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The value of a new declaration for COP26

The Glasgow Food and Climate Declaration 

- builds on the existing commitments by subnational governments to 
food sustainability, bringing a unified voice to COP26

- is a pledge by all sizes of subnational – and national - governments – to 
lead on food systems sustainability;

- is unique in its call to action for national governments to align policies;

- has been drafted by a coalition of subnational government networks, 
NGOs, think tanks and city and regional governments.
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• Food accounts for more than 
a quarter of total emissions 
globally

• - and around the same in 
Scotland

• As energy decarbonizes, this 
will go up

• Agriculture also is major 
cause of nature loss globally 
and in Scotland







Why take a 
food systems 
approach to 

climate 
change?

Food systems account for about 26% of 
global GHG emission

International (and national) climate change 
policy fails to consider food systems 
holistically.

Different problems in food systems are 
interconnected and locked in

A joined up approach delivers on more 
than climate



The Glasgow Declaration and COP26

A clear message:  That Food systems, an integrated systems approach, 
and the voices of local actors who hold many of the solutions to the 
climate emergency  need to be part of the international climate debate.

A call:  To including a Food Systems day at the official conference where 
the Declaration will be presented, and its commitment and calls 
discussed.



Why a prominent 
role for local 
governments?

• The most progressive food systems 
initiatives occur at the local level;

• Closer to their citizens, local governments 
can build on more democratic 
governance approaches;

• Yet misalignment of national policies 
often result in failure to support local 
food system innovation.



Food growing, 

Milan



Parma – waste collection costs going from 
30% to 90% food waste recycling. 

Scotland – still 
around 30% 
food waste 
recycled (ZWS)

Seoul – 95%



Public kitchen menus: focus on the food

Copenhagen: 89% 
organic

Reduce meat: -20%
Go organic:   -11%
Both: 25-30%



Mouans-Sartoux (pop.10,000 ) 100% organic



Signatories to date



Join the call - sign the 
Glasgow Declaration!

Subnational, regional, local and national governments 
across the world are invited to join the call for a food 
systems approach to climate action by signing up to the 
Glasgow Food and Climate Declaration at:

https://www.glasgowdeclaration.org/how-to-sign

The signature process:

1. Submit the form on the ‘how to sign’ page

2. The secretariat run by IPES-Food and Nourish 
Scotland will contact governments to confirm 
their commitment

3. Signatory governments will be listed on the 
website from December 2020

https://www.glasgowdeclaration.org/how-to-sign

