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Ecological 
surveys 
establish 
baseline 
Biodiversity 
Units for 
habitats, trees, 
hedgerows and 
watercourses

Planning application submitted with  
completed Biodiversity Metric 
spreadsheet and (pre-commencement) a 
Biodiversity Gain Plan detailing how 
development will secure minimum 10% 
BNG

Extent of any BNG 
offsetting requirement 
calculated

Planned delivery of on-
site BNG maximised 
through use of mitigation 
hierarchy, pre-app and 
outline stage consultation, 
and iterative master 
planning process

Off-site Route: 
Identify local site 
offering match with 
development’s BNG 
requirements and 
develop 30-year 
funded proposal for 
habitat creation, 
enhancement, 
maintenance and 
monitoring

Off-site Route: 
Consult local 
Habitat Banks to 
find match with 
development’s BNG 
requirements and 
enter into 
Biodiversity Credit 
purchase 
agreement 

Biodiversity Metric 
spreadsheet and Biodiversity 
Gain Plan validated and risk 
assessed

Development commences in 
accordance with planning 
conditions and terms of any  
planning obligation

MATC
H 

NOT 
FOUN

D
Biodiversity 
Credits purchased 
and evidence of 
transaction 
provided to LPA

BNG secured through mechanisms 
including Planning Conditions, Planning 
Obligations and/or Conservation 
Covenant

Conservation Covenant legally enacted 
to secure 30-year commitment for 
BNG creation, maintenance and 
monitoring

Biodiversity Gain Site 
placed on public statutory 
register with habitat 
management & monitoring 
plan

Prior to application

Off-site habitat creation begins. Temporal weighing within Biodiversity Metric reflects any advance habitat creation or any delays.

Off-site Route if 
local options 
unviable: 
Statutory 
Biodiversity 
Credits 
purchased

Development phase and 
post-completion

Submission, validation and 
assessment of application

STAR
T

30-year condition 
monitoring and 
reporting 
commitment begins

Journey to securing 
mandatory 

Biodiversity Net 
Gain through the 

development 
application process

Chart shows on-site and off-site 
routes available to developments 
to which mandatory BNG is 
applicable. 

Note that steps are simplified; 
early, pre-application consultation 
with the relevant local planning 
authority should always be 
undertaken to ascertain any 
specific local processes or 
requirements.    



Planning Advisory Service

https://www.local.gov.uk/pas/topics/environment/biodiversity-net-gain-local-
authorities

BNG Practitioners Forum run by Rebecca Moberly (rebecca.moberly@local.gov.uk) 

For your legal team:

No5 Barristers Chambers Planning and Environment Webinar Series

https://www.no5.com/media/podcasts/

Freeths article on Conservation Covenants

https://www.freeths.co.uk/2022/09/30/conservation-covenants-for-the-delivery-of-
sustainable-development-a-new-era-for-environmental-law-in-england/

https://www.local.gov.uk/pas/topics/environment/biodiversity-net-gain-local-authorities
mailto:rebecca.moberly@local.gov.uk
https://www.no5.com/media/podcasts/
https://www.freeths.co.uk/2022/09/30/conservation-covenants-for-the-delivery-of-sustainable-development-a-new-era-for-environmental-law-in-england/
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