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Local Authority Climate Emergency Declarations

Strategic and practical considerations for climate emergency
declarations, targets and action plans
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UK local government spending as a share of GDP:
current spending, already below the 1979-2014
minimum, is projected to go on falling to 2020 and
beyond
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Balance of core spending power 15/16 and 19/20:
as RSG shrivels beyond London and the Mets, most
LA funding will come from council tax
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Commercialisation strategy
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What has changed

1. Government for the first time held most responsible
for decline in Council services.

2. Climate change has emerged as a high local
government priority

3. The public support Councils being given more
funds to deal with climate change.
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Key fact 3: Relative Trust in Councils high

Trust in Councils and Councillors is at it highest relative to Government and Ministers
since 2016. Trust in Councils has moderately increased, trust in government and MPs
has crashed while many distrust anyone.

Seven and half times as many people trust the local Council over the Government to make
decisions about how services are delivered in your local area (Four times 2018).

Eleven times as many trust local Councillors over Government ministers to make decisions
about their local area (Seven times 2018).

Nine times trusted Council to provide services in their local area over the government (Five
times as many 2018).

Five times as many trusted Council to provide services in their local area over a private
company (Four and a half 2018).

www.apse.org.uk



| "I9S\ Assoclationior Publicservice eExcellenc

Climate Change now a priority for Councils

This year we undertook additional questions about Councils and climate

change which show that it a priority for the public and they expect Councils

to take a leading role in responding to climate change.

Five Key findings

1. 74% expect that local communities will have to respond to the effects of
climate change in their area.

2. 66% support additional money for Councils to respond to climate change
locally compared to 22% opposed.

3. Equal support for Councils being best placed to combat community effects of
climate change with Government at 36% each.

4. Top priorities for local climate change action are making homes more energy
efficient and improved waste and recycling.

5. Climate change is the second highest new spending priority after Social Care
and ahead of Housing and Road Maintenance.
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74% of people think their local community
will need to respond the climate change

Do you expect that local communities in the UK will
need torespond to the effects of climate change onthe
local environment in the next 10 years?

80% 714%

13% 13%

Will need torespond Will not need to Don't know
respond
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66% support more funds for Councils to
combat climate change locally

Would you like to see more money provided by
the government to local councils to specifically

address climate change in local communities?
ik 66%

22%

13%

Yes No Don't know
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Councils and government equally best
placed to combat effects of Climate change

Who do you think is best placed to implement
practical local steps to combat the effects of climate
change inthe local area?

40% 36% 36%
35%
30%
25% 22%
20%
15%
10% 7%
- L
0%
Local Council Government Privatecompany Don't know
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Top priorities for local climate change action

Thinking about your local area what steps or actions do you think
will be required to combat the effects of climate change?
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Climate change Second highest new spend

What percentage ofextra funding should be spenton these
services with climate change option? (mean %)

Social Care [T 15%

Climate Change m————._——— 127/,

Road Maintenance T

Affordable Housing m 13%
Waste and Recycling Collection q’°1nm

Footpath Maintenance I 7,
Winter Maintenance Y,

StreetCleaning It 8%

Parks [T %

Lightingon Streets [ T, 0%
SchoolMeals T, "
Leisure and Sports Facilities [ T,

0% 5% 10% 15% 20%

=2019 ® 2019 with climate change
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If so, what date has been set?

Have you set a net zero emissions target

date? 0 42
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16% 25
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In the process of 15
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decided against it 10
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What does this target date relate to? What does your declaration include

within the scope of the ‘net zero
carbon’ equation?

Council's own

emissions? Confined to the
46% Council's scope 1
42% and 2 direct
549, emissions

Scope 3 emissions
58% from suppliers are
also included
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Are you planning to set a carbon budget Does your Council al_ready use carbon
for the timeframe between now and your budgeting?
target date?

14%

42% Yes

Y
No es

58% No

86%
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Do you have an action plan in place to Has your Council established a working
achieve your target? group with responsibility for dealing only
with climate declaration matters?
I'm net sure 2
6%
In the process of 65
Yes
33%
No
No 11 50 ['m not sure
Yes 3
0 10 20 30 40 5 60 70
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Has a councillor champion been Has an officer champion been
identified? identified?

15% 18%
mYes Yes
No No
26% :
’ I'm not sure 25% S7% I'm not sure

W
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Do you have the capacity within the
Council to deliver the climate
emergency declaration targets?

15

10

Yes
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38

I'm not sure

Have you identified any skills gaps so

far within your Council or partners that

may need to be addressed in order to
achieve your target?

28

21 21

Yes No I'm not sure
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Have you identified any major barriers to achieving your target so far?

17%

8%

75%

Yes
No
I'm not sure
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What type of emergency
are you calling?

« Council footprint?

« Council footprint plus supply chain?
* Area wide footprint?

* The fragmented state

* Civic leadership

www.apse.org.uk



The Golden thread
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%%if% Doncaster
Council

Medium Term Financial Strategy

2019/20 to 2022/23 Service Plan
Regeneration and
Economic Development
2016-2019

Corporate Plan 2019-20

Climate Change Strategy Morth Morfolk District Council
for Coventry
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Routemap on carbon eradication

Short Mid

Waste and
recycling

Property
energy
efficiency
Electric fleet
infrastructure

Solar

Air quality

Wind
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Reinventing
the high street

Housing plan
District

heating
networks



Government action required?

» Resources and waste strategy?
 Air quality?

* End of austerity?

* Finance and resources?

* Brexit?
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Waste:
A brave new world

Local Water

APSE Scotland
Solar PV Toolkit

TOWARDS
SUSTAINABLE
PROCUREMENT
FOR LOCAL
AUTHORITIES

APSE’s Sustainable Procurement Policy Tool

Stronger Resource Efficiency
for desirable communities:

Suitable for roof and ground-mounted projects Ra p i d e nv i ro n m en ta I
impact.assessment

A roport trom APSE
commrsioned by PSHat

apse
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The transitionto a
green economy:

e tal (rle of tha an il The new green team:
1@ vital role of the ensuring counci Local government, sustainable energy,
jobs and skills

A report by APSE for UNISON, supported by the TUC
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The virtuous green circle:
creating a revolving fund for local
authority energy




Conclusions

« Time for action

* Local government action

« Government action

 Austerity, finance and resources

« Time for civic leadership — political and managerial
« Time for creativity, innovation and entrepreneurship
* Time to forge a new municipalism

« Time for a more sustainable future
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NEW MUNICIPALISM

Delivering for local people and local economies
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