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• Reducing Sign Clutter
– Practical guidance for implementation and reducing sign clutter 

• Replacement programs
– Large scale replacement programmes – issues and priorities 

• Opportunities
– Pragmatic opportunities to benefit the local authority

• TSRGD overview
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Traffic Signs Regulations and 
General Directions

• History
• What’s changed
• What’s not changed
• Other stuff!



• 1944 – Report of the Departmental Committee on Traffic Signs (114 pages)
• 1964 –All new traffic signs resulting from the Warboys Committee
• Updated in  ‐ 1975, 1981, 1994, 2002, 2016
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TSRGD 2016 – what changed

• Radical new structure
• Fewer complete signs shown
• Pick and mix symbols and text
• Fewer specific Regulations and Directions, but those still applying are in 

tables close by.
• Incorporates Pedestrian Crossings Regulations, area‐wide authorisations 

(currently only for England) and other frequently authorised signs.
• A split between signs and lines



Warning Signs



Parking Signs





TSRGD 2016 – what’s NOT changed

• Existing signs can remain indefinitely
• Most existing prescribed signs & markings can still be used
• Existing authorisations remain valid
• The appearance of most signs remains unchanged
• Traffic Signs Manual (rather than the TSRGD) should be the “go to” 

documents and will become more important
• Traffic Signs Manuals to hopefully published this year 2018



Height/Width signs



Updated Diagram 545
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TSRGD 2016 – “Innovations”

• Only legally need a single terminal sign (but authority must decide)
• Parking bays can be any size and almost any type of white dotted or solid 

line, or can be coloured surfacing or edged with distinctive (flush or raised) 
pavers

• No traffic order for school keep clears* and Mandatory cycle lanes
– Proposed Double and Single yellow lines without a TRO were dropped

• Reduced legal need for electrical illumination
• No DfT permission needed for ‘Stop’ signs, Red routes, Traffic Mirrors.



Bay markings delineated with surfacing or paving contrasting in 
colour or appearance with the surrounding carriageway.



Illumination requirements
From now, only the following must be 
directly illuminated during the hours 
of darkness (when conditions apply): 
•warning and regulatory signs where 
headroom is restricted at low bridges 
or structures 
•safety‐critical signs (Give way)
•regulatory terminal signs including 
no entry, speed limit, vehicle 
restrictions (including for low and 
narrow bridges) and banned 
manoeuvres 
•motorway entry, exit, gantry‐
mounted signs. 
•Rules for 20mph roads also included



Parking Zones





Schedule 18
Permitted expressions of Time, Distance and Parking Restrictions

• “8 pm – 6 am next day”
• “At all times”
• “At other times”
• “All day”
• “and all day”
• “& all day”
• “At other times”
• “Additional times”
• “No limit”
• “Match”, “match”, “Event”, “event”, “Market”, “market”, “Day”, “day”, “On”, “on”, any of those

expressions in the plural or the expression “Next” or that expression without a capital letter may be
used with any of the expressions permitted by paragraph 1, 2, 3 or 4 as appropriate.

• “No return to” and the name of a zone or parking place, which may be, or include, a zone or
parking place identifier, can be followed with “within 2 hours”

• “No return to this zone” can be followed with “within 2 hours”



Allowing these:



Link between signs and line removed
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Sign Clutter

• Traffic Advisory 
Leaflet

• Local policy
• Common sense



Parking Restrictions

Restriction type Km
No Waiting AAT 713

No waiting 232
Limited Waiting 49
No loading AAT 47

No loading 32
Permit holders only 30

School zig zags 25
Disabled bays 7

Other bays 6.5

16% of the Lancashire's network (by 
length) has a TRO restriction on it.



Covers areas like:
• Backing boards
• Poles
• Illumination
• Is the warning sign needed
• …

Sign Clutter



A culture of CHECK, CHALLENGE and CORRECT should be adopted
whenever considering signing on the highway network:
CHECK
 Is the sign needed and is it the most appropriate option? or
 Have circumstances changed since it was introduced?
CHALLENGE
 Can the sign be removed? or
 Does the proposed sign need to be introduced?
CORRECT
 Remove the sign, or
 Re-evaluate the design, and always
 Consider the illumination requirements

Sign Clutter



Challenge

Importance of the 3 C’s
Check

Correct



Unnecessary pole?



Signing mistakes



Signing mistakes

Before

After



Lancaster City centre sign replacement strategy

A review looked at over 74 locations, where key signs were
currently located, in and around the city.

Scheme outcome

• 25% reduction in sign face area in total across all sites

Replacement Programs
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Replacement Programs

20mph sign 
only limits in 
Lancashire

Put in before 
the 

TSRGD2016



20mph signing







Talking Peter


