARKS

“Together, we want our parks to be the soul, lungs and heart of Manchester by providing the 

conditions for our people, our environment and our city to flourish.”

Fully accessible, welcoming and visually appealing 

with some truly world-class destinations, a great heritage, 

horticultural and tourist attractions.

We will achieve this by our parks being:

Good for physical and mental health: 

A natural health service where people can relax and feel safe, as 

well as a space for sport and culture, with the relevant infrastructure

in place for this to happen.

High-quality assets where people meet and the community 

flourishes:

providing high visitor satisfaction and promoting Manchester

as a place to live, work and visit.



OUR VISION FOR MANCHESTER’S PARKS

“Together, we want our parks to be the soul, lungs and heart of Manchester by providing the 

conditions for our people, our environment and our city to flourish.”

We will achieve this by our parks being:

Valued highly 

by local people, organisations, visitors, and the people who 

work in them. Parks make a positive difference to people’s

lives and are a source of pride for everyone.

Net contributors to the city:

reducing the effects of pollution; producing food and plants; as 

well as providing learning, skills, training and job opportunities.



OUR VISION FOR MANCHESTER’S PARKS

“Together, we want our parks to be the soul, lungs and heart of Manchester by providing the 

conditions for our people, our environment and our city to flourish.”

We will achieve this by our parks being:

Supportive of the diverse range of wildlife:

conserving natural habitats, improving air quality, mitigating climate change 

and flooding, and allowing people to engage with and learn about nature

Valued and understood 

through education, communication and effective partnerships where local 

people and organisations are involved in creating spaces where people

can relax and feel safe.

Well managed:

in partnership with internal Council departments and 

external partners working together to ensure sustainable

operation – both financially (by closing the gap between 

income and expenditure) and environmentally.






















