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Importance of Allotments
• Health benefits

• Healthy eating: instilling 
healthy eating habits

• Sustainable food 
production

• Social interaction and 
community cohesion

• Promoting biodiversity



Allotments: Background

•Section 23, Small Holdings and Allotments Act 1908

•Section 8, Allotments Act 1925

•Select Committee 1998: The Future   
for Allotments

•February 2002: Revised policy criteria

•January 2014: Refreshed Allotments guidance



Purpose of Guidance

•Speed up planning decision making process

•Improve transparency

•Utilise resources effectively

•Protect allotments

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/allotment-
disposal-guidance-safeguards-and-alternatives



What has Changed?

• Criteria stayed the same

• Additional clarification on each criteria

• Handling applications



Mandatory Criteria

• There are 3 mandatory criteria in Section 8 of the 
Allotments Act 1925:

1. The Secretary of State is satisfied that adequate 
provision will be made for allotment holders 
displaced by the action of the local authority; or

2. The Secretary of State is satisfied that such provision 
is unnecessary; or

3. The Secretary of State is satisfied that such provision 
is not reasonably practicable



Policy Criteria

•The allotment in question is not necessary and is surplus to 
requirement

•The number of people on the waiting list has been effectively 
taken into account

•The authority has actively promoted and publicised the 
availability of allotment sites and has consulted the National 
Allotment Society

•The implications of disposal for other relevant policies, in 
particular development plan policies, have effectively been 
taken into account



Alternatives to Disposal and 
Community Engagement

•Community Right to Challenge

•Community Right to Bid

•Community Gardening

•Neighbourhood Planning



Additional Support

www.mycommunityrights.org.uk
Practical advice and case studies for all the 
community rights including neighbourhood 
planning and Our Place

www.nsalg.org.uk
Work with central and local government, other organisations and 
landlords to provide, promote and preserve allotments for all

www.farmgarden.org.uk
Supports, represents and promotes community-managed farms, 
gardens, allotments and other green spaces, creating 
opportunities for local communities to grow


